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5]& INTRODUCTION

We tend to believe that poetic justice does exist. The Chinese has a proverb that says: “Good
people will be rewarded and bad people will be punished. If it does not happen yet, then perhaps
the time has not come.” You hope that a driver who speeds and cuts in front of you will be
stopped by a cop down the road. You expect those who are compassionate toward the poor will
be blessed. What if those results do not come true? David was in a situation like that. Let us
briefly go over our story today, then we will draw some spiritual principles we can apply to our
daily life. In the previous chapter, Saul’s troop was about to close in on to David’s men.
Suddenly, a messenger told the king that the Philistines had launched an attack in another part of
the country. Saul had no choice but to pull back and fight the enemies. As we come to chapter 24,
that battle was over. Saul heard that David was now in En Gedi, which was on the western shore
of the Dead Sea. He then led three thousand of his elite soldiers to the area. The passage says by
now David’s followers had grown from 400 to 600 (compared to 1 Samuel 23:13). Therefore,
Saul had an edge of a 5:1 ratio. We see an interesting scene in verse 3-4. Saul was doing his
business. He was by himself in a vulnerable state. If David attacked Saul, he had to decide
whether to grab his clothes or grab his sword. But David did not take advantage of the situation.
He later revealed himself after Saul walked out from the cave. He explained to the king why he
spared him in verse 10-12. Saul cried aloud as his conscience was crushed. He responded to
David in verse 17-21. Saul was humiliated. He then went home. But of course, Saul came back
later. This is a recurring theme in David’s life. Saul tried to catch David, but God protected him.
David suffered an unjust treatment, even though he was innocent. We will face similar situations
too. People around you may not be nice to you even when you do nothing wrong. There are
unrighteous matters going on in our society too. We want to do something to make it right. There
are certain lessons we can learn from David. He gave up a golden opportunity to kill Saul. David
looked at the big picture from God’s perspective, instead of focusing on his loss and gain.

fi#f% EXPLANATION
1. EEEHAYZEHE Respect God’s Assignment

There are two major reasons why David did not take matters into his own hands. First, he
respected God’s assignment. David understood that it was God who put Saul in a leadership
position. Look at how David addressed Saul. David called him “my lord” (verses 6, 8 and 10),
“the king” (verses 8 and 14). He also called Saul “my father” (verse 11), which could mean his
father-in-law or simply an older person. David respected Saul as the leader of the nation and his
boss. Beyond all that, David honored Saul as “the Lord’s anointed” (verses 6 and 10). Saul did
not win an election. He did not seize power like a dictator either. In fact, at first he did not want
to be a king. God assigned Saul the position when people asked for a king. God put Saul on the
throne for His purposes. Saul would continue to rule until God had accomplished His goals
through the man. That was why David willingly waited for God’s assignment for him. We need
to admit that patience is a hard lesson to learn. We want to get tomorrow’s things done yesterday.
We lament over lost opportunities. Traditional wisdom says: good things come to those who



