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5]& INTRODUCTION

Setback is a common thing in life. How you handle a loss reveals your character. Some people
throw the towel and walk away. Others are determined and they keep trying. Sa-soon Cha, a
sixty-eight year old South Korean woman desperately needed a driver’s license for her vegetable
business. But she was not able to score a minimum of 60 out of 100 points in the written test.
Without passing that, she could not go for the road test. Ms. Cha never gave up. In fact, she
showed up almost daily at the licensing office to repeat the exam. Her persistence finally paid
off. She got enough score after her 950™ attempt. That is over three-and-a-half year if you deduct
the weekends! Eventually, she spent about U.S. $4,200 in application fees. I hope she passed the
driving test without much trouble. Setback is not an end unless you call it quit. Very often, a
defeat can be a turning point in life. A loss can become a gain if we grow in wisdom from the
experience. The book of 1 Samuel ends with a sad note. It is a heartbreaking account for Israel.
God’s people did not only lose in a war. They also lost their king. Chapters 30 and 31 bring out a
sharp contrast. It was likely that the two battles took place about the same time. David and his
men were able to conquered the Amalekites in the far south. They rescued their families and
seized a big plunder. In comparison, Saul and his troop suffered a heavy blow from the
Philistines at Mount Gilboa to the far north. Whereas David flourished in his fight, Saul perished
at the end. Saul’s death paved the way for the rise of David to the throne. We will look at Saul’s
final moments by considering three words.

fi#f% EXPLANATION
1. ¥THy Defeated

The first word is “defeated.” Saul’s army was defeated by the Philistines. The enemies prevailed
over the Israelites. Some soldiers passed away, others ran away. Among those who lost their lives
was Jonathan, the dearest friend of David. Jonathan was faithful to God, his country and David.
He also stayed respectful to his mad father and king. A noble soldier died. Meanwhile, Saul
barely hung onto his life from a severe wound. Seeing the enemies approaching, Saul realized
that he had a slim chance to survive or escape. Therefore, he asked his armor-bearer to put him
under the sword. Being slayed by an enemy is never an honorable thing. But enduring
humiliation is even worse. Saul knew that the Philistines were good at torturing their captives.
Samson the famous judge experienced that. The Philistines made him blind and locked him in
chains between two pillars. Samson prayed to God to restore his strength so that he could pay
revenge to the enemies. God answered Samson’s prayer. He pulled down the columns. The roof
collapsed and crushed three thousand Philistines. Saul did not want to die in a shameful way like
Samson did. However, his armor-bearer dared not follow the order. He was torn between
violating the king’s command versus killing the Lord’s anointed. Before he could decide, Saul
fell on his sword. When the armor-bearer saw it, he did the same thing. Saul followed what he
did all along. He took matters into his own hands in his life and in his death. Saul’s downfall
speaks volume about the failure of people’s expectation. The Israelites wished to have a king like
what other nations had. They wanted a ruler to lead them to war. They put all their hope on a



man instead of God. Unfortunately, their king relied on himself but not God. Eventually, Saul
was swallowed by his pride. Even at the final moment of his life, Saul did not call on God for
help. He died the way he lived — a disobedient and stiff-neck rebel. Would the outcome be
different if Saul repented before God? We do not know. But it was evident that Saul was aware
of his sins. God sent prophet Samuel to convict Saul. God also gave Saul multiple opportunities
to turn back to Him. But Saul refused to do that. Saul’s life is a snapshot of typical sinners. They
focus on themselves but not on God. They indulge in people’s praises. They get jealous when
others have more of something than they do. But no matter how capable a person is, one day
everyone has to give an account to God. Hebrews 9:27 reminds us: And just as it is appointed for
man to die once, and after that comes judgment. We do not like to talk or even think about death.
But denying the fact will not change the reality. The great evangelist Pastor Billy Graham once
said that the death rate for humans has never changed. It is always at 100%. Medical
advancement can prolong life, but it can never prevent death. The Bible tells us that death is the
penalty for sin. Our gracious God provides us the only solution for sin. It is through the death of
Jesus Christ. God invites us to come to Him, confess our sins and receive Jesus into our heart by
faith. Those who do not do so in their earthly life will have the bear the consequence of their sins
in eternity. Sometimes, God changes our perspective for life through the death of our loved ones.
A repairman came to our church to fix something recently. After he had completed the work, I
asked if he is a believer. He said his wife is a Christian but he was not in the past. His life
changed six years ago when their son passed away two days after birth. A pastor visited the
couple to offer comfort. The husband decided to follow Jesus. The Lord is waiting for you.
Accept Him today!

