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5]& INTRODUCTION

There is a Chinese saying that goes like this: “A relative living faraway is no better than a
neighbor next door.” When you have an urgent need, a close distance is more critical than a close
relationship. Rather than to call and wait for someone to come, you may as well knock on your
neighbor’s door. People are willing to offer you help, because they may need your help in the
future. Assisting others can even change enemies to friends. My younger son joins the robotics
club in school as his extracurricular activity. The group participates in competitions a few times a
year. The teacher in-charge shares a neat thing he observes. It is common for teams to run into
trouble at every contest. But players from other groups are always willing to share their
resources. It can as little as a few screws. Once a school entered a competition for the first time.
The students did not know that they had to assemble their robot ahead of time. Some young
people from other schools saw it. They gladly jumped in and built the machine together.
Competitors became partners. What a beautiful picture of kindness! Christians must be good
neighbors in the world too. People do not care what we believe until they see how we behave.
We must show God’s love through actions. The last clause in the mission statement of our church
encourages us to: love the world sacrificially. Here the “world” stands for non-believers. If we
care about people’s spiritual need, we should care about their physical needs too. Jesus illustrated
that point in the well-known Parable of the Good Samaritan.

fi#Z¥E EXPLANATION
1. 53M7fHIRE A Problem to Analyze (v. 25-29)

The story began when a lawyer came to see Jesus. He was an expert and a teacher of the Old
Testament Law. The conversation soon changed to the subject of loving God and loving people.
As we shall see, this religious leader saw loving others as a problem to analyze. Luke tells us the
motive of this man. Verse 25 says he wanted to “test” Jesus. That Greek word has both positive
and negative nuances. In this context, the lawyer was trying to trap Jesus in His words. In the
gospels, some religious leaders also attempted to stumble Jesus. For example, they brought
patients to Jesus and asked if it was permissible to heal them on the Sabbath. Jesus would break
their Sabbath rules if He said yes. Jesus unveiled their hypocrisy that they loved their regulations
more than they loved God and His people. This time, the lawyer asked Jesus what he must do to
inherit eternal life. The Jews’ understanding of eternal life was about attaining righteousness so
that God would admit them into heaven and give them everlasting blessings. But most Jews
thought that they could achieve that result by doing something. In particular, they had to obey the
Law. This lawyer asked the right question based on a wrong assumption. Jesus did not correct the
man immediately. Rather, He asked the lawyer about his understanding of the Law. Jesus upheld
the authority of God’s Word. That was a common ground both of them could agree. Nowadays,
most non-believers may not believe what the Bible says. At least they know that it is the
foundation of our belief. Therefore, we must uphold the authority of the Bible as we share the
gospel. What matters is not what they think or what we think. What matters is what God says. A
gospel track will come in handy because it contains some key Bible verses. People in general



share the view of this lawyer that they can earn their way to heaven. But the question is how
good is good enough? A civil society says it is wrong to kill a person. But in a barbaric tribe it is
right to have a stranger for dinner! Ultimately, there must be a perfect standard that everyone
should submit to. God is that final authority. No one can debate or deny. The lawyer showed his
understanding of the Law in his answer. He says in verse 27: “You shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind,

