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5]& INTRODUCTION

As part of human nature, we are curious about our future. We want to know what career we will
have, what big things we will achieve and who we will marry, etc. There is a true story about a
man in Hong Kong who wanted to control his future. Once he was riding on a bus. He noticed
that the vehicle kept following the coach of a funeral home. In many cultures, death brings bad
luck. The four digits on the license plate of the car caught the man’s attention: 1380. A few days
later, there was a horse-race. The man remembered those four numbers. He thought it might be a
good idea to place a bet using those figures. After all, 138 in Cantonese sounds like forever rich!
One way to bet on horse-race is to pick the top four winners in a certain race in the right orders.
The difficulty is high, but so is the payout. Since there was no number zero on any horse, he
entered number ten instead. Lo and behold, he won the grand prize. But his fortune did not last
long. He thought his good luck would continue. Therefore, he kept betting until he lost
everything. Finally, he gained wisdom from the last digit. He wished to get rich forever in an
easy way. But it all ended in a zero. In our story today, Saul hoped to learn about his future too.
He knew that God had rejected him as a king, and God had chosen David to replace him. The
outcome was clear but the process and the timing were uncertain. Unfortunately, Saul found out
both unknowns in a horrifying way. God does not want us to predict the future. Rather, He asks
us to trust Him because only He can protect our future.

fi#F% EXPLANATION
1. #RYVEFTR%#E Consumed by Fear

The plot is carried over from our last message. Saul was consumed by fear when he saw the
Philistines approaching. Verses 3-6 tell us the causes for his fear. Chapter 29 says a few of the
Philistine rulers joined their forces. Saul had fear about an upcoming major battle. At this point,
Saul was a paranoid leader. He put capturing David as his top priority. How could a country be
strong if its king was incompetent, and he considered a loyal commander an enemy? Another
reason for Saul’s fear was due to God’s rejection. The Lord no longer spoke to him through the
usual channels. First, Samuel the prophet had passed away, not to mention Saul slaughtered all
the priests at the town of Nob. There was no messenger to convey messages from God. Second,
God ceased to talk to Saul in dreams. In the Biblical times, people believed that dream was a
means for deities to communicate to them. For example, God talked to Abraham and Jacob in
their dreams. Now we are blessed to have the Bible. God will give us instructions when we read
His Word and when we pray to Him. Besides prophets and dreams, the third source of divine
information was Urim. We mentioned before that Urim and Thummin are two stones for priests
to discern God’s will. A priest prayed to God by asking yes/no questions, then randomly drew
one pebble. Here we see the first irony in the story. Saul asked for help from the God he did not
obey. Chinese call it “grab onto Buddha’s foot when you are in a rush.” Just ask any deity for
help when nothing else works. Some non-believers may pray to the God of the Bible, in case He
may respond to them. God of course hears everyone’s prayer. But He has no obligation to answer
people who do not believe Him. Remember how Jesus began the Lord’s prayer? He says in



Matthew 6:9: ... “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.” God replies those who see
Him as their Father. Imagine a neighbor’s kid knock on my door and ask for assistance. I may
choose to help him out of compassion but I do not have the responsibility to do so. However, |
have a blood relationship with my two sons. I care for them out of love. Whenever we pray, we
must bear a submissive heart. God may not give you the things you want. But He will give you
the instructions you should follow. We should go to Him with empty hands. However, we often
pray while grabbing a remote control. We want to play the boss. We treat the Lord as an 800-
number assistant or even a 911 dispatcher. We go to Him only when we have an urgent need. But
Jesus should be our 247 Lord. He is our Lord every moment. We should obey Him. He does not
want your money, incense or roasted pig. He wants your heart. He will give you peace when you
commit yourselves to Him wholeheartedly. Many Christians love the promise in Philippians 4:6-
7 — 6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses
all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Before God gives us a
solution, He gives us peace. It is an assurance that He is in control. God has the answer when we
are burdened by questions and doubts. He has a plan when we are clueless. He knows our future
when we are still stuck in our present. If we truly trust God, then we can sleep like a baby in a
parent’s arms. The infant feels secure under the protection of the parent. Our Heavenly Father is
more powerful and dependable than our earthly parents. He loves us with an everlasting love.
Come receive Him, trust Him, and let Him take away your fear.

