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5/ INTRODUCTION

Communication is an essential tool in a relationship. Both parties have to be on the same page to
get the right messages across. Obstacles exist if the two sides speak different languages. Once a
young man was helping a pastor translate his sermon. The pastor spoke in Mandarin. The young
man was born to a Chinese family in the U.S. English is his mother tongue. He did an effective
job until he stumbled in one sentence. The minister said: “A man was dating a girl.” The
interpreter rendered: “A man was talking love to a girl.” The Chinese audience burst in laughter.
The pastor continued without missing a beat: “Talk alone will not win a woman’s heart.” He is
right. Talking love is easy. Practicing love takes efforts, whether it is a love between opposite
genders, family members or friends. Love is not only a feeling. Love must also come with
actions. God does not only tell us His love. He shows it to us too. God is love, and so His
children must be disciples of love. We must love God first, then love other believers. That is why
the third line of the mission statement of FCBC says: we love one another humbly. That is based
on the Bible passage we read earlier. Jesus said that when He was eating the Last Supper with
His disciples. He was about to be arrested, and He would be nailed to the cross the next day.
Among other final instructions, Jesus told the twelve men to love one another. Let us unpack
these two verses and see how we can apply the truths to our lives.

{772 EXPLANATION
1. EHya4 Mandate of Love

First, we learn that love is a mandate from Jesus. He told the disciples: “A new commandment |
give to you, that you love one another.” By mandate, it means it is not an option or a suggestion.
It is not just an encouragement but it is also a duty. We need to admit that we do not like to be
told what to do. We all have a nature of stubbornness and even rebellion. You see that by the
way how some people drive. Rules must be enforced to be effective. You must arrive at school
or at work by a certain time, because there is a penalty for not doing so. God gives us mandates
for our good. Many Bible truths are actually written in the form of mandates. God requires us to
treat others with kindness, to share the gospel with seeker friends and to offer money to support
God’s work. God could have threatened us with punishment if we do not follow His words. But
He motivates us with His love. Love is a stronger driving force than penalty and even reward.
Just ask any young man in a dating relationship. They will do whatever their girlfriends ask for
instantly. Likewise, we will obey God if we truly love Him. Jesus said to love one another is a
“new” commandment. This mandate is actually not really new. It is from the Old Testament.
Leviticus 19:18 says: “You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against the sons of your
own people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: | am the Lord.” The Law gives
concrete instructions about how to love others. The Israelites should take care of orphans,
widows and foreigners. They should leave some crops in the field after harvest for poor people to
pick their food. They should not deceive others by bearing false witness, twisting justice or using
a different set of weights in the market. This is a new commandment because Jesus gave it a new
dimension and a new dynamic. Jesus told the disciples at the Last Supper that He used His blood
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to make a new covenant with them. That covenant is not maintained by a set of rules. God sent
the Holy Spirit to live in believers. The Holy Spirit changes us into a new person so that we are
able to obey God. It is like installing new Apps on your phone. They direct your phone to do
amazing things. Similarly, Jesus enables us to love others through the Holy Spirit. We must
submit to the Holy Spirit and let Him re-program our mind. Then we will choose to love others.
Otherwise, our love will be limited, selective and reluctant if we rely on ourselves. The problem
is not that we are unable to love others. The problem is that we are unwilling to do so. We need
to go back to the Lord, yield to Him and ask for strength. If we do that, then loving others will no
longer be a burdensome mandate. Rather, it will be a natural reaction flowing with joy.

2. ZHYHEE) Mutual Love

Love is a mandate. Jesus goes on and says that love must also be mutual. He told the disciples to
“love one another.” There are many “one another” commands in the Bible. Those passages tell
us some practical things to do if we love one another. One basic thing is to love one another
through services. 1 Peter 4:8-10 say: 8 Above all, keep loving one another earnestly, since love
covers a multitude of sins. 9 Show hospitality to one another without grumbling. 10 As each has
received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God’s varied grace. In the
following context, Peter lists a few spiritual gifts. Believers can use those and other gifts to serve
one other in the church. God gives each of us unique gifts when we become believers. You
should discover your gifts and use them. Teaching and cleanup are more than services. They are
ways to love others. You serve people with your hands and your heart. Peter says love toward
one other can cover many sins. Here “cover” does not mean hiding as a way to condone sins. We
can understand it as overcoming sins. For example, verse 9 mentions grumbling. Complaints can
lead to distrust, conflict or slandering. Instead of harboring grudges, a loving person will
overlook the offense. Paul puts it this way in Colossians 3:13-14 — 13 Bearing with one another
and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you,
so you also must forgive. 14 And above all these put on love, which binds everything together

in perfect harmony. Conflict is a good test for our love in Christ. We will fight for our rights if
we fall back to our sinful human nature. But if we put loving one another first, then it does not
matter if | lose or you win. The more important thing is to preserve unity. In the Bible,
forgiveness comes before an apology. Jesus asked the Father to forgive those who mistreated
Him when He was still hanging on the cross. Jesus loved us when we were still sinners.
Therefore, we follow Jesus’ example when we take the initiative to forgive others. That takes
humility. You care about the relationship over your feeling of hurt. Paul says that such love binds
everything together. Without this bond, a church will be like a movie theater. People come into a
building on Sunday to watch a religious performance. They arrive alone and leave alone without
any interaction with fellow believers. That is not a church! One thing the pandemic teaches us is
that human relationship is essential. A Zoom meeting can never replace a gathering in a room.
We can greet, talk, pray and worship when we sit down together. We need to intentionally show
our love to one another when we come inside the building. You can say hi to someone you do
not know that well. Introduce your name and your background. If you repeat the same thing
every time you come here, our church will become a place filled with love.

