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5]& INTRODUCTION

Jealousy is a deadly poison that erodes a relationship. Eventually, the one who will be hurt the
most by your jealousy is yourself. Well-known evangelist Pastor D. L. Moody once told a story
about an eagle that was jealous about another bird that could fly better. One day the bird saw a
hunter with a bow and arrow. It said to him, “I wish you would bring down that eagle up there.”
The man said he could if he had some feathers for his arrow. The jealous eagle then pulled one
feather out from its wing. The arrow was shot, but it did not reach high enough. The first eagle
pulled out another feather, then another, until it lost so many feathers that it could no longer fly.
The archer took advantage of the situation, turned around, and caught the helpless bird. Jealousy
made the bird a victim. The stories in 1 Samuel 18 is about Saul’s jealousy over David. After the
defeat of Goliath the giant, a shepherd boy became a national hero. King Saul could have seized
the momentum and strengthened the morale of his army. Instead, Saul allowed jealousy to further
expose his weakness. Jealously can dissolve unity in a team. But God can make something
beautiful out of people’s jealousy if we commit ourselves to Him.

fi#Z¥E EXPLANATION
1. #E4FAYFELR The Causes for Jealousy

Let us begin by considering the causes for jealousy. Saul was jealous because he craved for
people’s attention. Verse 6-7 describe people’s warm welcome of the troop: 6 As they were
coming home, when David returned from striking down the Philistine, the women came out of
all the cities of Israel, singing and dancing, to meet King Saul, with tambourines, with songs of
joy, and with musical instruments. 7 And the women sang to one another as they celebrated,
“Saul has struck down his thousands, and David his ten thousands.” Verse 6 says people came to
welcome their king. However, they soon shifted their attention to David with the song. Everyone
cheered, except for one person. We see Saul’s reactions in verse 8-9: 8 And Saul was very angry,
and this saying displeased him. He said, “They have ascribed to David ten thousands, and to me
they have ascribed thousands, and what more can he have but the kingdom?” 9 And Saul eyed
David from that day on. Saul turned a red eye to David because he received all the attention. The
comparison in the lyrics was just an exaggeration. But to a sensitive person like Saul, the
message was not well-received. Comparison seldom produces a positive result. We feel prideful
when we have something better than others. Our heart turns sour when we realize that someone
is more superior to us in other ways. We should put our attention on God instead. He gives us a
mind to think, hands to work and opportunities to try. Then we will thank God in our success and
setback. Saul did not only crave after attention, he also craved after people’s affection. Among
the people who showed affection to David was Saul’s son Jonathan. Look at verse 3-4: 3 Then
Jonathan made a covenant with David, because he loved him as his own soul. 4 And Jonathan
stripped himself of the robe that was on him and gave it to David, and his armor, and even his
sword and his bow and his belt. Jonathan was perhaps ten years older than David. He liked
David so much that he gave away his war attire and weapons. We read earlier that at that time
weapons were rare because the Philistines controlled the supply of iron. Jonathan gave away



something very precious to him. Good friends share what they have. Little kids share their
candies or cookies. They take turn and get a bite of everything. The best way to make friends is
to be a friend first. Show genuine kindness to others and offer help to them. Besides Jonathan,
everyone liked David! Verse 5 says: And David went out and was successful wherever Saul sent
him, so that Saul set him over the men of war. And this was good in the sight of all the people
and also in the sight of Saul’s servants. People loved David for being a capable leader. He was
described as “successful” four times in this chapter. The Hebrew word means someone who
prospers for being wise. Leading a troop to war requires one’s brain more than his arms. Why
could David be so successful? Verse 14 tells us: And David had success in all his undertakings,
for the Lord was with him. God made David successful. Verses 12 and 28 tell us that Saul was
aware of that too. God’s Spirit had left Saul and He was now with David. Not getting people’s
approval hurt Saul’s feeling. Jealousy can happen anywhere, even in a church! It happens when
we focus on ourselves. Will you be jealous if others can sing better, have flourishing careers or
their kids go to famous colleges? Do not forget that God is the source of our blessings. He just
blesses each of us in different ways. There will be no more jealousy when you can celebrate
people’s accomplishments from your heart. When coworkers serve you, sincerely thank them for
their efforts and faithfulness. Ultimately, we should give all the glory to God.

