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5] INTRODUCTION

Jobs that deal with things are always much easier than jobs that deal with people. Computer
programs will have bugs. But people will keep bugging you. Experiments may fail, but
people will fail you. Projects may make you feel tired, but people will get tired of you. They
will also argue with you, insist on their own ways and are reluctant to cooperate. Moreover,
they have feelings, emotions and preferences. It is difficult to be a lone-ranger. But it is
harder to manage people. I wonder if some successful leaders take psychology classes as part
of their training. God was preparing David to be a future king. He did not only have to fight
in battles. He also had to oversee subordinates. Very often, struggles come from the outside
as well as the inside. Leaders have to confront the inner voice persuading them to quit when
people are rising up against them. David was in a situation like that. Our story today is a
continuation from the previous chapter. David thought he could find a safe haven from Saul’s
pursuit by surrendering to Achish, a Philistine king. His new boss asked David to fight
against the Israelites. However, some Philistine leaders were afraid that David might be a
cover-up agent. Achish had no choice but to send David and his men away. Just like that,
God saved David from the dilemma of waging war against his peers. The troop must be
whistling on their way home. They expected a warm welcome from their families. Little did
they know that a crisis was waiting ahead. We shall see how David navigated through those
challenges. We can learn from him that a godly leader draws people to follow God.

fiZfE EXPLANATION
1. m[fEskT55] Seek Guidance from God

David and his men saw smoke rising from their village at a distance. Some Amalekites raided
the place. David responded by seeking guidance from God. He learned that he could no
longer rely on his wit. Verses 4-6 describe the scene and the soldiers’ reaction. Everyone was
devastated. After wiping their tears, David’s men vented their frustration onto their leader.
They even planned to throw stones to kill him. They put all the blames on David. If he had
not surrendered to Achish and if David had not asked them to go to war with the Philistines,
then the outcome would have been very different. It is easy to shift blame when problems
arise. It happens in the corporate world and in politics. People quickly draw a line, saying
that someone else causes the problem. But doing so will only divide and not unite a group. I
played some basketball when I was younger. Once a guy teased at our team’s name and
jersey. He also belittled our skills. All the ridicule stopped when we asked him one question:
“Do you want to join us?”” Our mentality will completely change once we stop calling them
“their problems” but look at them as “our problems.” We have a lot to do in this church. Will
you join us? It is easy to complain but will you commit? Perhaps God wants you to get
involved by allowing you to see some existing issues. Roll your sleeves up and serve!
David’s men were sad and mad. Verse 6 tells us where David found a solution: But David



strengthened himself in the Lord his God. He went to God to seek His guidance. Verses 7-8
tell us what he did next. We mentioned before that an ephod was part of the priest’s uniform.
There were two stones in the front pocket for a priest to discern God’s will. After praying, a
priest would randomly draw a pebble. One stone indicates a yes and the other a no from the
Lord. In this case, God’s answers to all three questions were yes. David should chase after
the enemies. He would find them, and he would be able to rescue his people. With God’s
approval, David led his six hundred men on a pursuit. Where do you find strength when you
are weak in faith? You must go to God, our power source. A man named Jacob DeShazer did
that. In December, 1941 DeShazer heard on the radio that the Japanese had raided the Peral
Harbor. He was enraged and decided to join the Air Force. A few months later, DeShazer and
his teammates were sent on a mission to attack Nagoya, Japan. Unfortunately, their plane ran
out of fuel. The airmen had to jump parachutes. They were captured by the Japanese the next
day. That began forty months of inhumane confinement. The crew was beaten and they
suffered from malnutrition. A few members were later executed. By divine coincidence, the
squad was given an English Bible. DeShazer started reading the holy book page by page. He
then confessed his sins and committed his life to Jesus. DeShazer had hope in a hopeless
condition. He learned to seek guidance from God. We must do the same thing when we are in
an uphill battle. Isaiah 40:31 says: But they who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength;
they shall mount up with wings like eagles; they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk
and not faint. We can get tired and run out of ideas. But God is our unlimited source of
strength and wisdom. We can soar like an eagle and dash like an Olympic athlete when we
wait on the Lord. By waiting it does not mean idling. David and his men kept searching
while waiting for God’s direction. We should wait on the Lord by exploring His Word and
gathering coworkers to pray. A godly leader must be also be a reader of God’s Word and an
earnest pray-er. It is no longer this or that person’s idea that matters. But we invite everyone
to follow God’s guidance.

2. ¥ ABAH B ZE& Show Grace to Others

David chose to seek guidance from God. Moreover, he became a role-model of his followers
by showing grace to others. We see two examples in this chapter. The first instance is in
verses 9-10. One-third of the soldiers were too tired to move on. We can imagine the rest of
the men grumbled: “Come on, how can you rest when we need to fight?”” But David showed
grace to those exhausted comrades because he understood their limitations. We need to care
for our busy coworkers too. They may have a day-job and a family to care for like you do.
They serve the Lord and His people out of love. Once in a while, they can use a break. It is a
gracious thing for you to ask: “How may I help?” There are some duties like cleaning or
ushering that do not require any special skill. Will you serve and let others rest? The second
occasion where David showed grace is found in verses 11-12. David and his men were
anxiously looking everywhere for their people. But they stopped and helped an Egyptian. He
did not have any food or water for three whole days. He might not survive if not because of
those kind soldiers. We run into many strangers every day. There are simple things we can do
to show grace to them. For example, hold the door for the person behind you, allow a driver
to cut into the traffic from a parking lot or say hi to people passing by in the park. They do