3. EpJHELE: Model of Love



Love is a mandate from Jesus. Love among believers must be mutual. Jesus demonstrated love
by setting Himself as a model. He told the disciples: “just as I have loved you, you also are to
love one another.” His model of love motivates us to love others. Jesus loved the unlovable. He
reached out to tax-collectors and other sinners the society despised. In doing so, Jesus forgave
those the Jews considered unforgivable. He also extended compassion to the unworthy. Jesus
welcomed the sick and the poor that people rejected. He even served those who were ungrateful.
Jesus washed the feet of Judas, even though He knew Judas would betray Him. Eventually, Jesus
died for all the unbelievers. Paul says in Romans 5:8 — But God shows his love for us in that
while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. Jesus died on the cross when we are rebellious and
have no interest in the truth. Jesus loved us first and He loved us fully. We can summarize Jesus’
love in one word: sacrificial. He gave up everything to love us. Jesus gave up His glory when He
came into the world. An immortal God became a mortal man. Jesus felt tired, hungry and afraid
like we do. Jesus also gave up His sovereignty. He submitted to the Father’s will. He did not
resort to His supernatural power on every occasion. Moreover, Jesus gave up His dignity. He
ministered to people like a servant. He suffered much shame and pain, and died in the most
gruesome way. That is the model Jesus set for us. John encourages us in 1 John 3:16-17 — 16 By
this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for the
brothers. 17 But if anyone has the world’s goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart
against him, how does God’s love abide in him? John says we have to love fellow believers the
way Jesus loved us. Before we are willing to lay down our life for others, are we willing to lay
down our resources? It is unthinkable for not meeting the needs of brothers and sisters when we
have the capacity to do so. What can we sacrifice for others? Besides material possession, we can
think of time and money. In order to do that, we must know where the needs are. Therefore, love
begins with caring. When you know someone in need, you can mobilize people to offer help. It
may be food, time or a ride. Jesus freely loved people with no string attached. Our love is
genuine when we expect nothing in return. No one owes anyone a favor. We all owe Jesus it to
Jesus for His salvation grace. Jesus once said that the good work we do to the least of the
brothers will be like doing to Him. We will love people generously if we keep that in mind. We
treat people the best we can as if we were serving Jesus. The recipients do not have to worry that
they have to return the credit. In the future, they can show kindness to some other people when
opportunities come up. That is how love should flow in a faith community.

4. EHJ{EZE Messengers of Love

A church should be filled with love. When we love one another, we become messengers of
God’s love. Our action has a witnessing effect. Jesus told the disciples: “By this all people will
know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” Here “all people” refer to non-
believers. After Jesus went back to heaven, His disciples founded the first church. Outsiders
learned something about this “new religion” by observing the life of Christians. Acts 2:45
records: And they were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to
all, as any had need. Believers loved one another by sharing what they had. This act of charity
was important because at that time most people were poor. Some of them might be kicked out
from their home and job when they became Christians. It was hard to convince people that God
would provide for them when they were homeless and hungry. Verse 47 tells us the effect of
such actions on the community: praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord
added to their number day by day those who were being saved. Their token of love drew the



attention of people outside the church. As a result, new believers were added to the membership
every day. It proves the saying: “People don’t care how much you know until they know how
much you care.” Those believers became messengers of love by living out what the Lord taught
them. The world tells us to mind our own business and seek the biggest benefits for ourselves.
But deep down inside, people are looking for genuine love. They long for virtues like trust,
acceptance, honesty and loyalty. Can they find those qualities in Christians? Unfortunately, the
church has a bad reputation. Some non-believers see us as hypocrites and idealists. We do not
practice what we teach and believe. They conclude that the Bible is a good but impractical moral
book. A few bad news will also overshadow many good contributions. People focus on issues
like conflict and distrust, scandal and lawsuit. They then wonder why they should become
believers if they have better conducts than some Christians. Paul says our life is like a drama
performed for the world to watch. We need to exercise love within these four walls before we
can show our love to the outside world. Someone said a church should be an embassy of God’s
Kingdom. When gospel friends enter our church, they will be like stepping into a foreign
country. They should see us operate by God’s rules and not secular convention. Therefore, we
must live differently. Once | went back to Hong Kong. | forgot that people drive on the other
side of the road. A bus honked at me while approaching at full speed because | looked at the
wrong direction. | quickly cross the street. Then | remembered that the city has a different set of
traffic rules. Can non-believers sense a Christian culture in our church? Can they feel our love
for one another and toward them? We are effective messengers of love if we show that even
before we share with them the gospel. They will want what we have.

4Ex4 CONCLUSION

Love is not only a feeling. Love must also come with actions. We should not only talk about
love. We should live out love as well. We will truly treat people as brothers and sisters when we
love one another. A church will not be just a building but it will become our home. Fellow
believers are no longer strangers but family members. We will long to come here every Friday
and Sunday because we can interact with each other through the programs. We will stop asking
what we can get from here but ask what we can contribute to make this place better. Gospel
friends will find God’s love because a people of love is here. These are not an unreachable ideas,
but it is a goal we must pursue.
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