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5] INTRODUCTION

There are certain people you often meet but you may not quite get along with. Perhaps they
have different interests or personalities. They may see you as a competitor or a rival. |
remember a lady named Cecilia in my first job after I graduated from school. I was a lab
manager and she was a postdoc fellow. I was supposed to assist her in her work. Cecilia was
smart, hard-working but prideful. When she wanted something, she must have it right away.
Honestly, I did not like her manner. Gradually, I found myself reluctant to cooperate with her.
Cecilia was upset about it. She then complained it to our boss, who is also a lady! One day
my boss called me into her office. I thought it was a good opportunity to defend my case. She
said calmly but firmly: “You don’t have to like Cecilia to work with her. Just be professional.
You can find another job if you don’t want to be here.” I learned my lesson. God reminded
me to be a peace-maker in the work place. From then on, Cecilia and I had a much better
work relationship. In our story, David did not only have to deal with a person who did not
like him. Saul tried to kill him. Chapter 26 shares some similarities with chapter 24. In both
incidents, David let go of an opportunity to strike Saul at a close distance. Sandwiched
between the two stories is the account about Nabal, the wealthy guy who refused to give food
and water to David. God judged Nabal. Saul would face the same outcome later. For now, he
kept chasing David. Saul was driven by the evil in his heart. Since the problem was bigger
than David could handle, he must rely on God. What opposes us today may be people who
do not like us. Perhaps your classmates are jealous of your grades or your colleagues are
envious of your job performance. But if we suffer for unrighteousness, then we become
victims of wickedness. Just like David did, we must try to maintain harmony with people
while waiting for God’s vindication.

fi#%% EXPLANATION

The story begins when a clan of Israelites called Ziphites played the role of informants to
Saul again. They reported David’s whereabouts to Saul just like they did before. Saul
responded the same way by sending three thousands best soldiers for a cat-and-mouse chase.
However, this time David employed a different strategy. Besides playing defense by
escaping, David played a little offense too. Verse 4 says: David sent out spies and learned that
Saul had indeed come. David asked his men to locate where Saul was. He intended to meet
Saul in-person. After the night fell, David shared his plan in verse 6-7: 6 Then David said to
Ahimelech the Hittite, and to Joab’s brother Abishai the son of Zeruiah, “Who will go down
with me into the camp to Saul?” And Abishai said, “I will go down with you.” 7 So David
and Abishai went to the army by night. And there lay Saul sleeping within the encampment,
with his spear stuck in the ground at his head, and Abner and the army lay around him. Let us
get to know the few characters here. This Ahimelech was a soldiers who shared the same
name as the priest at Nob whom Saul killed. Zeruiah was David’s sister. Therefore, the two
brothers Abishai and Joab were David’s nephews. It is common to recruit relatives as one’s



assistants. For the same reason, Saul assigned his cousin Abner to be a commander. The text
says Abner slept next to Saul to protect him, and the rest of the soldiers were surrounding the
two men. Security was tight to guard the king.

Abishai volunteered to go with David for the dangerous mission. What did David plan to do?
Listen to a conversation between David and Abishai in verse 8-12. Abishai thought it was an
assassination task. Here are his reasonings. First, Saul treated David as an enemy. Therefore,
David should looked at Saul the same way. Second, he interpreted that God put Saul into
David’s hands. Third, Saul was in a vulnerable situation. Abishai could get the job done
easily and quickly. No one might realize that their king was killed until daybreak, and they
would have no idea who did it. David rebuked Abishai just like he condemned the men in the
cave who suggested him to kill Saul. Abishai blamed Saul for causing all the calamities.
Removing the trouble-maker seemed to solve all the problems. However, David focused on
God. He chose Saul as a king. David honored Saul as the Lord’s anointed. God allowed a
wicked man to chase after David. David did not know why. But he chose to believe in God.
David looked beyond the present hardship and followed God’s guidance. God had not
completed His plans in David yet. Sometimes we hope good days will last forever. But we
must be prepared for bad days too. God is always with us in smooth-sailing and in a stormy
sea. He has a higher purpose even for things we do not understand. That is why we need faith
when we walk with the Lord. We will not question God when He gives us good health, a
happy family and a thriving career. But we may grumble to God when our body shows
warning signs, our kids disobey or when we are laid off from work. God gives us no
explanation does not mean that He has lost control in our life. We should wait on Him rather
than drawing an early conclusion.

David refused to take matters into his own hands. He was confident that God would deal
with Saul the way He saw fit. God could inflict Saul with a disease like He did to Nabal. God
might cause Saul to perish in a battle. Regardless, it was none of David’s business. His
obligation was to respect Saul as the king anointed by God. David stole Saul’s spear and
water bottle to make a point. Just like he cut off a corner of Saul’s robe in the cave, David
proved that he could have killed Saul if he chose to. The spear was Saul’s weapon. It was
similar to a scepter that represented Saul’s authority. Water is a critical resource in the Middle
East. The symbolic meaning was that God put Saul’s power and his life into David’s hand.
David and Abishai had to walk pass three thousand elite fighters before they could reach
Saul. The mission did not only require skills and bravery. David must also trust God for
protection. God gave David a success by causing Saul and his men to fall into a deep
slumber. That was a condition David could not foresee nor control. Theologians use the term
God’s Providence to describe inexplainable ways God uses to achieve His goals. Those of us
who were here last Friday heard the sharing of Howard. He and his wife Debbie are people
of faith. They tour around the country in their van to share the gospel. They look to God for
their financial needs and their safety. Once Howard shared an amazing testimony. They had
an outdoor concert in a certain city. The forecast called for a thunderstorm. Howard decided
to hold the meeting as planned. Behold, in came the rain. But God protected the crowd.
Somehow the storm system split when it arrived at the venue. Then it merged after it had
passed the place. No one got wet! Howard concluded that it could only be God’s work. We



cannot predict how God will work. We should never put Him to a test either. We should not
pray: “Lord, I know you are real if I can get this and that.” We organize church ministries and
conduct our lives by Biblical principles. We commit all the unknown factors to God. We then
step out in faith and do our best. God will accomplish all that are in His will. Souls will be
saved and believers will become more mature despite our limited manpower. You will get a
job offer even though you feel under-qualified. An immigration application will be approved
despite a first rejection. Successes or setbacks, they are part of God’s continuous work in our
lives. They are not unrelated and meaningless episodes. God weaves them together to
become a beautiful tapestry. He wants to mature our spiritual life and build our trust in Him.

