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Knowledge will affect our decisions. You will modify your habits if you realize that there is a
better way to do certain things. I tried to convince my two sons to use mouthwash the past few
years. Recently, I asked my younger son if he is doing it. He said he is, although he does not like
the burning sensation. I questioned why he does not rinse his mouth with water after using
mouthwash. Then I wondered what is the right way to do it. A few websites indeed advise
against rinsing with water. That allows the mouthwash to remain on your teeth. In fact, some
experts say we should not rinse our mouth after brushing. I have been cleaning my teeth the
wrong way all my life! I am not suggesting you to change your habit. I am your pastor, not your
dentist. The point is that the correct information should guide our actions. The same is true for
spiritual matters. The English adult fellowship discussed an important question a few weeks ago:
are Christians still sinners? What do you think? Some of you may say: “Nah! What is the big
deal? Let the Bible scholars debate about it. I have house-works to do this afternoon. I need to go
to school or work tomorrow.” The fact is that your understanding on sin will affect your
relationship with God. Whether you see yourself as a victim or a victor in sin will also influence
your decisions. What matters is not how we feel or what some Bible teachers think, but what
God says. We need to know the truth so that we can walk in the truth.

EXPLANATION fi#fE
1. Condemnation in Sin 7E5E

Are Christians still sinners? First, we need to consider our spiritual status before we receive
Jesus. The Bible says we are condemned in sin. God comes to the verdict based on His righteous
standard. Romans 3:23 says: For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. “All” means
everyone — men and women, young and old, people in the past and in the future. Sin is a
universal problem. Paul defines sin as failing to meet the perfect standard of God. We smear
God’s reputation when we sin. Imagine a son from a celebrity family got drunk, hit another car
and injured its driver. It brought shame to the family. In addition, the insurance company would
go after the policy-holder for a compensation. The court would also charge the driver for
breaking the law. He might have to pay a fine or go to jail, or both. However, the laws of the land
only target people’s conducts. The police cannot arrest me if [ am only thinking about stealing
something from a store. I will not be accused if no one sees me committing a crime either. But
sin is more serious than crime. Anything we do, say and think that falls short of God’s perfect
requirement is sin. God defines pride, greed, jealousy and slander as sins. Therefore, we are all
condemned. No one can be exempted. Just like crime, sin also has its consequence. Hebrews
9:27 says: And just as it is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes judgment. God
will judge us for all that we do in this life. He knows everything about us. It is like He has a
CCTV in the sky that records all that we think, say and do. Those evidence will be presented in
the heavenly court. God will demand a payment to cover the damages caused by our sins. We do
not want to think about judgment. But it will happen just as the Bible says. Sin is truly a serious
matter. We need to accept the bad news before we will hear the good news. A doctor who tells
you that you are in perfect health every time you visit him is a liar. I would rather see a doctor



who tells me the facts. I will follow his advice to change my life habits or even take medicines to
get better. Sin is a problem bigger than we can handle. We do not realize that we need a solution
unless we admit our helplessness. God loves us and He provides a remedy for us. We need to
seek His help.

2. Compensation for Sin [H3E

Every person is condemned in sin. We can never afford to cover the damage we cause. Thanks to
God! He sends Jesus as the compensation for sin. Jesus saved us by dying on the cross. But how
did that actually take away our sins? Let us look at it from different angles. First, Jesus replaced
us. Paul says in 2 Corinthians 5:21 — For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so
that in him we might become the righteousness of God. Jesus replaced us and suffered for our
penalty on the cross. Go back to the example of the drunken driver. Suppose the car that he
smashed was a priceless antique automobile. The owner filed a multi-million-dollar lawsuit.
There was no way for the son to pay the money. The parents then stepped in, replaced their son
and suffered the loss. That was what Jesus did for us. He replaced us by taking the punishment
we deserve. Our sin debt is gone when we put our trust in Jesus. Second, by replacing us, Jesus
also redeemed us. Look at Romans 3:24 — and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the
redemption that is in Christ Jesus. The word redemption is a term used in slave trade. At that
time, slaves were captives in wars, those who were unable to pay their debts or people born of
slave parents. Slaves could only be set free when they or someone paid a ransom. The Bible says
we are slaves in sin before we know Jesus. We sin uncontrollably. Jesus paid the ransom to
redeem us. Paul says in Romans 6:17-18 — 17 But thanks be to God, that you who were once
slaves of sin have become obedient from the heart to the standard of teaching to which you were
committed, 18 and, having been set free from sin, have become slaves of righteousness. Notice
that we are never a free person in a spiritual sense. Sin is our previous master. Jesus now
becomes our new Master. That is why Christians call Jesus their Lord. We now belong to Jesus.
We can live a righteous life when we obey Him. Jesus replaced us and He redeemed us. Thirdly,
Jesus also regenerated us. Paul tells us in 2 Corinthians 5:17 — Therefore, if anyone is in Christ,
he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come. We are “in Christ” the
moment we receive Jesus. Becoming a Christian is more than registering as a church member or
adopting a new set of rules. There are some revolutionary changes on the inside. All of our sins —
past, present and future — have been cleansed by Jesus. God changes us into a new person by
giving us a new heart. This new life enables us to follow His instructions. In the past, you might
think that the Bible is a good moral book. But it is just one of the options you can consider. Now
you know that the Bible is the blueprint for your life. God gives you the love for His Word and
the desire to apply it to your life. Thank God for giving us a new beginning in Jesus.