and your neighbor as yourself.” He combines two Old Testament verses in his response.
Deuteronomy 6:5 tells people to love God whole-heartedly. Leviticus 19:18 asks people to love
their neighbors as themselves. Jesus praised the man for his perfect answer. Jesus surely knew
human psychology. People will love to hear others’ approval. Most seeker friends will quickly
shut their ears when they feel that we think we are holier than them. Our role is to guide them to
the light. We can affirm people’s good intent and behavior, then we show them a better way to
live. Many non-believers love money because they look for security in a wrong place. We can
tell them that only God gives us peace. Workaholics work long hours may want to ensure a better
future for their family. We can share our experience that God provides for all of our needs.
Prideful people try to win people’s acceptance. We let them know that God knows our
weaknesses but He loves us anyway. The lawyer had the knowledge. Jesus challenged the man to
apply what he knew. If he believed that obeying the Law could earn him eternal life, then he
must do so accordingly. Jesus followed the logic of the man until he hit his blind spot. That is
God’s wisdom! The lawyer was not persuaded yet. Look at verse 29: But he, desiring to justify
himself, said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” The lawyer had a clear idea about how to love
God. He taught people to worship God on the Sabbath, make the correct amount of offerings and
do other things required by the Law. Most Jews believed that doing all that could keep a good
standing with God. But the lawyer was not sure about who his neighbor was, so that he could
fulfill the requirement of love. It appeared to be a sincere question. Deep down inside, the man
still wanted to maintain an upper-hand in the argument. He tried to prove that he was right and
looked for a loophole to defeat Jesus. In those days, the religious leaders defined neighbors as
people in God’s covenant. Therefore, according to this view, people must either be Jews by birth
or foreigners converted to the Jewish belief before they could share God’s blessings. The lawyer
wanted to fulfill a minimum requirement of loving neighbors. In his mind, there were some
“non-neighbors” whom he did not need to love. As we shall see, Jesus used the Parable of the
Good Samaritan to correct the lawyer. The misconception of the lawyer shows us the danger of
legalism. We need rules to maintain orders and ensure fairness. For example, running a red light
causes danger to yourself and others. However, love should have no limit. It would be funny to
ask how little we should love others to get a passing grade from God. Instead, we should look for
ways to love others more. God loves us abundantly. He hates every sin, but He loves every
sinner. We should model after His love. Love is showing grace with wisdom. Jesus did not reject
the lawyer’s inquiry, even though He knew the man was testing Him. Jesus patiently led the
lawyer to the truth. He then left room for the man to change his perspective.

2. 59 A Person to Sympathize (v. 30-37)

To the lawyer, loving a neighbor was a problem to analyze. However, Jesus saw a neighbor as a
person to sympathize. Jesus used a parable to illustrate His point. The lawyer could surely
identify with the story. At that time, both Jerusalem and Jericho were major cities. Traveling
between the two locations was common. This seventeen-mile trip was well-known for being



dangerous. It was a winding path through a desert surrounded by caves. It is more like driving
through the hill country in Arkansas than going from here to the downtown area. In Jesus’ days,
thieves were hiding and waiting somewhere to prey on innocent people. Jesus described the
victim as half-dead. He desperately needed a rescue. The priest and Levite were both religious
workers. All the priests were descendants of Aaron from the tribe of Levi. Only the priests could
offer sacrifice. The rest of the Levites were servants for other temple duties. Jesus did not
elaborate why the priest and Levite did not offer help. They might be busy or they did not want
to become unclean by touching a corpse. Regardless, they saw a needy person but they gave no
help. Only the Samaritan took the hassle to care for the victim. The Jews despised the Samaritans
for being unclean half-breed people. Let us consider what we can learn from the Samaritan. What
does it take to help a stranger? First, it takes time. The Samaritan paused his trip, which might
delay his plans. Perhaps you need to spend a few hours to comfort a friend who has just lost a
loved one. Love must come with sacrifices. Second, it takes risk. What if the victim faked his
injury, and his accomplices came out and robbed the Samaritan? Once a young man sat outside
of our church. Jimmy gave him some food and water. He lives with his aunt. They had a quarrel
that morning. He did not want to go home. He asked us to take him to a homeless shelter. Finally,
we called the police. An officer brought the young man home. God gave us wisdom to navigate
through some uncertainties. Third, it takes effort. The Samaritan treated the victim the best he
could. He poured oil on the wounds, which has a medicinal effect. He also used wine, which is a
disinfectant. We can use what we have at hand to show love too. You can give away your take-
home dinner to a homeless person under a bridge. Once | was waiting in line at a Walmart to
return something. A man wanted to use the phone in the store to call his wife. A clerk did not
give him permission. I told the guy: “You can use mine.” Problem solved! The Samaritan went a
few steps further. He put the injured person on his animal. That would mean that the Samaritan
had to walk. Next, he took the man to an inn. He asked the innkeeper to take care of the victim.
He promised to settle the bill on his way back. Why was the Samaritan willing to do all that?
Jesus explained in verse 33: “But a Samaritan, as he journeyed, came to where he was, and when
he saw him, he had compassion.” The Greek verb translated as “had compassion” pictures the
gut churning in a person. It means the misfortune of a needy person touches someone’s heart and
drives the person to actions. When everyone believes that someone else will do it, then probably
it ends up no one doing it. Our perspective will change if we are the needy person. Once my
family was eating with someone at a restaurant. When we were about to drive home, someone at
the parking lot noticed that I had a flat tire. I drove to a nearby gas station to get some air. Then |
realized that I needed to replace it with a spare tire. It was dark at night and I did not want to get
my hands dirty. Therefore, I called roadside assistance. I was told that someone would show up
in 45 minutes. Sometime later, a man drove by and asked if I needed help. I explained the
situation to him. He was so kind to install a spare tire for us. To show my appreciation, I offered
to buy him some fermented beverage. This Good Samaritan refused and just took off. We will be
motivated to help others after we receive help from someone. There are needy people
everywhere. All we need to do is to see, stop then serve. In reality, it is impossible to help every
person. There are many charity agencies and humanitarian organizations that serve specific
targets. That can be the elderly, the disabled or even people in under-developed countries. You
can donate money, food or clothes to support their work. After telling the parable, Jesus hit home
with some final remarks in verses 36-37: “36 Which of these three, do you think, proved to be a
neighbor to the man who fell among the robbers?” 37 He said, “The one who showed him
mercy.” And Jesus said to him, “You go, and do likewise.” Jesus turned the original question