Similar to the cave incident, David revealed himself to Saul later. He waited till he went over
to the opposite side of the mountain. David began by rebuking Abner for failing to protect his
king. Guards falling asleep in their watch is a capital offense. Then David declared his
innocence to Saul again in verse 19-20. David listed two possible causes for Saul’s relentless
pursuit of him. First, if God compelled Saul to do so, then David was willing to present a sin
offering as an atonement. Second, if the king was persuaded by people, then may the Lord
judge them. Both men surely knew the true reason behind Saul’s rage. David was being
gracious to Saul. He stopped short of saying: “God would definitely punish you for what you
do to me!” David described his experience as being deprived of God’s inheritance and being
forced to serve an idol. David lost the privilege to worship God at the tabernacle, and he was
driven out of his hometown. To him, it was like separating from God. To some modern
people, the concept of hometown seems less relevant. Many of us are immigrants from
overseas. We relocate to another city when job situation changes. But how much do we value
our home church? The pandemic caused some far-reaching changes to the worship pattern of
some Christians. They can comfortably “worship” in front of a screen wearing their pajamas
while sipping coffee. They have no guilty feeling checking their phone when it buzzes
because no one is watching them. When needed, they can even pause a video and take care of
their businesses. They also enjoy the flexibility of watching a sermon any time, not to
mention they can pick any speaker they like. But that is not church life! Nothing can
substitute a hand-shake or a hug, face-to-face interaction, praying in a circle, eating at the
table and singing together with people who love them. It is all about fostering relationship.
We are one family in Christ. We have the responsibility to care for each other, especially
those who are absent. Let us encourage members to maintain a habit of week church
attendance.

David concluded his speech by affirming his trust in God in verse 23-24: “23 The Lord
rewards every man for his righteousness and his faithfulness, for the Lord gave you into my
hand today, and I would not put out my hand against the Lord’s anointed. 24 Behold, as your
life was precious this day in my sight, so may my life be precious in the sight of the Lord,
and may he deliver me out of all tribulation.” David believed that God would eventually
reward him for his integrity. He suffered injustice. But one day God would right all the
wrongs. David also had faith that since God had rescued him on multiple occasions, He
would continue to watch over him. Meanwhile, Saul was convicted by David’s words. Listen
to his response in verse 21: ... “I have sinned. Return, my son David, for I will no more do
you harm, because my life was precious in your eyes this day. Behold, I have acted foolishly,
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and have made a great mistake.” Saul admitted that he was a fool. He also thanked David for
sparing his life. Was Saul being sincere in his confession? Something was missing. A true
repentance is more than a simple “I’m sorry.” Many celebrity figures did that when they were
caught in wrongdoings. Only they know if they are truly remorseful for their conducts.
According to the Bible, realizing one’s fault is only the first step of repentance. We hold
ourselves accountable for offending God and others. It must be followed by actions to make
compensation. For example, tax-collector Zacchaeus was accepted by Jesus. He then paid
back money to the people he defrauded. Moreover, we must be determined not to repeat the
same sins. Lastly, the wrongdoers must also seek reconciliation with the people they
offended, and with God. Perhaps at this point Saul only felt embarrassed. Both men then
parted their way. This was actually the last time Saul and David met.

45w CONCLUSION

When we suffer for unrighteousness, we must try to maintain harmony with people while
waiting for God’s vindication. In due time, God will work things out the way He has
planned. I began today’s message by telling you my past failure. I did not show kindness to
another person. Let me share with you another experience when I was the victim in a
conflict. A brother-in-Christ was my roommate before I got married. For some strange reason
I cannot even recall, he was mad about me. We seldom saw each other even in the apartment.
He stopped going to church later. Soon after my wife and I got married, we began receiving
nuisance phone calls in the middle of the night. We suspected it was from that brother. But
we needed some proofs. Therefore, we subscribed to caller ID service. Then we confirmed
that those calls originated from the same number. We were even able to trace them to an
emergency phone booth in the campus. One night our phone rang again. I quickly asked
another brother to rush to the scene. Lo and behold, the guy was caught red-handed. Now we
had a witness and the caller ID record as an evidence. I pondered what to do next. Should I
confront the brother or should I report it to the police? There was a storm the following
evening. We had a brief power outage. Then I realized that the caller ID record was erased. It
could not be clearer to me that God asked me to let go of the matter. I forgave the brother
from my heart, and I also asked God to forgive me for the wicked thoughts of trying to make
even. | did not harbor anger anymore. There was no more midnight phone call. God knows it
when we are being unfairly treated. He asks us to do the right things regardless. Jesus prayed:
“Father, forgive them, because they don’t know what they are doing.” He begged for pardon
to those who nailed Him to the cross when He was still hanging there. We cannot control
what our enemies will do and how God will deal with the matter eventually. But we can
decide how we react. We as God’s children should imitate after Jesus’ example.
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