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We live in an everchanging world. I often find it hard to keep up with new technology.
Sometimes, the time it takes for me to learn new things is not worthy of the convenience they
give me. [ guess that is part of the agony for aging. Fortunately, many other good things remain
the same. For example, the only way to order a cake from Costco is to go to a store. You cannot
do it online. The bakery department will not answer your phone call either. When you go to a
store, you have to fill out a form with a pen. There is no computer for you to type. Costco has
been using the same system to receive orders since day one. You can complain all you want that
it is slow and cumbersome. But if you want them to make a cake for you, then you have to
follow their way. Similarly, we can only become Christians by following God’s way. No one sets
the rule except God. But our salvation is not the end of God’s work. He desires to bless us and
makes us a blessing to others. It is an honorable privilege to be gospel messengers.

EXPLANATION fi#fs
1. Same Way to Save [GIfEAYEF =

Paul begins by saying that God uses the same way to save people throughout history. It is
through Jesus Christ. He is the foundation for our faith. Paul boils down the Christian faith into a
simple conviction in verse 9: Because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and
believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. The title “Lord” is
equivalent to Jehovah in the Old Testament. The Jews dare not utter God’s name directly because
it is so sacred to them. Therefore, they use the title “Lord” to replace it. Therefore, when Jews
say “Jesus is Lord,” it means “Jesus is God.” That is the greatest hurdle for Jews to become
Christians to this day. They must believe that Jesus was the Savior prophesied in the Old
Testament. He was not only a great teacher and a prophet. Jesus is God. Because He is God, His
death can cover our sins. Paul puts it this way in 2 Corinthians 5:21 — For our sake he made him
to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. Jesus had
no sin. But He willingly shouldered the sins of mankind on the cross. Jesus died for the penalty
of our sins. Theologians use the phrase “substitutional atonement” to describe it. Today, we call
an innocent person who substitutes the person that committed a crime a scapegoat. As a result,
the real wrongdoer can go freely. Jesus is the scapegoat for our sins. The picture points to the Old
Testament sacrificial ceremony. A sheep or a bull is offered on the altar to substitute sinners. God
temporarily quenches His wrath because an animal dies in the place of a human. Jesus is our
ultimate sin sacrifice. He died once and for all on the cross to atone for the sins of all people. But
since Jesus is God, death has no authority on Him. He rose three days afterward. That is why we
celebrate Easter today. Paul says that we can be saved if we confess with our mouths that Jesus is
Lord and believe in our hearts that He rose from the death. Of course, it is more than just paying
lip-service. Our words must come from a sincere heart. A lot of people claim to be Christians, but
they live like non-believers. The same title “Lord” can also mean “Master.” True Christians are
those who treat Jesus as the boss of their lives. Jesus gives us a warning in Matthew 7:21 — “Not
everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,” will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one who does



the will of my Father who is in heaven.” Many people who call themselves Christians will be
denied entry to heaven on God’s judgment day. God knows who His true children are. We prove
to be followers of Jesus by obeying God’s teaching in the Bible. We should not make judgment
on others. But we should examine ourselves. No one can be saved by doing good works. But
good works that glorify God are natural results of a new life. Just like babies will grow to
become adults, our new life in Jesus should also continue to grow. For example, our love for
God, our desire to read the Bible, our hatred for sins and our grace toward others should increase.
After we are saved, we should become mature and be more like our Lord. All along, God uses
the same way to save people. Christianity is not a western religion. It is a universal gospel. No
one can be saved by attending church, registering as members, serving in a church or even
receiving baptism. Jesus is the only way to salvation. Our ministries should reflect that Jesus is
Lord. He should get all the glory. We serve Him by serving people. God blesses our church by
keep bringing newcomers to our midst. They enjoy our programs and good food. They learn
about God when studying the Bible with us. We build friendship with them but we should help
them establish an eternal relationship with Jesus too. We need to introduce to them that Jesus is
Lord. The same is true for Christian parents. Bringing our kids to the church is only step one.
Sooner or later, we need to help our kids know that Jesus is Lord. We hope that our Lord will one
day become their Lord as well.

