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2|2 INTRODUCTION

There are a few big questions about God every person has to wrestle with. Non-believers ask if
God truly exists and whether Jesus is the only way to salvation. After we are saved, we desire to
know God’s plans for our life. Obedient Christians want to make decisions that are consistent
with His will. There are two categories of God’s will. The first type is called general will. It
includes God’s commands of dos and don’ts in the Bible for everyone to observe. The trickier
part is the second kind, which is called personal will. That involves God’s particular plans for
each person. For example, should you study business or biology, work for UT or St. Jude and
marry Bob or Dave? Here are some basic principles to keep in mind. First, God gives us freedom
to make choices. A youth counselor said to me many years ago: “Choose whatever you like
except sinning.” Secondly, obeying God may not be the smoothest path. Many Christians
throughout the ages suffered greatly for following God. However, thirdly, God’s way is always
the best way. It takes faith to accept it. We live by faith every day. David had to learn that too.
He knew that God had chosen him to be the next king. He must rely on God until he sat on the
throne. Last time, we saw that David and his four hundred men were in the forest of Hereth.
King Saul killed the people and animals in the town of Nob, for he blamed Ahimelech the priest
for helping David. Ahimelech’s son Abiathar was the only person who escaped the massacre.
This young priest then joined David’s camp. Meanwhile, Saul kept chasing after David. In our
story today, we shall see how David made wise decisions based on some key factors. I call them
the three E’s to discern God’s personal will. No, they may not be easy, exciting and enjoyable.
Those are the same criteria we should consider as we seek after God’s personal will for us.

f#F2 EXPLANATION
1. E&f55] Enlightenment

The first E is Enlightenment. In other words, it is God’s divine guidance. Let us begin by reading
verse 1-6. The map on the screen shows the approximate locations of the places mentioned in the
text. Keilah was in the tribe of Judah. Therefore, the people there were Israelites. David was a
fugitive. He had no obligation to save those people. It was the duty of king Saul to protect his
countrymen. But his full attention now was to capture David. In comparison, David showed
compassion to his peers. Threshing floor was an area where farmers processed and stored their
harvests. Obviously, the Philistines wanted to rob food supply. David looked for God’s
enlightenment through prayer. Verse 6 gives us a hint of how David discerned God’s direction.
Ephod was part of a priest’s uniform. It looks like an apron. There was a pocket at the front that
contains two stones called Urim and Thummim (see Exodus 28:30). The Bible does not elaborate
how they were used to inquire God’s will. It is possible that one pebble was white and the other
was black in color. A priest would ask God a yes/no question. Then he randomly drew one stone.
If it is white, then he takes it as a yes from God. In this case, David asked God if he should fight
against the Philistines. God said yes. Even with God’s approval, David’s men were still hesitant.
Why should they risk their lives? David motivated his followers by asking God again. The Lord
assured David that they could win. Things happened just as God promised. David’s company



defeated the enemies and rescued his people. News spread to king Saul. He sent his troop to go
after David without delay. We see David response in verse 10-12. Once again, David sought
God’s enlightenment. The Lord confirmed that Saul’s men would come and the residents of
Keilah would turn David in. How quickly did the people of Keilah forget David’s kindness! It
was likely that they heard about the massacre at Nob. They did not want to end up with the same
fate. The passage tells us that David and his followers left immediately. As a result, Saul
withdrew his soldiers. David waited for God’s enlightenment in every major decision. Today, we
do not need to draw straw to understand God’s will. All of His general will is in the Bible. You
need to spend time to read God’s Word daily and allow those instructions to permeate your
mind. As you pray to God for direction, certain principles, examples or words will jump out. Any
of us has that experience? It is like parents giving guidelines to their kids. They get tired of it
when you say it one time, two times and a hundred times. But when they face certain situations,
they will recall what you told them. They will not know what to do if you do not teach them. By
the same token, if you do not read the Bible, then how can you know God’s will? Also, God’s
personal will for you will never contradicts His general will. For example, lying and stealing are
sins. God will definitely not ask you to deceive your boss or rob your company to get a
promotion. He will not condone students for cheating in exams to get a better grade either. David
used God’s enlightenment to encourage his men. They had doubt and fear. When God spoke,
they became confident and united. Church leaders should use the same means to strengthen the
people they lead. Very often, there can be a number of ways to resolve a matter. The difference
can be between a good versus a wise solution. Coworkers should seek God’s enlightenment
through His Word and prayer. We ask how can God receive the highest glory and people receive
the biggest benefit, and how to balance between various opinions and minimize disagreement.
Then they come up with a well-rounded plan. Now you know why some meetings are that long!
Coworkers are respectful to each other and they are mindful of people’s needs. At the end, God
gets the glory and members are submissive to the leadership. It is a happy ending.

2. EXE5Eh Encouragement

Besides getting enlightenment from God, David also received encouragement from a friend. Let
us continue to read verse 14-18. Do you notice an interesting contrast between verse 14 and 16?
Saul had all the manpower and a network of intelligence, but he could not hunt David down. But
Jonathan was able to locate David without any problem. Why the difference? Verse 14 tells us
that because God did not give David into Saul’s hand. We can derive a quick application from
this. Just like David, we are in the protection of our loving Father. Nothing will come to us
without His permission. What happens in the world can be quite scary. There are robbery and
gun-shooting, the unpredictable stock market, and domestic and overseas threats. I always thank
the Lord when I drive to my destination safely. You may never know what will occur on the
roads! We can get paranoid about many potential dangers. Where can we find peace? Our
ultimate peace is in Jesus. He reconciles us with God. His protection is way better than any
insurance policy, security alarm, financial advisor and political analyst. With God’s presence, we
have peace when we go out and when we go to bed. God has a purpose in everything He allows
to happen to us. God enabled Jonathan to find David for a reason. David needed encouragement
from his best friend. Jonathan encouraged David in four ways. First, he reinforced David’s faith
in God. He told David to keep trusting the Lord despite his current situation. Second, he
removed David’s fear. He assured David that his father would not be able to hurt him. Third, he