not know you are a Christian. But at least they feel God’s love from you. Perhaps that person
can be a messenger God sends to bless you in return. That was what happened to David.
Continue to read verses 13-14. How big a difference it would have made if David’s men had
not showed grace to that slave? He might die of dehydration. They would wander aimlessly
in the wilderness. Somehow God allowed two strangers to intersect, and both of them
received timely help they desperately needed. Very often, that is how God works in our lives.
Jacob DeShazer became a new person after he received Jesus. He no longer had hatred
toward those Japanese soldiers who tortured him. On the contrary, he knew that Jesus wanted
him to forgive them just like the Lord had forgiven him. Therefore, DeShazer showed grace
to his enemies. As a result, one particular prison guard even became a helper to DeShazer. He
went as far as smuggling food to DeShazer and possibly saved him from dying of
malnutrition. DeShazer learned to be obedient to God. The Lord rewarded his submission in
unexpected ways. We often experience God’s blessings in surprising manners too. God
wisely let seemingly random things to happen to us. He also brings the right helpers to us at
the perfect time. As we look back, we cannot help but thank God for His wisdom. The future
is full of unknowns. We make plans based on the information we can get. Then we step out in
faith, knowing that the Lord will lead us. To our gospel friends: God is working in your life
as well. It is not a coincidence that you come to this city and this church. God desires to build
an eternal relationship with you. You must humble yourself, confess your sins and accept
Jesus by faith into your heart. The Lord promised to watch over your life. He never
guarantees that it will be trouble-free, but He will always be with you. The Egyptian returned
a favor to David by leading his men to the camp of the Amalekites. Subsequently, the team
was able to destroy the enemies, recover the captured people and properties and even seize
everything the Amalekites had. With God’s protection, no one was hurt and David’s troop
had a great victory.

3. B =5 Share Gifts with Peers

A search-and-rescue mission became a treasure-hunting trip. While people were rejoicing, a
disunity was brewing. The way David resolved the matter demonstrated another quality of a
godly leader: sharing gifts with one’s peers. Let us look at verses 21-22. Those who stayed
behind saw the troop and their families approaching. But before their commander proposed
how to share the plunder, some trouble-makers voiced their opinion. They suggested that
one’s compensation should be proportional to his contribution. It was evident that they
wanted a bigger cut of the goodies. However, David had a different view. Continue to read
verses 23-25. David called those wicked people “my brothers.” Even though people had
different perspectives, everyone was part of the team. Those two hundred men played a role
in guarding the supplies. Indeed, the fighters deserved credit for defeating the enemies. But
God should get the ultimate glory. It was God who brought the Egyptian to them and God
gave the enemies into their hands. God enabled them a victory. David emphasized on grace
instead of effort. Due to this event, David set a precedent for future Israelites to follow. At
the end, David did not only distribute the plunder evenly among the soldiers. He also
presented gifts to some people in Judah. David was from the same tribe. In doing so, David
strengthened the friendship with those people. That paved the way for his future kingship.



David saw every soldier as equally important. They might have different roles, but they all
contributed to the same goals. The apostle Paul teaches us the same truth by using the human
body to represent a church. He reminds us in 1 Corinthians 12:18 — But as it is, God arranged
the members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. God gathers people from various
places to form a church. God also gives each believer unique spiritual gifts. Some roles are
more prominent, others are less obvious. Some people can sing, others can fix things. Certain
members can teach, others have more patience toward kids. God intends for us to work
together to build up His church. Just like David’s troop, we need some people to care for the
supplies so that others can fight at the frontline. We have to depend on each other to make a
church functional and strong. We can foster a team spirit by constantly encouraging each
other, especially those who work behind the scene. I encourage you to go find out who
decorate our church during major festivals, put up nice display on the noticeboards in the
gym, empty trash and take care of book-keeping. The list goes on and on. Thank them for
their faithfulness and diligence. We need a lot of unsung heroes like them to keep other
ministries going. David shared the gifts from God with his people. The biggest gift God
gives to us is eternal life. As recipients of God’s grace, we should be messengers of His
gospel as well. Tell people about Jesus. Share with them that once you were a slave in sin.
But Jesus set you free. DeShazer did just that. Eventually, he and his surviving crew were
rescued from the prison camp. After the war, DeShazer went to a seminary to study. He
decided to become a missionary to Japan. He wanted to share a message of reconciliation
with his former enemies. Among the people he led to Christ was Mitsuo Fuchida. He was a
leader in the Pearl Harbor attack. Later, the two brothers toured around, telling their stories
and the gospel. Subsequently, DeShazer also founded a church in Nagoya, the city where he
dropped bombs when he served as a pilot. A story of defeat and hatred turned into an account
of victory and peace.

4% CONCLUSION

Leaders guide followers to a common goal. A godly leader draws people to follow God.
There will be contrasting voices in a team. A godly leader has to give up on the idea of giving
up. The battle is not done. There are duties to be completed. When our Lord came into the
world, He had to fight back opposition too. But He did not succumb to the enemies. Instead,
Jesus kept seeking guidance from God. He told people that His mission was to obey the
Father’s will. Wicked people set traps to harm Jesus, but He showed them grace. He invited
all those who were thirsty to come to Him, the fountain of living water. He called Himself
the Good Shepherd who came to offer an abundant life. While people despised Him and
some Roman soldiers cast lot to divide His robe, Jesus shared the gift of eternal life to
mankind. Those who respond by faith will be saved.
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