2. A E5EE Consulted with Hope

Saul was consumed by fear. Since he could not get help from God, he consulted another source
with a hope to get answers. Verses 7-11 tell us his plan. Here, we see the second irony of Saul.
He broke the law he wrote. Verse 3 says Saul did not allow any fortune-teller in the nation. But
he looked for such spiritual help anyway. Nowadays, we have a saying: “Rules for thee, not for
me.” Some government officials think that they are above the law. Since God no longer spoke to
Saul, he sent his men to look for a medium. They answered instantly that there was a lady in En-
dor. Saul changed to plain clothes and he traveled with two assistants at night. Obviously, he did
not want anyone to know about this trip. The medium was hesitant to take Saul’s business
because she was afraid to violate the king’s order. In verse 10, Saul guaranteed her safety by
swearing in God’s name. This is the biggest irony in the passage. Saul swore to the God he no
longer believed. Many people do the same thing today. Government officials sworn-in by placing
their hands on a Bible. Witnesses in court ask for God’s help to tell the truth. They will go
through the motion if it makes them look more trustworthy. The medium was ready to begin her
ritual. Saul asked her to summon Samuel. He had a good standing with God. Surely Samuel
could get some insider information from the Lord. Here is the fourth irony we see in the passage.
Saul asked a pagan practitioner to call up the spirit of a God follower. People do irrational things
when they are desperate. The Bible clearly forbids us to consult a medium. God warns His
people in Leviticus 19:31 — “Do not turn to mediums or necromancers; do not seek them out, and
so make yourselves unclean by them: I am the Lord your God.” At that time, the Israelites were
ready to enter into Canaan. People there worshipped many false gods. They also practiced
witchcraft. God did not want His people to get involved in those wicked rituals. Several thousand
years later, Satan has not changed his tactics. He uses supernatural power to enslave people.
Those who believe in superstition want to know the future so that they can control their destiny.



How great it will be for people to know the next lottery numbers or predict the stock market? On
the flip side, they also want to foresee coming misfortunes. Here are some legitimate questions to
ask: how can you change the outcomes if certain things are destined to occur? How does it make
you feel if you cannot avoid those bad things? For example, you will smash your car, you will be
laid off from work, or a friend will betray you. Foreknowledge will only make you depressed. It
is like a death-sentence inmate feeling hopeless while waiting to be executed. God does not want
us to know the future. He invites us to walk with Him by faith. Saul tried whichever way that
might work to look into the future. Many people have such buffet-style faith. In case one idol
fails, they still have plan B and C, etc. But God demands our total loyalty. If you claim to follow
Jesus, then obey Him with all your heart. God does not only know our future, He holds our
future. Psalm 139:15-16 read: 15 My frame was not hidden from you, when [ was being made in
secret, intricately woven in the depths of the earth. 16 Your eyes saw my unformed substance; in
your book were written, every one of them, the days that were formed for me, when as yet there
was none of them. He who creates our life also sustains it by His grace. We did not come into the
world by chance. Some people believe in fatalism passively. To them, life is full of helplessness.
That is not what the Bible says. God has a purpose for each of us. Life is an exciting adventure to
know Him. Indeed there will be minor mishaps and even major losses. While certain experience
does not make sense to us, it does make sense to God. He connects all the dots and leads us to
the direction He wants us to go. He is always there for us no matter what will happen.