reminded David God’s plan. Jonathan said even his father knew David would be the next king.
Fourth, he recommitted himself to David. They made a covenant in chapter 20 before David
fled away. Jonathan promised to alert David if he knew his father was planning to harm him. In
return, David pledged to show kindness to Jonathan and his descendants. David needed to hear
those reassuring words at this hour. He was confused about his experience. He was loyal to his
country and his king. But he became the most-wanted criminal. David had to deal with fear and
uncertainties in every moment. We often need encouragement from a godly friend too. You may
be running low in your faith. You are perhaps facing some unknowns. You are not sure which
option to choose. You may feel alone and weak. A loyal friend will say to you: “Don’t worry, |
am here” or “God is always with you.” That person shares Bible verses to encourage you and
he/she will also pray with you, not just pray for you. Beyond human friends, we have the most
trustworthy divine friend. The classic hymn “What A Friend We Have in Jesus” can be a
constant reminder. One stanza reads: “Have we trials and temptations? Is there trouble
anywhere? We should never be discouraged; take it to the Lord in prayer. Can we find a friend
so faithful who will all our sorrows share? Jesus knows our every weakness; take it to the Lord in
prayer.” People may not be available all the time, but Jesus is with us 24/7. People’s promises
may fall short, but Jesus’ words stand forever. People may lack expertise and resources, but
Jesus has all the authority in the world at His dispense. He is only a prayer away. Sometimes,
God may not give us an answer right away. But He gives us His assurance. He is still in control
and He will never leave us nor forsake us. Then we will have confidence to step forward. We
know that God has yet to finish writing our life story.

3. IEEA]S Environment

God gave David spiritual enlightenment to guide him. He also sent Jonathan to give David
friendly encouragement. Next, we see that God worked through the environment to show His
will for David. We actually saw an example in verse 14 earlier. Saul searched everywhere but he
could not track David down. God did not give Saul a success. Saul’s men probably went to the
wrong place at the wrong time. Perhaps they were interfered by weather conditions or human
factors. We see another example in verse 24-29. The people at Ziph were Israelites. They sided
with Saul. They reported David’s whereabouts to the king. Picture the urgent situation David was
in. The Ziphites sent spies to locate David and his men. Then they informed Saul about it.
Subsequently, Saul sent his soldiers. The two teams were about to zero in to David and his men.
Suddenly, someone told the king that the Philistines were attacking in another area. Perhaps the
enemy knew that Saul had mobilized most of his force to pursue David. The Philistines took
advantage of the weakened defense and launched a strike. Saul could not help but retreat his
army. Just like that, David dodged another bullet. Afterward, he and his team went further east to
En Gedi. Imagine you are flying a drone and observe the whole plot from the sky. You see the
routes of David’s men, the Ziphites, Saul’s army and the Philistines. You also notice the timing
of each event. You wonder why people made certain decisions and went to specific places at
particular time. Ultimately, God orchestras men’s thoughts and the environment to fulfill His
goals. Saul believed that he had David this time. Even David might think that he would be
arrested. Little did both men know that God used the Philistines as a means to deliver David.
God proved to be the Lord of Romans 8:28, where Paul says: And we know that for those who
love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose.
Those four teams of people were like chess pieces on God’s gameboard. They made the next



move. But they could not fully control the outcome. God is the Master over the environment.
David would not agree that being chased after by people was a good thing. The attack of the
Philistines was not a good thing either. But God wisely put two bad things together to achieve a
good result, namely, the rescue of David. We see numerous examples like that in the Bible. The
Egyptians, Babylonians, Romans and other gentile nations wanted to get rid of the Israelites. But
they all failed. The Jewish religious leaders thought they nailed their eyesore to the cross. But
Jesus Christ rose from the dead. Throughout human history, various nations, political regimes
and philosophical ideas and religious beliefs try to wipe out Christianity. But they all failed. God
protected believers in all ages. God has your back too if you commit yourself to Him. With that
confidence, you step out of your door by faith every day. You follow Biblical principles to
conduct your life. You plan for the future based on the information you have. At the end, you put
your trust in God. He will monitor your environment to direct your path. You have peace in your
heart, without any worry of the what-ifs. You do not need to regret about lost opportunities,
whether it is house-purchase, career-planning or even your future spouse. You stop comparing
yourself with others. You trust that what you have right now is God’s best for you. God is laying
one piece of jigsaw puzzle after another, until He completes a masterpiece for your life.

4Ex6 CONCLUSION

Enlightenment from God, encouragement through godly friends and God’s control over our
environment. Those are the three factors we can rely on to discern God’s will. There is one more
thing about the passage we need to pay attention to. The expression “give (someone) into
(another person’s) hand” is repeated six times. That is significant! If someone is in your hand,
that person will be under your control. God gave the Philistines into David’s hand, and he was
able to subdue them. But God did not give David into Saul’s hand. Therefore, Saul could not
succeed no matter how hard he tried to hunt David down. When considering God’s personal will
for us, we need to ask whose hand we want to be in. Do we want everything to be in our hand? In
other words, do we want to be our own boss? Do we want to be in the hands of those who
attempt to influence us? Perhaps they are relatives who evaluate us based on our bank accounts,
our employers who judge us according to our performance or the social media that manipulates
information to control our emotions. The safest place we should go to is God’s hand. He has our
best interests in mind. He knows our strengths and weaknesses. Only He has the power and
resources to meet our deepest needs.
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