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INTRODUCTION 2|2

When you look at today’s sermon title, you may be wonder: “What in the world is that all about?”
Every church has something unique. For ours, it is our food. Not many churches have a
professional kitchen. We also have a few seasoned chefs to cook for us. Among the many well-
known dishes our kitchen crew makes, Char-Siu (BBQ pork) should be our all-time favorite. We
have significantly more people eating when we serve that food. Some eaters order extra Char-Siu
to take home. Food is a great service we provide. People do not have to worry about where to eat.
You only pay six dollars to eat here, not to mention you can get a second if you want more!
However, we should look at meal as a ministry. After all, this is not a restaurant. We are a church!
We should not only feed people’s stomachs. But we must also fill their souls. God gives us many
resources and opportunities to help people know Him. As such, FCBC is only half-successful if
people only come here for Char-Siu. God’s heart is pleased if people come here for Christ the
Savior. Therefore, a godly church is a good church. The Philippian church is an example. Paul
founded the church during the second of his three missionary trips. It was the first Christian
church established in Europe. Paul sent this letter to thank the believers for their financial

support of his mission work. He was imprisoned when he wrote this letter. But he expressed his
longing to visit the church soon. We can break down the section we read earlier into two parts:
words of praise and words of prayer.

EXPLANATION fi#fs
1. Praise of Exhortation 78 & 155 Bl

First, Paul expresses his praise of exhortation to the Philippian church members. He says he
thanked God every time he thought of them. His heart was also filled with joy whenever he
prayed for the church. He tells us the reason in verse 5: Because of your partnership in the gospel
from the first day until now. We get the English word “fellowship” from this Greek word for
partnership. The Philippian church had been working with Paul in his gospel ministry. He was a
traveling missionary and the church gave him financial support. Paul shares more in 4:15 — And
you Philippians yourselves know that in the beginning of the gospel, when I left Macedonia, no
church entered into partnership with me in giving and receiving, except you only. Here we see
the word “partnership” again. Macedonia was the Roman province where the city of Philippi was
located. After Paul left Philippi, he went to other cities. But the Philippian church kept sending
support to Paul. This evangelist was grateful for their close partnership in the gospel work. Our
church supports mission work too. We have a mission fund to partially support a few
missionaries. We also participate in two major fund drives of the Southern Baptist Convention
every year. We just announced about the Annie Armstrong Easter Offering today. We partner
with those evangelists through giving. Besides financial contribution, you can also pray for them.
We post the newsletters from them on the notice board near the entrance. Read their updates, get
to know their work and needs, then pray for them. God may not send you to another city or
country to share the gospel. But He sends you to your campus, office and neighborhood to tell
people about Jesus. If you are a believer, then you should also be an evangelist. If salvation



means so much to you, then you should share it with others. Just tell people how you became a
Christian and why Jesus is important to you. Quote a Bible verse that is helpful to you. Invite
people to come to church. God will give you wisdom and words to say because He partners with
us. Paul says it this way in verse 6: And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you
will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. The partnership was not only between Paul
and the Philippian church, God was partnering with them too. Paul started the church, but God
continued to use it to expand His Kingdom. There will be an end to gospel ministry. “The day of
Jesus Christ” or similar phrases are common in the New Testament. It refers to the second
coming of Jesus. The Lord went back to heaven after His resurrection. But the Bible clearly tells
us that He will return in the future. He will judge the world and usher all His followers to heaven
when He comes. No one knows when that will happen. But it will surely take place. If all other
Biblical prophecies about Jesus have been fulfilled, then the prophecy about Jesus’ return will
definitely come true. The question is: are we ready? Do we long for Jesus’ appearance? Do we
conduct our lives with a heavenly perspective? We are often fooled by the fallen world that our
only goal is to enjoy this life. Yes, we need to study, work and feed our family. There is nothing
wrong about clothes, entertainment and vacation. But have you wondered why Jesus saved you?
It is more than reserving a place in heaven. God made you a child of His first, so that you will
share this great news with others. God started this church a few decades ago through the love of
some American believers. Now the baton is in our hands. God who started the good work in this
church will bring it to a completion. He calls us to partner with Him. Our ministries should aim
toward the ultimate goal of helping people know Jesus. Our children’s program, festival
celebrations and food should be for the same purpose. Our daily life and our church life will have
different meanings when our eternal destiny is secured. We do not live for ourselves, but for the
Lord. We do not live only for today, but also for eternity.