wait. But experience tells us that bad things come to those who are late. But the fact is, we may
not get the best from God if we jump ahead of His schedule. From this, we can derive our first
spiritual principle: our trust in God must include our faith in His plan and His timing. God is
the source of all our blessings. He knows our needs more than we do. We wonder if God is
withholding His blessings when He does not meet our requests right away. But God may be
using the time to refine our character, just like what He was doing in David. David surrendered
to God’s will. He said twice in verses 6 and 10 that he dared not lay his hand on the Lord’s
anointed. He cut off a corner of Saul’s robe to prove that he could have taken care of Saul on the
spot. What if David actually killed Saul? He could easily justify his action. He was innocent but
the king attempted to get rid of him. David’s problem would go away instantly. A fugitive would
become a king. No more running and hiding from Saul. But that might put some tension to his
friendship with Jonathan. On the one hand, Jonathan admitted that his father was wrong.
However, he would remember for the rest of his life that his best friend killed his dad. Fellow
Israelites might interpret that David was no better than Saul. They were equally ruthless and they
both craved for power. David did not want to be that kind of king. Therefore, he submitted to
Saul because he submitted to God’s assignment. Notice David’s gesture in verse 8 when he met
Saul: ... David bowed with his face to the earth and paid homage. A blameless person prostrated
before a blood-thirsty tyrant. That expression said a lot about David’s character. At least some
soldiers on both sides would witness it. It was a sharp contrast between the current king and a
future king. The Bible tells us that good leaders or bad ones are all assigned by God. Paul says in
Romans 13:1-2 — 1 Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no
authority except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. 2 Therefore
whoever resists the authorities resists what God has appointed, and those who resist will incur
judgment. When Paul talks about the authority, he refers to the Roman Empire. Even a pagan
regime that persecuted Christians, and the Caesar who destroyed the temple and slaughtered
Jews were assigned by God. No one wants to suffer under a wicked government. But God can
wisely use even tragic events to accomplish His will. All authority comes from God. A leader is
able to rule because God shares some power with the person. Therefore, any rebellion against an
earthly ruler is a rebellion against God. This notion takes us to a second spiritual principle: we
should obey leaders even though we do not condone their ungodly leadership. It goes
without saying that no human system is perfect. Many leaders just want to hold onto their power,
and other politicians only care about the next election. We may not agree with certain laws the
government makes. In fact, some secular leaders are pushing regulations to eliminate
Christianity. Regardless, we should obey the Lord by obeying our government, as long as its
requirements do not contradict the Bible. We can peacefully protest against immoral regulations.
For example, we argue from the Bible that God only creates two genders, marriage is between a
husband and a wife and abortion is killing a baby. Very likely, ungodly officials will keep
exerting pressure on us despite our submission. We cannot control how they treat us. But their
attitude and actions do not excuse us from not following God’s commands. Paul encourages us in
Romans 12:14 — Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Then also in verse
18: If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. David demonstrated those
virtues. He treated Saul with mercy and grace. Someone defines mercy as not getting something
you deserve, while grace as getting something you do not deserve. Saul should have been
punished for his sins. But David spared his life. Moreover, Saul got the respect and even blessing
from David that he did not deserve. Those reactions are rare in today’s world. People equate
meekness with weakness. The world says it is noble to ignore an offense. We are told to fight for



our rights at all cost. Therefore, retaliation is reasonable. But God tells us to show kindness even
to those who mistreat us. We are called to live by a different standard. We will only do so if we
trust that God is in control of the world and our lives. He always watches over us.