2. %575 Defiled

The second word we will consider is “defiled.” Saul thought that choosing an easy way out
would spare him from enemies’ humiliation. While the Philistines could not make a spectacle of
him when he was alive, they defiled his body after his death. When the war was over, the
Philistines returned the next day to collect valuable items. They spotted the bodies of Saul and
his three sons. Perhaps they recognized the royal family by the different war-gears they put on.
The soldiers then did a few things to defile Saul. First, they chopped his head off. Back then
David did the same thing to Goliath after he subdued the giant. Next, the Philistines displayed
Saul’s armor in one of their temples as a trophy of the battle. David also stored Goliath’s sword
in the tabernacle. The Philistines went on and pinned the remain of Saul on a city wall. Very
likely, wild beasts would devour the corpse. It was a gross but an effective way to shame an
enemy. To make sure that every Philistine knew about the victory, the leaders sent messengers to
spread the news around their territories. We can imagine people react with a joyful celebration.
Saul craved over people’s worship in his life. But now the enemies gave glory to their idols in his
fall. The man who was a head above other Israelites was now a head shorter. What was left in
Saul’s handsome appearance was but a broken body. Once a mighty warrior now had nothing to
take pride in. God has a way to humble the proud. There is nothing we can brag about ourselves
if we truly realize that every blessing is from God. If God removes His protection, no one can
continue to exist. Psalm 147:10-11 say: 10 His delight is not in the strength of the horse, nor his
pleasure in the legs of a man, 11 but the Lord takes pleasure in those who fear him, in those
who hope in his steadfast love. Strength, skills and military force that Saul counted on all failed.
He misplaced his trust on people and things but not God. We need to always keep in mind that



leaders, technology and tools are just means through which God bestows His grace. Nowadays,
people worship stuff and use God while they should worship God and use stuff. They do not
know how to conduct a normal life when their phone battery dies or the internet has an outage.
Equipment may malfunction. Rulers may disappoint us. But God always sits on His throne. If
Christians can take pride in anything, it is the fact that God shows us mercy. No one chooses
God, but God chooses us and saves us. Sinners only deserve an eternal condemnation. Therefore,
if not because God’s grace, then no one can be saved. Once we have an eternal life, then nothing
can undo our salvation. Jesus promises us in John 10:27-28 that: 27 “My sheep hear my voice,
and [ know them, and they follow me. 28 I give them eternal life, and they will never perish,
and no one will snatch them out of my hand.” We are in the protection of our Lord. Satan can
scare us and tempt us. Those who hate us because of our belief can harm us. They can falsely
accuse us and defile us. But they cannot remove our status as God’s children. Our earthly life
will gradually deteriorate and end eventually, but our eternal life will continue. No power can
sever our relationship with Jesus. Here, Jesus gives us a good definition of true believers. They
do not just mention on their lips that they are Christians. Like sheep that listen to their shepherd,
people who have a genuine relationship with Jesus will follow their Lord. This is something we
should reflect on. Do we only know about Jesus? Or do we have a deep desire to know Him, so
that we are willing to obey Him?

