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5]& INTRODUCTION

There are two kinds of men in the world — those who follow instructions and those who do not. I
told you before that I do not like to stop and ask for direction when I am lost on a road-trip. I feel
embarrassed to ask for help. A device called GPS saves the faces of many men like me. Perhaps
you are a guy who seldom read the user manual when you use a product. You end up spending
more time to assemble an item and to figure out how to use it. Finally, you refer to the booklet
out of frustration. Then you realize why you are stuck in certain steps. You see, a user manual is
written for humble people. They are wise enough to follow the designer’s instructions. The same
principle applies to our life. God our Creator gives us the Bible as a user manual. We will have
problems when we deviate from His will. Sometimes we commit ignorant mistakes. Other times
we sin intentionally. People often question why God does not bless them the way they expect.
One possible reason is that they do not want to obey God. All they want are the stuff from Him.
Our world becomes a mess when people go their own ways. The solution is not to revise God’s
rules but to respect them. When we talk about Kingdom Living in this series, we need to explore
how God wants us to live. Our life should be a true witness for Him. We show people that
Biblical truths are not only good advice. They are God’s blueprints for us. Blessed are those who
listen to Him and do as He says.

fi#f% EXPLANATION
1. {E{JHVET Fruits of Our Belief (v. 13-16)

First, our life can become a true witness for God when we display the fruits of our belief. Jesus
uses two objects to illustrate those fruits — salt and light. He says in verse 13: “You are the salt of
the earth.” At that time, salt performed a few functions. It is a simple seasoning like we use it
today. Salt adds flavor, otherwise food will be bland. Secondly, salt is used as a preservative at a
time when there was no refrigerator. It slows down decay. Think of the way your grandparents
prepared salty fish or meat. Thirdly, salt in a small amount was used as a fertilizer in the Biblical
times. Therefore, salt is a basic necessity in life. The Lord goes on and tells us that salt cannot
perform its functions when it loses its saltiness. Edible salt is sodium chloride, which is a stable
compound. How can it change its nature? In Jesus’ days, salt was derived from salt marshes
rather than by evaporation of sea water. It has a lot of impurities. Sodium chloride is very
soluble. When it is leached out, then salt will not be salty anymore. It will become useless when
the most important ingredient is gone. Many people cannot survive the morning without a cup of
coffee. I usually drink two cups every day. A decaf drink may not wake people up if the active
ingredient, caffeine, is absent. Jesus says unusable salt is good for nothing. People would throw
it away and trample it under their feet. At that time, people spread worthless salt on their roof top
or on pavements, then they stomped on it to compact it. It will prevent the formation of cracks in
mud. People would salvage something good from a waste. It is like most people will not throw
away their shirts even if they are worn out. They wear them at home or use them as rags to mop
the floor. In any case, those clothes lose their original purpose. Likewise, we will be ineffective
witness for Jesus if we do not perform the functions God makes us for. For example, do we add



