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5] INTRODUCTION

Jesus talks about prayer in our passage today. It is a means for us to communicate with God. In
fact, prayer is a common practice in any religious belief. Worshippers seek help from a higher
power for things they cannot control or predict. They hope that the deity they pray to will bless
them with a favorable outcome. That may be the same reason why we pray. In our text today,
Jesus’ emphasis is on how we should pray rather than what we should pray for. Remember in the
context Jesus corrects people’s misconception about three religious practices. Two weeks ago we
studied about mercy-giving. Prayer is the second topic Jesus brings up. Once again, He adopts
the formula of “don’t follow the incorrect way some people do” but “do it in a proper way that
pleases God.” In our spiritual pursuit, we may misplace our focus too. Prayer should be about
growing our relationship with God than getting results from Him.

#32 EXPLANATION
1. $E£ERYELE Wrong Attention (v. 5-8)

Jesus begins by condemning those who put a wrong attention in their prayer. First, the Lord
convicts the hypocrites. Their attention is on others. Jesus says they like to pray in the
synagogues and at street corners. The problem is not about the locations. The issue is that they
pray in public so that people will see it. Jesus says they are looking for reward from their
audience. Perhaps people will praise them for how religious they look, the beautiful words they
use or their display of emotions. Their prayer is like a live drama. Jesus tells us not to copy their
bad example. Instead, He says we should pray privately. Our Heavenly Father will see it and He
will respond to our prayer. From this, we can derive our first spiritual lesson: we should pray for
God to hear and not for people to see. Let us be clear, Jesus did not reject open prayer. We see a
lot of examples in the Bible. Some prophets and kings in the Old Testament led people in public
prayers. Certain leaders in the early church also gathered Christians to pray. Even Jesus Himself
prayed in the presence of a crowd and His disciples. Corporate prayer is an important part of
church life. We pray regularly as one people in our church. Everyone is welcome to join us in
prayer ten minutes before a Sunday service begins and every Saturday at 10 a.m. We also have
an all-church prayer every other month. Fellowship participants pray together often too. Let me
share some tips with those of you who feel uneasy to pray in front of people. Tip #1: you can
learn how to pray by listening to others. Hear how they express themselves. Tip #2: pray with
simple words. After all, you are not reciting a poem. God gives us grace and not a grade. Tips #3:
focus on God and not the people around you. Our Heavenly Father is delighted to listen to you,
just like a dad loves to hear his child speak. The second group of people Jesus convicts are the
Gentiles. They worshipped false gods. Jesus points out that they pile up empty phrases. They are
like little babies making meaningless sound to draw people’s attention. Those Gentiles think
their gods would answer them if they keep repeating the same words. I can think of a similar
example in 1 Kings 18. Remember the contest between prophet Elijah and the 450 false prophets
of the Canaan god Baal? Elijah wanted the Israelites to see whether Jehovah or Baal was the one
true God. Each side assembled an altar and prepared a bull as a sacrifice. Whoever sent fire to