3. RUESEZE# Condemned for Sin

Saul got his wish. The medium called up Samuel. But as it turned out, Saul did not get the
answers he wanted to hear. Rather, he was condemned for his sin. Verses 12-15 is a fascinating
account. Bible scholars debate whether Samuel actually showed up. Those who deny it have a
good case. Samuel was a man of God. It was impossible for a pagan worshipper to bring a
servant of God back. Spiritists work with demons to deceive people. Perhaps the medium saw an
evil spirit disguised as Samuel. She then made up some stories to fool Saul. After all, everyone
knew that Samuel was an old man and robe was a common attire at that time. Now we look at
the arguments that support it was indeed Samuel. First, the Bible author affirms it in verse 15 that
“Samuel said to Saul.” But the strongest evidence is that the content of the prophecy came true.
Continue to read verses 16-19. Eventually, the Israelites lost the battle. Both Saul and his three
sons perished. It was likely that God allowed Samuel to be called upon. He intended to use the
prophet’s words to condemn Saul. Samuel reiterated several things. First, Saul disobeyed God’s
clear command for not completely eradicated the Amalekites. The story is recorded in chapter

15. Saul spared the king of the enemies and he kept the best sheep and cattle for himself. Second,
because of all that, God had rejected Saul. David would replace Saul as the next king. Everything
Samuel said was finally fulfilled. It is a litmus test to verify that a message was from God. Moses
gave related instructions in Deuteronomy 18:21-22 — 21 “And if you say in your heart, ‘How
may we know the word that the Lord has not spoken?’ — 22 when a prophet speaks in the name
of the Lord, if the word does not come to pass or come true, that is a word that the Lord has not
spoken; the prophet has spoken it presumptuously. You need not be afraid of him.” Many
messengers would claim to speak for Jehovah. The Israelites had to discern who was a real deal.
Fulfillment of a prophecy validates the source. Satan cannot predict the future. But he can
deceive people with some vague information. A medium will say: “I see that you will live a long
life.” But how long is considered long? Or the master may predict that his client will meet a girl



with long hair and pale skin, or a guy who wears glasses and works on computer. There are
millions of people that match those criteria! The goal is to manipulate information to keep people
hooked. They are tricked to believe that those mediums indeed have some secret knowledge.
Such false news blinds people from seeking the true God. Only our God is sovereign. All that He
says in the Bible will happen precisely. Every prophecy about Jesus had taken place except one:
His second coming. When Jesus was in the world, He told the disciples that He did not know the
exact time of His return. It was concealed by the Father. Therefore, if anyone declares that he can
predict the date, then he must be more powerful than Jesus! In other words, their messages must
be fake. Jesus’ coming is a great news to His believers but a bad news to those who do not know
Him. It is like a boss getting back from a long trip. Those who worked hard will talk about their
accomplishments. They will be rewarded for their diligence. In contrast, those who hardly
worked will have little to report and they will be punished. Jesus promised us that followers will
receive prizes according to their faithfulness. However, non-believers will be condemned for
their sins. The outcome will be an eternal punishment. Receive Jesus today before it is too late.
Do not follow Saul’s example! He had harden his heart. He was shocked by the bad news. He fell
on the ground and trembled in fear. The medium then prepared a big meal for Saul and his
servants. She and the assistants urged Saul repeatedly before he was willing to eat. It turned out
to be the last supper for Saul. He returned home the same night, waiting for disasters to unfold.

4Ex6 CONCLUSION

God does not want us to predict the future. Rather, He asks us to trust Him because only He can
protect our future. Our message began with the story of a man who wanted to control his future.
But it came to a sad ending. There was another person who was curious about his future too. He
visited a fortune-teller. The master examined the man’s face, and he read his palm. Then he told
his customer some general good news about his career, finance and marriage. Next, he said: “But
for some reason, I cannot tell what will happen to you after you reach 40. Please don’t worry.
Perhaps the insight has not been revealed to me. Feel free to check with me later.” As you can
expect, the news put a weight on the men’s heart. He worried day and night that something bad
might happen. He wondered: “Will I get a terminal disease, encounter a weird accident or a thief
will take my life when robbing me?”” Nothing unusual happened after some time. The man even
forgot what the medium told him. A few years later, a good friend led the person to Christ. It
happened on his 40™ birthday. Then he realized why the fortune-teller could not see anything
beyond that moment. It was because Jesus saved him. From then on, his life was in the hand of
God. Dear friends: will you put your hope in some unknown force called fate? Or will you put
your trust in the Almighty God by faith? Accept Jesus today, and your eternal life will begin
instantly. The Lord will watch over your every step. He promised us an abundant life.
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