from the lawyer around. Instead of asking who my neighbor is, Jesus asked: to whom I am a
neighbor? The answer is obvious. Just like the Samaritan did, you show yourself to be a neighbor
by helping someone in need. The lawyer understood God’s requirements. But would he obey
God’s command to “love your neighbor as yourself?” Jesus was not proposing that a person can
inherit eternal life through good work. No one can! Salvation is God’s free grace obtained by
receiving Jesus through faith. Jesus illustrated what genuine love should look like. The lawyer
knew the Law. But the Samaritan applied the spirit of the Law. Today we are called to be Jesus’
disciples. We should display God’s love to our neighbors regardless of their background. We do
not need to find a neighbor. We only need to be a good neighbor. We should not only proclaim
God’s love. We must also practice God’s love.

4Ex6 CONCLUSION

People in the world is looking for true love. They do not care what we believe until they see how
we behave. If we care about people’s spiritual need, we should care about their physical needs
too. Actions of love are powerful and contagious. Sometimes, all it takes is one person to trigger
a chain reaction of love. A recent big news in the sports world is the injury of Damar Hamlin. He
is a football player of the Buffalo Bills. He collapsed in a game on January 2 after he collided
with another player. He suffered from a cardiac arrest, and CPR was administered on the scene.
Hamlin was subsequently taken to a nearby hospital. He showed great improvements afterward.
Eleven days after the accident, Hamlin was able to go home. We see the beauty of mankind if we
focus on the expressions of genuine love. Players from both teams circled around Hamlin,
kneeled down and prayed when he was receiving medical care on the field. Signs, banners and
billboards asking people to pray for Hamlin showed up in every professional football game.
Hamlin actually has a heart to help people too. Two years ago when Hamlin began his
professional career, he started a charity in his hometown for people to donate Christmas toys for
kids in underprivileged families. He set a goal of $2,500. Since the accident, close to nine million
dollars has been collected. One person’s suffering results in great responses of love. Two
thousand years ago, Jesus Christ suffered for the whole mankind. Today, we are called to follow
the example of Jesus’ sacrificial love to the fallen world. We who have experienced God’s love
should be eager to love others. Love will not save people’s soul, but it is an effective way to lead
them to the Savior of souls.
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