“flavors” to others’ lives? Do we often encourage or criticize people? Do we unite or break up a
team through our comments and actions? We live in a fallen world. Are we acting as a
preservative to slow down moral decay? Do we speak up against ungodly ideas and conducts?
Please be gracious as you do so! You do not need to post your comments on social media or
demonstrate on the street. But at least you should share your position based on the Bible when
non-believers ask you. Or you can participate in a signature campaign or boycott against certain
merchants. Jesus tells us that “You are the salt of the earth.” The present tense denotes a
continuous action. Our Christian witness is an everyday practice. We are Jesus’ followers on
Sundays as well as on weekdays, whether we are inside or outside of a church and whoever we
mingle with. Besides being a witness like salt, Jesus mentions in verse 14 that: “You are the light
of the world.” While salt can be an internal agent, light exerts external influence. Light fails to be
light when it is hidden. A city on a hill is visible at night when people kindle their light. Travelers
can tell from a distance that the city has inhabitants. At that time, people got illumination by
burning oil. In any culture, light is considered as a positive element. Someone said it right that
there is no such thing as darkness. It is only a result of the lack of light. The sinful world is dark
without light. Jesus is our ultimate light source. He proclaims in John 8:12 that: ... “I am the
light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”
Jesus came into the world to shine His glorious light into dark corners. People in Jesus’ days
could experience the effects of His light. Jesus rescued people from the oppression of sin.
Through His work, Jesus pointed people to the Kingdom of Light. Those who follow Him will
have a new life. Every believer has experienced that transition from darkness to light. Paul
contrasts in Ephesians 5:8-9 that: 8 For at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in
the Lord. Walk as children of light 9 (for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right
and true). Sin is done behind the scene, because exposure of it brings shame and guilt. Brothers
and sisters: we need to examine if we still live in the dark. Do we often slander and make up
rumors behind people’s back? Do we securely steal office supply from our work place? We need
God’s help to clean up our hearts and our hands so that we be effective witness of light. Jesus is
the light source, we are only reflectors of His goodness. Jesus says in verse 16 that people will
give glory to God when they see our good behaviors. They may not know what we believe. But
they may wonder why we are so kind to them. This will open a door for evangelism. You can
share how God saved you and changed you. Even when some people skip salt in their food for
health reasons, no one can maintain a normal life without light. Quite a lot of people lost power
in recent storms. They had to suffer from the heat without an air-conditioner or a fan. Perishable
food in their fridge gradually went bad. Besides, they had to live in the dark. Even a small
flashlight or a few candles could make a difference. God gives you certain platforms to witness
His light. You may not post YouTube videos to share your faith. But simple show your peace and
joy can be an effective witness. Nowadays, a lot of people are juggling with their career, family
and kids. They worry about crime and inflation. People may be curious to know why you are
happy and content. They want to have a healthy marriage and obedient kids like you do. We can
be a shining light similar to a candle. We display the way of life God intends us to be like. We
can also be a guiding light like the illumination on an airport runway that directs landing
airplanes. We lead people to Jesus, the eternal source of light.

2. {E{HYFRJE Root of Our Belief (v. 17-20)



Jesus urges us to show the fruits of our belief. Then Jesus says that we should also witness the
root of our belief. God’s Word is the root. Jesus came to world to affirm it. He says in verse 17:
“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish
them but to fulfill them.” The Law and the Prophets, together with the Psalms are the three parts
of the Jewish Old Testament. Jesus verified the authority of the Bible. Jesus’ listeners sensed that
His teaching was quite different from other rabbis’. For instance, the last verse of chapter 7 says
that the audience felt Jesus’ authority in His words. People might wonder if Jesus was giving
some new lessons that superseded the Law. It is like a new CEO comes into the office.
Employees expect that he will change some business practices and introduce new work culture.
But Jesus stresses that He does not come to abolish the Law, but to fulfill it. By fulfilling the
Law, Jesus might mean three things. First, He corrected the misuse of the Law. In other words,
Jesus restored the original purpose of the Law. God gave the Law to His people through Moses
on Mount Sinai. God brought them out of Egypt. A group of slaves became His children. Then
God proclaimed the Law to them. He told Moses in Exodus 19:5-6 — 5 ““Now therefore, if you
will indeed obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured possession among
all peoples, for all the earth is mine; 6 and you shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a holy
nation.” These are the words that you shall speak to the people of Israel.” God made a covenant
with them. The Law had the detail stipulations of the covenant. It is like the constitution of a
country pronounces the formation of the nation. From it, laws elaborate what it means to be
citizens. Similarly, the Old Testament Law maintains the life of the Israelites. There are three
major parts in the Law. The ceremonial law tells people how to worship God. The civil law gives
them instructions on building a godly society. The moral law defines God’s standard of right and
wrong. The Law is a tool for people to know God and to follow His instructions. However, the
religious leaders of Jesus’ time misused the Law. Instead of using it to regulate people’s life, they
misused it to restrict their life. For example, God set aside the sabbath for people to rest so that
they could find time to worship Him. However, the religious teachers imposed a lot of
restrictions about the sabbath. They even accused people when they broke those rules. In doing
so0, they burdened people with fear, while they should joyfully worship God. Jesus did not only
correct the misuse of the Law. In addition, He also corrected the misunderstanding of the Law.
Why did the religious leaders put so much attention on others’ performance? It was because they
misunderstood that people could be saved by obeying the Law. They realized that their ancestors
were disciplined by God because they broke the Law. For example, they worshipped idols. If
violating God’s Law brings punishment, then abiding by the Law will mean rewards. God did
promise blessings to His people if they followed His commands. But the problem is, God never
said that we can achieve salvation by observing the Law. After all, no one can do so perfectly.
The religious leaders put emphasis on conducts, but they neglected their character. Jesus
condemns their hypocrisy by quoting prophet Isaiah in Matthew 15:8-9 — 8 ““This people honors
me with their lips, but their heart is far from me; 9 in vain do they worship me, teaching as
doctrines the commandments of men.””” Only God can see people’s hearts. The Law is not a
curriculum to study and to prepare for an exam. No one can score one-hundred points and win
admission to heaven. The Law is a set of house-rules for people who have been adopted as God’s
children to follow. Jesus does not only correct the misuse and misunderstanding of the Law.
Thirdly, He also corrected the mission of the Law. It prophesies about Jesus and it prepares for
His coming. In other words, Jesus is the fulfillment of the Law. The ceremonial law portrays the
ultimate sin offering Jesus presented on the cross. The civil law speaks about the true
righteousness that only Jesus can give people. The moral law mirrors the holy God. Jesus, not



