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Our physical growth from baby to adulthood can be measured in numbers. After you were born,
your parents had to keep track of what size of diapers you wore and how many ounces of milk
you drank. You gradually wear bigger shoes and clothes. I knew that my boys had become
teenagers when I stopped shopping at the Children’s Place. When kids come to a certain age,
they are eligible to drive, get a credit card and vote. Soon they think about college, dating and
career. Reality sets in when you are qualified for a senior discount at restaurants. Those are some
stages in our physical development. God does not only want to see us get old. He hopes that we
can be mature. We celebrate Youth Sunday today. We will borrow a few themes from the letters
Paul wrote to Timothy to encourage our young people. But this message is for everyone. Paul
was a mentor to Timothy, a young church pastor. At that time, Paul was imprisoned for sharing
the faith. He realized that he might be executed soon. Therefore, he left some final reminders to
his apprentice. Timothy would face some obstacles in his ministries. Likewise, we will encounter
challenges as we live out our faith in the world. We must show three marks of spiritual maturity.

EXPLANATION fi#fE

1. Respectable <% A Bt

First of all, a mature believer should be a respectable person. Paul says in 1 Timothy 4:12 — Let
no one despise you for your youth, but set the believers an example in speech, in conduct, in
love, in faith, in purity. Paul urges Timothy to be a role-model to fellow Christians. He must be
godly in his words and in his actions. There should not be any selfish intent behind his conducts.
He needed to have a healthy relationship with church members and with God. People should
aspire to become a Christian like Timothy. Allow me to encourage our young folks. Do people
describe you as a respectable person? Are you an imitator or an influencer? Do you just copy the
latest trends from the social media even without thinking? Do you talk and dress like your peers
do just to fit in? Who do you try to impress? Your friends, your classmates or your so-called
“followers” whom you do not even know? God challenges you to be a role-model to others in
and outside of the church. Let your presence be a blessing to others. Let it be like a sweet
fragrance in a smelly room or some ice-cold water in the hot summer. That way, people are
drawn to you not because of your characteristics on the outside. For example, your height or your
look. But people like to get near to you because of your character on the inside. It is just like the
lyrics in the song “Live Like That,” which say: “People pass, and even if they don’t know my
name. Is there evidence that I’ve been changed? When they see me, do they see You?” Your
testimony is effective when people can tell that you are a believer even before you say it.

2. Responsible EIEE (T

Besides being a respectable person, a mature Christian must also be a responsible person. They
hold themselves accountable for their actions. Paul encourages Timothy in 2:21 of his second
letter: Therefore, if anyone cleanses himself from what is dishonorable, he will be a vessel for
honorable use, set apart as holy, useful to the master of the house, ready for every good work. In
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the previous verse, Paul compares articles made of gold and silver to containers made of wood
and clay. There are some ordinary bowls and plates in your home for everyday use. Then there
are some fine chinaware that you reserve for hosting guests. Paul applies that contrast to our
conducts. If we get rid of what is trivial and even disgraceful, then we can become noble
instruments for God to use. We have been sanctified by God the moment we received Jesus.
However, we must choose to live a holy life. Little kids are under the supervision of their
parents. Eventually, they have to make their own decisions as they grow up. For example, how to
use their free time, which friends to mingle with, the websites they visit and what information to
believe, etc. They will stop saying: “My dad or mom asks me to do such and such.” Instead, they
will tell you: “I want to do what is right.” Such freedom comes with a price. When they make a
mistake they can no longer blame their parents. Even though kids will finally go independent of
their parents, they should always be dependent on God when making choices. They must use the
Bible as an instruction manual for life. Then God can use them to bring honor to Himself.

3. Reliable 3k n] 5

A mature Christian is not just a respectable and a responsible person. He/she must also be a
reliable person. Paul says in 2 Timothy 2:15 — Do your best to present yourself to God as one
approved, a worker who has no need to be ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth. AWANA
kids should know this verse by heart. As a church pastor, Timothy’s main task was to preach
God’s Word. Paul states three requirements for Timothy. First, he must be an approved workman.
The Greek word for “approved” has its background in the money-exchange business. Coins in
the ancient world were not as uniform as today’s money. Some dishonest merchants shaved off
portions of the metal before using it. Money-changers were “approved” if they only bought and
sold full-weight coins. Similarly, an approved Bible teacher is one who will not deviate from the
truth. Secondly, he is not ashamed of what God says. For example, he is not timid to convict sins
and to pronounce God’s judgment. Instead, thirdly, he will rightly handle the truth. The Greek
word for “rightly handling” means cutting in a straight line. A tailor making clothes or a
craftsman building a house have to cut the materials precisely so that all the parts will fit
together. You may not be a Bible teacher. But you are a disciple of Jesus if you are a Christian.
The world tells you to keep your religion privately. But God asks you to make your faith public.
Do you feel honorable to carry the title “Christian?”” Are you bold to tell people what you believe
even when they do not like to hear it? Recently, a mom shared her young daughter’s homework.
She talked about her faith. She wrote that she comes to realize what sin is, and she wants to
become a Christian. That is great! Did I mention that she attends a public school? A reliable
messenger of God’s Word will tell the truth regardless of the audience or the circumstance.

CONCLUSION %364

Growth is a process. God keeps refining us until we see Jesus in glory. We will definitely make
mistakes along the way. But if we fail to learn, then we will only learn to fail. Mature Christians
will never quit. They know that they are always work-in-progress in the hand of God. He will cut
off unproductive areas and smoothen rough edges, so that His image can be more evident in our
lives. Eventually, we will become a masterpiece of the Master. Hope that God’s Word is an
encouragement to everyone, especially to our young people.
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