2. WEGPHYNEE The Curses of Jealousy

The cause for Saul’s jealousy was his pride. When Saul could not overcome his weakness, his
jealousy led to curses. In other words, jealousy results in destruction. We see two curses that
haunted Saul. The first one was fear. Verse 15 says: And when Saul saw that he had great
success, he stood in fearful awe of him. Why was Saul afraid of David? Saul gradually realized
that David was the person God chose to replace him. A teenager showed signs of courage,
strength and leadership. People all loved David. What kind of leader would he become? All that
insecurity further compounded Saul’s jealousy. He saw David as a competitor instead of a loyal
servant. We can get jealous when we focus on ourselves. There will be no jealousy when we see
one person’s success as the team’s success. We need each other because we complement each
other. Besides fear, Saul’s jealousy also led to a curse of hatred. Look at verse 17: Then Saul
said to David, “Here is my elder daughter Merab. I will give her to you for a wife. Only be
valiant for me and fight the Lord’s battles.” For Saul thought, “Let not my hand be against him,
but let the hand of the Philistines be against him.” Saul hated David so much that he planned to
use the Philistines to get rid of him! He even offered his daughter as a trap. Becoming Saul’s
son-in-law was actually part of the reward for defeating Goliath. But David got nothing. Saul did
not fulfill his promise again. Verse 19 says Saul gave Merab to another man. How could the
Israelites trust their king if he did not do what he said? Later on, people informed Saul that
Michal, another daughter of his, had a crush on David. Saul then cooked up the same wicked
scheme. Read verse 21: Saul thought, “Let me give her to him, that she may be a snare for him
and that the hand of the Philistines may be against him.” Therefore Saul said to David a second
time, “You shall now be my son-in-law.” Saul asked officials to speak to David in private that the
king really liked him. All that sweet talk surely energized David. Saul then specified the cost for
getting his daughter in verse 25: Then Saul said, “Thus shall you say to David, ‘The king desires
no bride-price except a hundred foreskins of the Philistines, that he may be avenged of the king’s
enemies.”” Now Saul thought to make David fall by the hand of the Philistines. Saul thought that
would be a monumental task to get done. But the passages says David and his men were able to



kill double the number of Philistines! The king had no excuse this time. Hatred is a horrific
curse. If a person does not remove anger from his heart, he may want to remove the person he is
angry about. The first murder case in the Bible was a result of hatred. Cain was mad about his
brother Abel because God found favor in Abel’s offering. God warned Cain in Genesis 4:6-7 —
6 The Lord said to Cain, “Why are you angry, and why has your face fallen? 7 If you do well,
will you not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin is crouching at the door. Its desire is
contrary to you, but you must rule over it.” Sin will become a beast to devour us if we do not
tame it. Many violent behaviors in our society are results of uncontrollable anger. I can think of
road-rage, fighting with words and even with fists and weapons. We need to plug a water leak
before a dam gives in. A time-out actually works well for kids and adults. We ask God to help us
cool down and reassess the situation. Am I mad about people or am I just frustrated that things
do not go my way? Does my negative emotion help achieve the goal? What will be a godly way
to resolve the situation? I am sure we will be less angry if we can go through those questions
calmly. God equips us as peace-makers instead of peace-breakers. By God’s grace, we can build
rather than break a relationship.

