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INTRODUCTION 5|5

Have you ever been put on the spot in public? Some people are natural speakers. They do not
mind being asked to say something unprepared. Perhaps they even enjoy the attention. But if you
are a shy person like me, you need some planning before you can present a speech. It will be
nerve-wrecking if you are given a last-minute assignment. But whether you are an extrovert or an
introvert, no one likes to receive criticism in front of people. That is what happened in our story
today. A woman had to deal with an agitated crowd. This is a unique passage in the Bible. There
may be a horizontal line or some special punctuation marks in your Bible before and after the
section. There may also be a footnote that says this story was not included in some of the early
Bible manuscripts. Some scholars question whether the story was written by apostle John or
someone inserted it later. Certain style of writing in this account is different from the rest of the
gospel of John. Although the event was not included in some manuscripts, it does not mean that
it never happened. Since we are only ordinary believers, we will leave the debate to the experts.
Also, Jesus’ response in the incident was consistent with how He behaved in the rest of the
gospels. Through His interaction with the crowd, Jesus proved that He was the Lord of the Law.
He showed us that only the One who underwrites the Law has the right to overrule it.

EXPLANATION fi#fE
1. Person to be Accused? F5F2f %422

The setting is an accusation. It seems obvious who the person being accused was. A woman was
caught red-handed when committing adultery. She was guilty as charged. We can imagine that
she was anxiously waiting for her judgment. At that time, Jesus was teaching in the temple. He
was possibly in the outer courtyard. Some scribes and Pharisees brought the woman to the scene.
They made a request to Jesus in verses 4-5: 4 ...“Teacher, this woman has been caught in the act
of adultery. 5 Now in the Law, Moses commanded us to stone such women. So what do you
say?” Very likely, they had witnesses to verify her sin. Adultery is a direct violation of the 7™ of
the Ten Commandments. The Law says the offense is punishable by death. It is based on
Leviticus 20:10 — “If a man commits adultery with the wife of his neighbor, both the adulterer
and the adulteress shall surely be put to death.” Those religious leaders had a legitimate case. But
did they miss something here? First, the Law says both parties should be punished. Where was
the man? Did he run away or did the religious leaders let him go? Second, if those prosecutors
believed that death penalty was the proper judgment, why did they not carry it out themselves?
Why did they ask Jesus for advice? Verse 6 tells us their true motive: This they said to test him,
that they might have some charge to bring against him... The religious leaders were not trying to
check Jesus’ knowledge of the Law. The fate of the lady was not their primary concern either.
She was only a bait to trap Jesus. If Jesus said they could go ahead and execute the lady, then
they would accuse Him for a lack of mercy. Jesus would also be accused of overriding the
authority of the Roman government. On the contrary, if Jesus said the woman should be spared,
the religious leaders would accuse Him of violating the Law. Jesus would be condemned in
either case. You see, Jesus, not the woman, was the real person they wanted to accuse. Rather



than answering the question directly, Jesus started writing on the ground with His finger. The
passage does not say what He was writing. Meanwhile, the teachers kept pressing Jesus with the
question. Then He stood up and said in verse 7: ...“Let him who is without sin among you be the
first to throw a stone at her.” Jesus replied by bouncing a question back to His opponents. He
often used the same tactic when He was tested by His critics. But this time He challenged
everyone on the scene. He then resumed writing. We can expect that the yelling of indictment
instantly turned into a dead silence. The suspense gave people time to examine themselves. We
see their reaction in verse 9: But when they heard it, they went away one by one, beginning with
the older ones, and Jesus was left alone with the woman standing before him. The spectators
became offenders. It was true that they might never have committed adultery. But everyone was
guilty of some other sins. The older people might be more aware of their sins because of their life
experience. Therefore, they left first. But eventually, everyone was gone. The religious leaders
wanted to trap Jesus in His words. At the end, Jesus exposed their hypocrisy. They accused
others while excusing their own sins. Have we not been self-righteous like them? For example, it
may happen when we discuss scandals in the news. We are shocked to learn that some famous
people lead a double-life. We believe that they deserve to be punished. On other occasions, the
people in question can be our brothers and sisters in the church! We say to each other: “How can
a mature Christian did those things?” We should be careful when we harbor such mentality. It is
easy to overlook our sins by pointing out others’ sins. God loves sinners and hates sins. In our
case, we often hate other sinners but love our own sins. We should not condone sins but we
should not condemn sinners either. After all, there is only one righteous Judge. He is our God.
We all need His grace and mercy. That was how Jesus treated the woman.