burn off the offering was the real God. The team of Baal prophets began their ritual first. Listen
to verses 26-27 of the passage: 26 And they took the bull that was given them, and they prepared
it and called upon the name of Baal from morning until noon, saying, “O Baal, answer us!” But
there was no voice, and no one answered. And they limped around the altar that they had made.
27 And at noon Elijah mocked them, saying, “Cry aloud, for he is a god. Either he is musing, or
he is relieving himself, or he is on a journey, or perhaps he is asleep and must be awakened.” The
Baal prophets prayed for hours and danced around the altar, but nothing happened. Elijah teased
them: “Hey guys, you need to cry louder. Perhaps your god is taking a nap or he is away from the
office.” Then they raised their voices and they even cut themselves with knives. But there was
still no response. Then it was Elijah’s turn. He prayed and Jehovah cast down fire to consume the
offering. He was the only true God. Babbling by some Gentiles reminds me of how my mom
prays. She is a devout Buddhist for several decades. The particular sect of Buddhism she follows
originated from Japan. Every morning and evening she repeats the same sentence over and again.
Perhaps she believes the more she says it, the more spiritual she appears. But Jesus tells us not to
pray like that because our Heavenly Father knows our needs even before we tell Him. He enjoys
our prayer instead of nagging. That brings up two questions. First, why should we pray if God
already knows our needs? We can simply sit and wait for His provisions. There are different
approaches to answer that question. Prayer is not a one-way communication for us to present our
shopping list. It should be a two-way interaction with God. He may answer us by pointing to
certain Bible verses or give us direct insights. He will also correct us if we pray for the wrong
things or with a wrong motive. Moreover, making requests is just one form of prayer. Some of
you know the ACTS of prayer. A is adoration, or praises to God for who He is. C stands for
confession of our sins. T refers to thanksgiving for God’s works. Lastly, S is about supplication,
or the petitions for our needs. The second question is, does Jesus forbid recurring prayer? In
reality, we often repeat the same prayers. Perhaps you have been praying for the salvation for
your friends and family for years. So far, they have not received Jesus. Similarly, it takes a lot of
constant prayer for a spiritual revival of this nation and our church. Here lies the second spiritual
lesson based on this passage: the frequency of our prayer should reflect our fervency. We live in
a fast-pace world. We want tomorrow’s problems solved yesterday. But God has been patiently
waiting for people to return to Him. For example, a lot of Jews still do not believe that Jesus is
the Messiah. Our prayer should not be one-and-done. Keep knocking on the door of heaven until
God answers you. Do not quit too early!

2. IFHERYREFE Right Attitude (v. 9-

15)

After pointing out the wrong attention in prayer, Jesus tells us the right attitude we should have
as we pray. It should be God-centered. Verses 9 to 13 is commonly called the Lord’s Prayer.
Jesus begins in verse 9 by saying: “Our Father in heaven.” God is our Heavenly Father. He is not
the supplier of our wants. He is not our last resort when we are desperate. He is not a servant
who obeys our commands. That takes us to the third spiritual lesson: the identity of God in our
mind will affect the mentality in our prayer. The concept of God the Father was foreign to the
Jews at that time. They knew that God is powerful. But they felt that God was far away from
them. In comparison, Jesus often called God His Father. Jesus told people that He and God have
a close relationship. We should keep that in mind as we pray. God is both high above us and He
is personal to us. It is like how little children think of their dads. He is big and strong. He is
capable and courageous. He protects and provides for his children. Multiply those qualities by