3. Confrontation with Sin }75E

We are condemned by God as sinners. But Jesus compensated for our sins. Christians no longer
have to bear the eternal consequence for their sins. That is the best news for us. However, our
confrontation with sin will continue for the rest of our lives. Why are Christians still able to sin?
We live in a fallen world. The apostle John tells us in 1 John 5:19 that: We know that we are
from God, and the whole world lies in the power of the evil one. Satan tempts us with fame and
fortune, pleasure and pride continually. Besides, we still live in a fragile and temporary body.



There is a possibility for us to sin at every moment. Jesus can identify with our experience. Satan
tempted Jesus in Matthew 4 by asking Him to change stones into bread, to jump down from the
top of the temple and to bow down before him. Jesus did not succumb to temptations in every
instance. He used God’s Word to defeat Satan’s lies. He quoted the Bible and responded “it is
written” in each temptation. He submitted to the Father and lived an obedient life. Today, the
devil spreads lies that some people lead a sinful lifestyle because they are born with certain genes
or it is their right and or it is intolerant not to accept others’ differences. We should always go
back to God’s Word to clear up confusions. To God, something is either right or wrong. There is
no gray area. God’s standard does not need any revision either. Do not be swayed by so-called
experts’ opinions, and do not make social media your Bible either! A million “likes” or followers
do not turn lies into truth. God gives us the freedom to obey or disobey Him. What will happen
when Christians rebel against God? Here is the most precious part: sin will not undo our
salvation. Jesus promises us in John 10:28 — “[ give them eternal life, and they will never perish,
and no one will snatch them out of my hand.” Once we are saved, no force can un-save us! We
can do nothing to earn salvation and there is nothing we can do to lose salvation. Although sin
will not destroy our relationship with God, it will disturb our fellowship with Him. Little kids
will hide away from their parents when they rebel. You will feel awkward to see a friend you
have offended too. We do not want to get near to God when we sin. We lack interest to read the
Bible and attend church meetings. Although Jesus had taken away the eternal penalty of our sin,
we have to bear the responsibilities in this life every time we sin. For example, we or others may
get hurt, there may be loss of health or people’s trust, loss of peace and joy or even legal
ramifications. We enjoy sinning when we do not know Jesus. However, there is no fun for
Christians to sin because they hurt the heart of the Lord who loves them and died for them. The
Bible says God will discipline us as He sees fit because He loves us. The Holy Spirit inside us
will keep nudging us until we repent. At any moment, we can claim the cleansing power of Jesus’
blood. However, God’s grace should never be used as a license to sin. A rich man’s kid will not
squander his father’s wealth if he loves his dad more than his money. Likewise, we will not
abuse God’s grace if we truly love Him. We know that Jesus shouldered a huge cost to save us.

CONCLUSION #&4%

We are condemned in sin before we know Jesus. He died on the cross to compensate for our sin.
We will continue to confront with sin even after we are saved. Now we are back to the million-
dollar question: are Christians still sinners? From God’s perspective, believers are no longer
sinners. Committing sin uncontrollably should not characterize our life. It is like we call
naturalized immigrants as U.S. citizens. They still appear like foreigners. They speak English
with an accent. They prefer the food and they celebrate the festivals of their birth country.
However, according to the law, they are now Americans. Similarly, God transferred us into His
Kingdom when we are saved. What matters is not how we feel or how others see us. God treats
us as His children. The Bible calls us saints. We are justified and holy people, although we are
far from perfect. Our struggle over sins is real and often painful. We have different weaknesses.
It can be about personality, entertainment or materials. Satan will fool us that we cannot help but
stumble over and over again in the same temptations. We will surely fail if we rely on ourselves.
We can win only when we submit to God. We must use the power and the privilege God gives to
us as Kingdom citizens to fight. In every decision, we can choose whether we want to be victors
or victims in sin. God sees us as no more sin. With His help, we can sin no more.
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