2. Person to be Acquitted #7F7HYTEA

The religious leaders wanted to use the woman to accuse Jesus. As it turned out, Jesus indicted
everyone on the spot. After all the people were gone, only the woman remained. Jesus showed
grace to her and acquitted her. Listen to the conversation in verses 10-11: 10 Jesus stood up and
said to her, “Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?” 11 She said, “No one,
Lord.” And Jesus said, “Neither do I condemn you; go, and from now on sin no more.” The
crowd had dispersed. There was no one to accuse her. Not even Jesus! Jesus dismissed the charge
not because there was not enough evidence to prosecute the woman. He chose to acquit a sinner
out of grace. Jesus gave her a command before she left: “Sin no more!” Jesus did not condemn
her for her sin. But He urged her to use the pardon as a turning point in her life. She might not
fully understand the significance of Jesus’ words. But at least she knew that Jesus wanted her to
have a new beginning. Jesus showed His authority in judgment by acquitting the woman. Jesus’
forgiveness of the lady points to His forgiving grace through the cross. When Jesus forgives us, it
is not just about one sin or many sins, but all of them. That include the sins in our whole life —
past, present and future. Paul says in Romans 8:1 — There is therefore now no condemnation for
those who are in Christ Jesus. We are in Christ Jesus when we received Him by faith into our
hearts. When Jesus shouldered our sins on the cross, our sin debt was paid in full. From then on,
no one can bring those charges and condemn us. Brothers and sisters: do you want Jesus to
remove only some of your sins? Or do you want Him to wipe you all clean? Suppose someone
treats you a $100 buffet at a five-star hotel. Everything has been paid for. Any food item you can
think of is right before your eyes. Your friend reminds you that you can eat whatever you like.
You walk to the salad bar and fill up a small plate of veggie. You said to the host after you



finished: “Thank you for your invitation. I’'m done.” Your friend will be upset, because you fail
to appreciate his generosity by eating so little. God has more grace than the money that person
has. He has the power to forgive all of our sins. But how come we often live like Jesus only
washed away some of our sins? We do so by intentionally repeat the same sins over and again.
That should not be the case. We loved to sin when we did not know Jesus. Now we should love
Jesus by pursuing holiness. Indeed we will continue to stumble in this life. We live in a fallen
world full of temptations, and we still live in a fragile body. We can never fight against sin by
ourselves. Only by relying on the Holy Spirit in us can we live a victorious life. God’s
forgiveness encourages us to obey Him. But we do not submit to God reluctantly as if we join a
military bootcamp. Rather, we freely choose to love God back because He loves us first. As a
result, although we can never be sinless in this life, we can sin less by God’s grace. As grace
recipients, we should also be grace givers. We need to share God’s grace with others. Paul says
in Galatians 6:1 — Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual should
restore him in a spirit of gentleness. Keep watch on yourself, lest you too be tempted. The
context is a Christian community. It is easy to pass judgment and throw the first stone at the
person who sinned. But it takes compassion to receive a wrongdoer without agreeing with the sin
committed. We should not ignore the consequence of sin as well. We let the civil authority
handle the legal matters if laws are broken. However, we should bring the person back to the fold
instead of kicking the person out. Pastor Max Lucado said it well: “God loves us the way we are,
but He doesn’t want us to stay that way.” We should extend God’s grace to the offender.
Hopefully, it will lead to a repentance, and it motivates the person to pursue righteousness.

CONCLUSION &%t

God who underwrites the Law has the right to overrule it. Jesus did not cancel the Law. He has
never changed God’s standard either. God always treats sin as sin. There has to be a
compensation when we violate His holiness. Jesus suffered the penalty we deserve. God could
have dealt with us harshly by His Law. Instead, He treats us with grace. If we do not see the
holiness of God and the seriousness of our sins, then we will not realize the weight of God’s
grace. Moreover, only those who cherish God’s grace will be willing to extend grace to others.
Let me illustrate with a true story. Samuel Colgate, whose company makes the toothpaste brand
many people use, was a devout Christian. He was even a Baptist! Once there was an evangelistic
meeting at the church he attended. At the end of the service, the pastor invited those who wanted
to accept Jesus to come forward. He emphasized that Jesus could forgive any sin big and small. A
woman who was well-known in town for her sinful lifestyle walked down the aisle. She wept as
she knelt before the podium. Moments later, she stood up and testified. She firmly believed that
God had forgiven her sins. She wanted to become a member of the church. There was a complete
silence. Colgate then rose from the pew. He said: “I guess we messed up when we prayed that
God would save sinners. We forgot to specify what kind of sinners we want Him to accept. We
need to ask the Lord for forgiveness of our negligence.” Immediately, another member proposed
to accept the lady into the congregation. The motion was approved unanimously. Brothers and
sisters: we are that woman in Colgate’s story and in Jesus’ story. Jesus could have prosecute you
in the court of heaven. But He willingly forgives you. Jesus is saying to us today too: “Sin no
more!” For those who do not know Jesus, His salvation grace is for you too. Come receive Jesus!
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