3. 0 Devoted

The third word we will examine is “devoted.” The Israelites were defeated in a battle. Their king
was defiled. In the midst of sadness and devastation, there was a glimpse of light. A group of
people at Jabesh Gilead were still devoted to their fallen leader. Their relationship with Saul
begins in chapter 11. At that time Saul was barely crowned as a king. He heard that some
Ammonites were waging war against Jabesh Gilead. The location was on the eastern bank of the
Jordan river. Saul then summoned men all over Israel to counter the enemies. That amateur troop
had a decisive victory. How could the people at Jabesh Gilead forget such a big saving grace?
Therefore, when they knew how the Philistines defiled Saul’s remain, they decided to take
action. A few courageous men traveled thirteen miles to Beth Shan and retrieved the bodies of
Saul and his sons. Then they burned the bodies and buried them in Jabesh Gilead. Next, they
called for a seven-day fast to remember their late king. They did all they could to pay a final
tribute to the royal family. The author specifies that the tomb was under a tamarisk tree. That
reminds us of a scene in chapter 22 when Saul was sitting under another tamarisk tree. He was
catching some breeze when his soldiers were hunting for David. Finally, Saul’s remain had a
proper resting place. Those devoted residents of Jabesh Gilead resembled the few faithful
followers of Jesus. The disciples all ran away after Jesus died on the cross. They were afraid to
get into trouble by associating with their Master. But Joseph of Arimathea asked Pilate for Jesus’
body. He and Nicodemus, the Pharisee who visited Jesus at night and asked Him questions about
eternal life, treated Jesus’ remain and laid it in a tomb. Those two secret followers wanted to give
their Teacher a final honor. Then there were a few ladies who visited the tomb at sunrise right
after the Sabbath. They wanted to anoint Jesus’ body with spices. Unlike Jesus’ disciples who
were hiding in fear and confusion, those women used actions to demonstrate their love for the
Lord. God rewarded their devoted hearts. They were the first witnesses of the resurrected Jesus.
Those believers stayed faithful to Jesus despite fear and opposition. Later on, the leaders of the
first Christian church displaced the same boldness when facing persecution. Peter and John were



threatened by the Jewish religious leaders. They ordered the two apostles not to preach about
Jesus. They reply with courage in Acts 4:19-20 — 19 ...“Whether it is right in the sight of God to
listen to you rather than to God, you must judge, 20 for we cannot but speak of what we have
seen and heard.” The message was clear: if the religious leaders claimed that they believed in
God, then they should obey Him instead of following their own agenda. The apostles saw the
resurrected Lord. They knew that Jesus was God. He was the only pathway for salvation. They
determined to remain truthful to Jesus’ calling. Whether in Biblical times or in modern times,
Christians are always the minority in the society. Some people may not like us if they know what
we believe. It is easy to maintain our faith in a church. Once you leave this building, you will
face the unbelieving world. Your family members, friends and colleagues may give you a hard
time because you are a Christian. Do not be afraid and do not back down. Be respectful to others.
Stand firm in the faith by relying on the Lord. If you draw near to Him, He will stay close to you.
Jesus will give you the confidence and wisdom to bear witness for Him. Your good deeds and
moral conduct prove that God is real.

4Ex6 CONCLUSION

A defeat can be a turning point in life. A loss can become a gain when we grow in wisdom.
Surely David would learn a few lessons from Saul’s failure. Saul’s life ended in a tragic way. He
was God’s chosen king. He had some good qualities to succeed. He had a good appearance. He
showed flashes of leadership skills and bravery. God also put His Spirit into Saul’s heart.
However, later he became self-centered and he was jealous of David. Most importantly, Saul
rejected God and so God rejected him too. The Spirit of God departed from Saul. His envy
turned into insanity when he was tormented by an evil spirit. From then on, Saul was on a
downward spiral. The author of first Chronicles also records Saul’s defeat in battle and his death.
He gives some concluding remarks about Saul’s life in 1 Chronicles 10:13-14 — 13 So Saul died
for his breach of faith. He broke faith with the Lord in that he did not keep the command of the
Lord, and also consulted a medium, seeking guidance. 14 He did not seek guidance from the
Lord. Therefore the Lord put him to death and turned the kingdom over to David the son of
Jesse. Saul failed because he did not have an obedient heart toward God. Therefore, he would not
seek God’s advice nor follow His commands. As a result, God decided to appoint David as the
next king. Subsequent stories show that David was far from perfect. But he was a man after
God’s own heart. Even today, Jesus does not call capable but humble people. They are
dependable because they choose to depend on God. They may not earn the prizes from the world,
but they will receive eternal rewards from God.
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