Moses or the religious teachers, is the final authority of the Law. By upholding the Law, people
affirm the authority of Jesus. What does all that mean to us modern and non-Jewish people? We
wonder if we still have to follow those rules in the Old Testament. We live in a completely
different culture compared to the Biblical times. More importantly, Jesus’ salvation work gives
new meanings to the Law. We no longer have to present animal sacrifice because Jesus died on
the cross to redeem us. We worship on Sunday instead of the sabbath because Jesus rose on a
Sunday. We can eat everything that is deemed unclean by the Law, since Jesus had bridged the
gap between the secular and the holy. He is the Mediator between God and us. Since Jesus is the
fulfillment of the Law, He gives us a richer meaning when we read the Old Testament. We must
pay attention to how those stories were fulfilled in Jesus. For example, the temple worship
portrayed Jesus’ salvation work. He is the supreme High Priest who leads us to God. The three
days prophet Jonah spent in the belly of the big fish symbolized the three days between Jesus’
death and resurrection. The covenant God made with king David foretold the eternal covenant
Jesus made with His followers. Jesus will establish an everlasting Kingdom in heaven. The
whole Bible is centered on Jesus. He is the ultimate authority behind the writings. The Bible can
change our lives because it is the Word of God. It does not only enrich our knowledge about God
or give us insights on how to improve ourselves. It also empowers us to obey God.

4&5m CONCLUSION

Our life should be a true witness for God. We show people that Biblical truths are not only good
advice. They are God’s blueprints for us. We must follow God’s instructions if we want to
overcome the struggles in the world. That reminds me of the plot of an old movie Firefox.
Famous cowboy Clint Eastwood plays the main character. The backdrop is the former USSR.
The Soviet develops an advanced fighter-jet, MiG-31, code name Firefox. It can fly at high
speed, it is invisible to radar and its weapons are controlled by the pilot’s mind. Eastwood is a
U.S. Air Force general who tries to steal the plane. In the movie, he can speak Russian due to his
family background. With the help of some dissidents, Eastwood successfully flies the aircraft out
of the base. As you may expect, the Russians chase after him and try to shoot him down. In one
scene, Eastwood tries to launch missiles at the enemies’ planes. Nothing happens. He suddenly
realizes that he is thinking in English. Then he quickly reorders his thoughts in Russian. Mission
is completed. Eastwood safely made it home when he followed the instructions. Similarly, we
can complete God’s mission for us only if we obey His commands in the Bible.
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