infinite times, then you will get the right picture about our Heavenly Father. After clarifying who
God is, Jesus teaches us three things about God’s work we should pray for. Look at the second
half of verse 9: “Hallowed be your name.” We can replace the word “hallowed” with “glorified.”
We pray that God’s name be honored. In the Bible, a person’s name represents his/her character.
The title “God” means “the Almighty One” and “Lord” refers to a sovereign being. When we
pray “hallowed be your name,” we wish that people will recognize God as God, rather than
mocking at His name. On the positive side, we should praise His name, thank Him for His works
and not embarrassed to speak about Him to others. Besides praying about God’s name, the next
request is in verse 10: “Your kingdom come.” A kingdom is the territory where a king rules. The
whole world is God’s creation. However, sin came into the world when Adam and Eve rebelled
against God. When Jesus began His ministries, He proclaimed that the Kingdom of Heaven had
arrived. He rescues us from the dark domain and transfers us into His Kingdom. When we pray:
“Your kingdom come,” we affirm that God is our King. At the same time, we hope that Jesus will
come back soon to destroy sin. That longing ties in to the third thing we should pray for. The
second half of verse 10 reads: “your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.” God carries out
His will without interference in heaven where there is no sin. However, God’s will is obstructed
on the earth because of people’s sins. But our disobedience will not derail God’s plans. By
praying that God’s will be done, we express our desire to submit to Him. We trust that the
outcome God gives us is His perfect will, even though we may not like it nor fully understand it.
Examples are like your job, your house and your spouse. That leads us to the next spiritual
lesson: our intent will shape the content of our prayer. We want God to take charge in our lives.
He listens to our prayer and we listen to His direction. The three requests about God’s work are
followed by three petitions for personal needs. First, our physical needs. Jesus says in verse 11:
“Give us this day our daily bread.” In those days, many people were day-wage workers. They
could not put food on the table if no one hired them on a particular day. What about us? Do you
say that prayer every day when you have enough food in the fridge and pantry, and when you
have money in your bank account? This prayer is actually a declaration of our faith. We
recognize that God is the ultimate source of all our blessings. We can expand the scope to things
like a home, clothes and health, etc. Later on when you grab your car door and house door, thank
God for giving you that property. Next time when you receive your paycheck and bank
statement, thank God for providing you financial resources. Besides praying for our physical
needs, Jesus also asks us to pray for our relational need. Verse 12 says: “And forgive us our
debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.” The word “debts” here can refer to wrongdoings.
Jesus tells us to beg our Heavenly Father to pardon our sins in the same way as we do to those
who violate us. He elaborates the condition in verses 14-15: “14 For if you forgive others their
trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you, 15 but if you do not forgive others their
trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.” The word “trespasses” can mean
faults or sins. Our horizontal relationship with others will affect our vertical relationship with
God. We are hypocrites if we appear godly in the church but we harbor bitterness toward others
in our hearts. Jesus Christ has forgiven all of our sins — past, present and future — the moment we
received Him into our hearts. We can tap into His grace to forgive those who offend us.
Therefore, the question is not whether we can overlook others’ sins. The matter is whether or not
we choose to do so. May the forgiveness of Jesus be an example and a motivation for us. The
final thing we should pray for is our spiritual need. Verse 13 says: “And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil.” Jesus is talking about Satan’s schemes to stumble us. This
prayer covers both the prevention and cure. On the one hand, we call onto God’s protection



against temptations. In reality, we often fall to sins. Sometimes, we surrender to peer pressure.
Perhaps we do not want to disappoint our friends. We said, watched or did something that we
knew God would not approve. Other times, we sin against God unintentionally. Regardless of the
reason, we can hold onto God’s promise in the second part of the prayer whenever we sin. We
ask God to “deliver us from evil.” He is always the God of second chance. He will lead us back
when we confess our sins. However, we should not abuse His forgiving grace because Jesus died
for us on the cross to achieve that. But we should not be embarrassed to turn back to God either.
The fact that we will fall to the same temptations many times in this life should take away our
pride. We can only win the spiritual war when we rely on the Lord. This model prayer ends with
a praise: “For yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen!” This statement
is not included in some Bible translations because it cannot be found in certain ancient
manuscripts. Nevertheless, it is appropriate to end the prayer with praises to God. It actually
echoes with the first part of the prayer in verses 9-10. Jesus teaches us to begin and conclude our
prayer by giving glory to God.

4Ex6 CONCLUSION

Prayer is about growing our relationship with God than getting results from Him. If prayer is all
about results, then we will not pray when we have everything or when we think that we can solve
our problems by our own effort. Moreover, we will stop trusting God if we do not get what we
want. However, if our goal is to get close to God, then we will call on His name even when we
do not need anything. A pastor once told to his young son that he could call him any time to his
church office. He explained: “My secretary will screen phone calls for me. If I’'m busy and
mommy calls, my secretary will tell her what I’'m doing. Mommy will decide whether or not to
interrupt me.” Then the father adds: “However, if you call me, my secretary will put you through
because you are my son.” A few days later the little boy called his father. Sure enough, the
secretary informed the pastor of the caller. The Pastor asked: “Hey, baby! what can I do for
you?” The son replied: “Nothing. I just want to make sure I can reach you that easily.” Our
Heavenly Father is way better than our earthly father. There is no secretary to screen calls. There
will never be a busy signal. We do not need to leave messages. God is always available 24/7. The
question for you is: is God your Heavenly Father? Or do you just make Him into a genie in a
bottle? Is Jesus Christ your Lord? Or do you treat Him as your servant? If you admit that God is
your Father, then you will submit to His will and you will commit your needs to Him. In closing,
let us recite this prayer together.
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