3. WRIPAVAERL The Cure to Jealousy

Saul was a jealous man. Jealousy turned him into a wicked person. If pride is the deep-rooted
cause for jealousy, then humility is the best cure. Pride drives us to reveal ourselves, but humility
enables us to conceal ourselves. David was a humble person like that. He responded with
humility when presented the opportunity twice to marry Saul’s daughters. David says to Saul in
verse 18: ... “Who am I, and who are my relatives, my father’s clan in Israel, that I should be
son-in-law to the king?” Then again he tells the officials in verse 23: ... “Does it seem to you a
little thing to become the king’s son-in-law, since I am a poor man and have no reputation?”’
David felt undeserved of such a great prize. He understood that there was a huge gap in the
social status between the two families. It was more than getting a wife. He could also enter into
the royal family. If David was an ambitious person, he could have seized his fame and built a
career for himself. He could have started a sling-shot school to train apprentices. He could even
have rallied support to overthrow the king! Instead, David remained as a harpist to serve Saul.
Nowadays, it is not uncommon for young athletes, actors and singers to get prideful when they
became celebrities overnight. They buy mansions, ride in shiny cars and dress in luxury. They
forget their humble roots. In contrast, some of their peers use their platforms and publicity to
bless the community. They gladly donate their wealth and set up charities. David did not seek
after his own reputation. He did not fight for his own rights. Instead, he fought for his
countrymen and the glory of God. David stayed faithful to Saul because he stayed faithful to
God. David did not quit even when his madman boss tried to kill him. In fact, David continued to
respect Saul even when Saul kept pursuing him later. David understood that Saul was a king
anointed by God. David knew that God had a wonderful plan for him. But he waited patiently for
God’s timing. He did not take business in his own hands. God delights to use humble people like
David. Another humble Biblical character I can think of is John the Baptist. He knew God called
him to pave the way for the coming Savior. Jesus finally arrived. John’s disciples told him that a
lot of people went to Jesus. John was not jealous about it. He replies in John 3:28-30 that:

28 “You yourselves bear me witness, that I said, ‘I am not the Christ, but I have been sent before
him.” 29 The one who has the bride is the bridegroom. The friend of the bridegroom, who stands
and hears him, rejoices greatly at the bridegroom’s voice. Therefore this joy of mine is now



complete. 30 He must increase, but [ must decrease.”” John describes Jesus as the groom. John
saw himself as an assistant in the wedding. All that he did was to prepare for the groom to come.
Now Jesus was here. John felt glad instead of sad. Jesus should go under the spotlight. We can be
humble if we truly see Jesus as our Lord and we as His servants. Sometimes we treat our face as
the most important muscle in our body. We yearn for people’s approval. We take it personal
when facing criticism. We feel that we do good things in vain if there is no recognition. But God
sees our heart more important than our face. If our attitude is right, so will our actions.
Sometimes we use the world’s standards to evaluate our so-called success. We can be jealous
about some mega churches if we think bigger means better. The fact is that God carves out a
different niche for us. There are some unique things we as a Chinese church can do more
effectively. God never expects us to be famous. He just asks us to be faithful. Jesus called us to
make disciples for His Kingdom, not to build monuments for our castles. It does not matter if
few people knows us and no one remembers us after we are gone. The most important thing is
for people to know Jesus through what we do. We give it all to the Lord every day for the duties
He entrusts us. We will have joy instead of jealousy if we strive to live that way.

4% 5w CONCLUSION

David was a victim of Saul’s jealousy. Instead of fighting back, David submitted to the Lord.
David looked beyond his own circumstances and focused on what God had to accomplish. About
a thousand years after David, Jesus also suffered because of jealousy. Even Pilate the Roman
Governor knew that the religious leader wanted to get rid of Jesus due to their jealousy of Him.
Rather than seeking justice for Himself, Jesus submitted to the Father. In doing so, Jesus turned a
wicked scheme of men into a victory. God can make something beautiful out of people’s jealousy
if we commit ourselves to Him. There was an interesting story about F.B. Meyer and Campbell
Morgan, two well-known pastors in England from the last century. At one time, Meyer was
jealous about Morgan because Morgan’s church had a bigger attendance. The two pastors often
preached together at the same conferences. Meyer was upset that some audience sat at Morgan’s
preaching but were absent when he spoke. Jealousy kept brewing in Meyer’s heart. He soon got
into the habit of criticizing Morgan’s sermons, rather than appreciating his gifts. Meyer realized
the harm of his jealousy. Therefore, he prayed that God would change his heart. Meyer also
started praying that God would bless Morgan’s ministries. Gradually, there was no more
jealousy. Meyer even publicly praised about Morgan’s preaching. In the end, God blessed
Meyer’s church too. Morgan’s church was so crowded that some people went to Meyer’s church.
God turned a lose-lose battle into a win-win outcome.
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