2. HARFHAYH]ET Expect God’s Assessment

David overlooked the opportunity to kill Saul because he respected God’s assignment. He spared
Saul’s life also because he expected God’s assessment. In other words, David left the final
verdict to God as to who was right and who was wrong. He says in verse 12: “May the Lord
judge between me and you, may the Lord avenge me against you, but my hand shall not be
against you.” David repeats the same notion in verse 15. It was quite clear that Saul was guilty as
charged. But David refrained from playing God’s role of an avenger. David understood that in
the end every person was accountable to God. He did not only need to wait to become a king, he
also must wait for God’s final assessment. God would punish Saul if He determined that Saul
was at fault. The king actually had the same standard in his mind. Saul says something along the
same logic in verse 19: “... So may the Lord reward you with good for what you have done to
me this day.” He knew that he was sinful and David was righteous. He believed that eventually
God would compensate David for his kindness. From our perspective, we often feel that God is
being unfair. We question why some people suffer from poverty and disease all their life, and
they are oppressed by the rich and powerful. Other people gain fame and fortune through
immoral means. They enjoy all the pleasure with a long and healthy life. God may not be fair
according to our standard. But He is always just. There will be a consequence for sin, whether it
is in this life or in eternity. Those who do not confess their sins and receive God’s salvation grace
will have to bear the outcome for their sins when they meet God. Therefore, we should not lose
hope when we or others become victims of injustice. We should wait for God to exercise justice.
Paul urges us in Romans 12:19 — Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of
God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” In our story today, David
himself, his men and Saul all interpreted that God delivered Saul into David’s hand. It made
sense for David to pay back to Saul for what he deserved. However, David refused to repay evil
with evil. It does not mean that David simply turned himself in and let Saul do whatever he
wished. David used his God-given wisdom to protect himself and his followers. In our daily life,
we seek God’s protection and stay alert to potential dangers. We lock our doors at home and we
ask the authority for help when needed. Also, the legal system is in place to protect innocent
people and penalize wrongdoers. But after we have exhausted all our resources, we leave the
final judgment to God. He will avenge our grievances. From this, we can arrive at our third
spiritual principle: if we let God be the judge, then we should not play the role of an
executioner. We can use an election to remove ungodly leaders from the office. But it is wrong
to plot an assassination of a ruler. People conjured up schemes to take down Hitler and other
wicked figures in history. The end does not justify the means. An evil solution will not eliminate
an evil regime. We should wait for God’s assessment, although it may not happen right away.
Indeed, people will continue to suffer. Many Christians throughout history went through the
same ordeal. Suffering is a repeated theme in many New Testament books. Believers knew what
they would face. But they had joy instead of bitterness. They knew that they faced hardship not
because they did something wrong. Quite the contrary. They were persecuted because they
believed in the truth. A common topic in the Bible that goes hand-in-hand with suffering for the
Christian faith is the second coming of Jesus. Jesus will exercise a righteous judgment on His



return. Here is God’s promise in the last chapter of the Bible. He says in Revelation 22:12 —
“Behold, I am coming soon, bringing my recompense with me, to repay each one for what he has
done.” Ultimately, God will make all things right. The human justice system may have flaws.
Some judges are biased, others may be corrupt. But even when criminals escape the court of this
world, they will not be able to dodge the court of heaven. Here is the fourth spiritual principle we
should keep in mind: God’s justice may be delayed, but it will never be denied. People choose
to commit crimes because they ignore God’s standard. The biggest sin of all is to reject God.
Therefore, people oppose what we believe because they refuse God. Of all the messengers who
suffered for proclaiming the truth, Jesus is our prime example. 1 Peter 2:21-23 read: 21 For to
this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that
you might follow in his steps. 22 He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth. 23
When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but
continued entrusting himself to him who judges justly. The most innocent man in history suffered
the biggest injustice. Jesus was a victim of a mistrial, and He died of a conspiracy. Jesus
sacrificed Himself because He loved us. The righteous Lord was killed for us undeserved
sinners. Through all that, Jesus also set an example for us. He told us upfront that people will act
against us because they acted against Him. We should not be surprised if people mistreat us
because we bear Jesus’ name. But just like Jesus did not avenge Himself, we too must put our
hope in God.

4&5m CONCLUSION

David looked at the big picture from God’s perspective, instead of focusing on his loss and gain.
Therefore, he let God be God and let Saul be his king. David patiently lived as the head of a
rebel for now. He cut off a piece from Saul’s robe. A few years ago, prophet Samuel told Saul
that God had rejected him to be the king. As Samuel was leaving, Saul held onto Samuel’s robe
and ripped off a strip. The prophet told Saul that just like that, God had cut off Saul’s throne. It
would be given to a person who was better than him. Now David got a corner of Saul’s robe. It
was as if God gave David a token of the future leadership. A thousand years later, another King
gave up His robe. Some Romans soldiers took off Jesus’ robe. They roll dice to decide who
should keep it. This King of all kings did not have a royal garment. He humbled Himself and
died like a criminal. Today, Jesus calls us to identify with Him. Many people in the world want to
be kings and queens in their circle. But Jesus asks us to be His followers and servants.
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