2. Same Way to Share [G]f5%HYEIE 5=

God uses the same way to save people. God also gives us an important mission after we are
saved. Just like He sent messengers out in the Bible, He sends us in the same way to share the
gospel to others. Paul explains why that is essential in verses 13-15: 13 For “everyone who calls
on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 14 How then will they call on him in whom they have
not believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are
they to hear without someone preaching? 15 And how are they to preach unless they are sent? ...
God sends His messengers out. They preach the gospel. People hear the message. They then have
to make a decision whether or not to believe. Those who call on the Lord will be saved. Thanks
be to God! Many faithful servants throughout history responded to God’s calling. They carried
the gospel to many parts of the world. Others translated the Bible into various languages. The
first English Bible was published in the 14" century through the effort of John Wycliff. Then
more modern English translations are available later. The Chinese Bible was the result of over
one hundred years of scholarly work. Western missionaries went to China, and they learned the
language and culture. With the help of Chinese interpreters, they translated the Bible into
Chinese. The Chinese Union Version we use today was first published in 1919. The availability
of God’s Word in local languages greatly facilitates gospel work. The YouVersion Bible App a lot
of Christians use has Bible in over 1,300 languages! People can read the Bible in their own
languages, understand its content and be saved. However, that does not replace our role to share
the gospel. We see an example in Acts chapter 8. An Ethiopian eunuch was on his way home
after going to the Jerusalem temple to worship God. He was reading Isaiah chapter 53. A church
leader named Philip was called by an angel to meet with that African official. In verse 30 of the
passage, Philip asks the man: ... “Do you understand what you are reading?” He answers in the
next verse: ... “How can I, unless someone guides me?” ... Philip then explained the text. It
describes Jesus as a sheep being slaughtered. The eunuch understood. He then gladly accepted
Jesus and was baptized on the spot! God sent Philip to explain the gospel to a man. You became



a Christian in the same way. If you are born into a Christian family, then perhaps your parents are
the messengers. But for the majority of us, one or more believers must go and tell us about Jesus.
The question is: are you willing to be the next gospel messenger? Those who have led people to
Christ will agree that there is no bigger joy than to see a person receive salvation. God gave me
that opportunity two weeks ago! Mr. Zhang came to our church recently. He told me that he is a
believer. A few weeks later, Mr. Zhang asked me about baptism. I sat down with him and got to
know his faith background. Then I explained the gospel to him. He understood and agreed with
what I said. Then I led him in a prayer to commit his life to Jesus to follow Him the rest of his
life. Thank God for His grace! God allows you to meet seekers like Mr. Zhang. They can be your
neighbors, classmates, coworkers or even your family members. Will you share the gospel with
them? Will you invite them to our church? One way to share the gospel is by telling three stories:
their stories, your story and God’s story. First, you listen to people’s needs. Perhaps they are
searching for meaning in life, they are anxious about the future, they are battling with other life
issues. Then you share your testimony about how Jesus saved you and how He changed your life.
That is followed by God’s story. You explain who Jesus is, why only He can save us and what it
means to become a follower of Jesus. You refer to Bible verses like John 3:16 and Romans 10:9
as support. Very likely, the person will still have questions. Perhaps you were like that before you
became a Christian! Continue to pray for the person, encourage him/her to keep coming to the
church and give room for God to work in his/her heart.

4&5m CONCLUSION

Our salvation is not the end of God’s work. He desires to bless us and makes us a blessing to
others. God saves people the same way today, and He invites us to share the gospel with others in
the same way. It an honorable privilege to be gospel messengers. The world will keep changing.
But God’s promises will last forever. Let me conclude with a neat story I heard on the Christian
radio recently. A couple was about to celebrate their 40" wedding anniversary. The husband was
flipping through a photo album to cherish some beautiful memories. Suddenly, a piece of paper
dropped out from the book. It was a voucher from the hotel where the couple stayed for their
honeymoon night. It guaranteed them the same price if they went back to spend any anniversary.
It had been forty years. They only paid $38 back then. The man called the number anyway to see
if the owner would honor the offer. The property was bought by an international hotel chain since
then. To the man’s surprise, the manager fulfilled his wish. I am sure that the couple must have a
memorable trip. God’s promises written in His Word are more secure than men’s guarantee. God
always welcomes sinners to return home. Jesus can save any person no matter how far he/she has
gone. Will you be willing to be an ambassador of God’s Kingdom to look for the loss?
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