2. Prayer with Expectation 73 Hi g

After giving his praise of exhortation to the Philippian believers, Paul continues with a prayer
with expectation. Verse 8-11 is a complicated long sentence. Basically, Paul prays for two things.
First, Paul prays that their “love may abound more and more, with knowledge and all
discernment.” In the Bible, “knowledge” does not only refer to information. It is an
understanding gained through experience. Parents teach their kids driving skill by first
explaining how a car works. For example, the right pedal is the accelerator and the middle one is
the brake. However, no one can learn how to operate a car without actually driving it. Parents
must risk having a heart attack and bear the danger that their kids may hit something. Similarly,
the Bible says God will provide for our needs. If you do not pray, put your trust in the Lord and
wait on Him, then you will never experience God’s care for you. Paul says besides knowledge,
we also need discernment. The word “discernment” has to do with making a judgment. Before
we knew Jesus, we used the world’s standard to make decisions. After we become believers,
there must be a change in our mindset. We need God’s help to make wise choices and set the
right priority. Paul says that the right knowledge and discernment will help us approve what is
excellent. I like the translation of a Bible version called the Message for verse 9: “You need to
use your head and test your feelings.” We should not only choose what we feel as good, but what
God sees as the best. What you eat for lunch later may not matter much. However, other
decisions like career, marriage and parenting will have long-lasting effects. One day, God will
examine the outcomes of our life. Therefore, the second thing Paul prays for is that the



Philippian believers may be “pure and blameless for the day of Christ.” The Greek word for
“pure” means free from impurities under the examination of sunlight. When I was a kid, people
went to mom and pop stores to buy eggs. We told the clerk how many eggs we needed. Then he
would pick up the eggs one at a time, inspect them before a light bulb to make sure that they
were fresh. Similarly, the Holy Spirit living in us constantly scans our mind. He will alert us for
sinful thoughts like greed and pride. Other than remaining as pure, God also wants us to be
blameless. That does not mean perfect. Rather, it means not causing others to stumble. The
picture is like a smooth path that does not have any rock or hole that will trip people. Whatever
you do will affect others to some extent. Non-believers will associate what you do with what
your believe. Jesus Christ is always with us as if we are wearing a company’s uniform. Some
employees are very proud to work for their companies. Likewise, we should be proud to be
God’s children and show it through our lives. Paul says we can live a pure and blameless life
when we are filled with the fruits of righteousness. We are all born as sinners. But God declares
us righteous after we receive Jesus. The result is fruits of righteousness. That is associated with
the fruit of the Spirit in Galatians 5:22-23 — 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control... You should have all nine
qualities if you are a Christian. Some virtues may be more evident, others may need more help
from God to improve. Do your classmates or colleagues consider you a loving person, and
someone who is patient and kind? Again, we are not talking about perfection. But do you display
those godly traits especially when you are under stress? For example, when you disagree with
others or when people are rude to you? What applies to each believer is also true for a church.
Can newcomers feel that we are joyful people? We may look religious but are we also helpful to
their needs? People can notice that we have a different life if we do that. They may think that we
are good people and this church is a nice church. We can then tell them that those are the results
of God working in us. He can minister the same changes in them too.

CONCLUSION &Ez4

A godly church is a good church. God hopes that people to come here not just for Char-Siu, but
more importantly for Christ the Savior. Food will fill people’s stomachs for a few hours. But
salvation will bless them for eternity. The sweet aroma of food will attract eaters. But only the
gospel of Jesus will attract seekers and make them stay. I once read an article that talks about a
special flower that draws a big crowd. Titan Arum is not famous for its beauty and fragrance.
Quite the contrary. It is considered the stinkiest flower in the world. It is a native species to the
Sumatra island of Indonesia. The plant can grow to more than ten feet tall. It takes five to ten
years before it will bloom. You will know it when it does. It smells really bad. People give it a
nickname “corpse plant.” Scientists analyzed the chemicals released in the unpleasant smell and
found the same ingredients in certain cheeses, garlic, rotten fish, sweaty socks, etc. It will attract
flies and other insects that help its pollination. It will attract a lot of tourists when it blooms.
Many people are willing pay to see it and sniff its disgusting odor. Today, people pay a few
dollars to enjoy our church meal. They come into our building already. We should seek the
opportunity to share with them a priceless gift that only Jesus can give. We are doing an effective
gospel ministry if they think of Jesus every time they ponder on Char-Siu.
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