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5|= INTRODUCTION

We go with our goals. Your boss, teacher or family members may assign you some tasks.
But there must be some higher goals beyond those routine duties. For example, you want to
get into a dream college, climb up the career leader or be a better housewife and mom. Those
aspirations motivate you to get out of bed every day. What applies to people is also true for
an organization. A school, company or church has something called a mission statement. It
defines purpose, guides planning and energizes people. The Council of our church revised
our mission statement last year. It reads: our mission is “To make disciples, who love God
supremely, love one another humbly and love the world sacrificially.” We will spend four
Sundays to ponder on this statement. My prayer is that we will understand it and embrace it.
Next time, when people ask you what your church does, then you can quote our mission
statement and explain it. We begin by talking about the disciplines of being disciples of
Jesus. Here is the one thing I hope you will remember when you walk out from here:
Christians, believers and disciples refer to the same group of people. In other words, every
Christian is a disciple of Jesus. The Greek word for “disciple” means a student. Disciples
learn from their Master, Jesus Christ. Salvation is the starting-point of your lifelong training
as Jesus’ disciple. But we are not alone in this journey. Jesus is our instructor. Fellow
brothers and sisters are our companions. We encourage each other so that we will receive
God’s rewards. Today, we will go through some episodes in the lives of Jesus’ disciples and
see our Lord trained them. Jesus teaches us in the same ways.

fiZfE EXPLANATION
1. P9ERYEZE The Calling of Disciples

First, let us consider the calling of disciples. Soon after the Lord set off His gospel mission,
He called a few disciples. Mark 1:16-18 record: 16 Passing alongside the Sea of Galilee, he
saw Simon and Andrew the brother of Simon casting a net into the sea, for they were
fishermen. 17 And Jesus said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you become fishers of
men.” 18 And immediately they left their nets and followed him. Another name for Simon is
Peter. Moments later, Jesus called another two brothers James and John. Altogether, Jesus
called four fishermen to be His disciples. Jesus’ command was simple: “Follow me.” He did
not tell the men where they would go, where they would stay or how they would make a
living. They dropped their nets without hesitation and followed Jesus. It takes faith to
respond to Jesus’ calling. Think about the time when you accepted Jesus. You still had a lot
of questions about Christianity. You only had some fuzzy ideas of what Christian life is like.
But you put your trust in Jesus with a simple faith. God gave you that faith to receive Him.
As you walk with Jesus, your faith continues to grow, just like the disciples went through.
Jesus told Peter and Andrew that they were called to be fishers of men. I wonder if they had
any idea about how to catch people instead of fish. Jesus intended to use the skills and
mindset those fishermen had for gospel work. They used to labor all night, they fought with



wind and waves and they must wait for the right timing to have a catch. Similarly, their
future ministries required diligence, dedication and patience. Later, Jesus installed all twelve
disciples in Mark 3:14-15 — 14 And he appointed twelve (whom he also named apostles) so
that they might be with him and he might send them out to preach 15 and have authority to
cast out demons. Here we see the title “apostles,” which means delegates. Jesus sent out the
twelve men after they had received some initial training. Jesus shared His power with them
to cast out of demons. It proved that the gospel they proclaimed was from God. The disciples
learned gradually through on-the-job training. Today, Jesus calls you from your specific field
to be His disciple. You are a student, a scientist, an engineer, etc. But you are also a disciple
sent to your work place. The Bible is your learning manual. You show people that you are a
disciple of Jesus through your work. You reflects the character of Jesus as you interact with
people. Jesus also empowers you to share the gospel with others. He gives you courage to
overcome your shyness. He gives you wisdom and the right words to speak. Regardless of
your job title, you are a professional disciple. You profess Jesus in your role.

2. P91ERVE)I4% The Coaching of Disciples

After Jesus called His disciples, He gave them some coaching to develop their skills. We
heard a saying that more is caught than taught in learning. Jesus coached His disciples
through His words and through His life. He often used parables when He talked about the
Kingdom of God. After Jesus finished sharing the Parable of the Sower, some audience
thought that it was an interesting story. Only the disciples and a handful of people wondered
about the meaning behind it. Mark 4:10 says: And when he was alone, those around him with
the twelve asked him about the parables. They pondered on what they heard, then they asked
questions. Little kids love to ask the “why” questions. They ask why the sky is blue, why
their heart beats and why they have to do chores. They grow in knowledge when they get the
right answers. We should maintain similar curiosity every time we read the Bible. First, we
have to know what the text means. Then we go a step further and ask what the text means to
us. We grow in our relationship with God when we apply objective truths to our life
situations. Jesus did not only coach the disciples through His words. He also coached them
through His life. For example, they observed how their Master treated people with
compassion. He got close to lepers, even though the Law defines them as unclean. He
received tax-collectors, although many people saw them as traitors. He welcomed the non-
Jews and He did not reject them as outsiders of God’s covenant. Jesus came to serve all
people. He told the disciples in Mark 10:44-45 — 44 “Whoever would be first among you
must be slave of all. 45 For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to
give his life as a ransom for many.” In the context, James and John asked the Lord for
permission to sit beside Him in glory. Jesus told His disciples that His Kingdom operated by
a different value system. They should not aspire to become VIP. But they should seek
opportunities to become servants. Jesus who was worthy of others’ service became a servant
Himself. At the Last Supper, He even washed the disciples’ feet. It was supposed to be the
job of the lowest servants. Jesus humbled Himself to the degree of dying for our sins in the
most shameful way. Jesus also calls us to serve others. He may not ask you to wash others’
feet. But will you go into our church kitchen and wash dishes, clean bathrooms or pick up



trash from the floor? Will you serve senior folks and small kids by bringing food and drink to
their tables? Those little things require not much skill but some love to do. Your service to
complete strangers may open up a conversation about the gospel. At least, you show God’s
love to others. Jesus said that it is more blessed to serve than be served. We are His disciples
if we follow His example and serve others.

3. P9FEARYIR{E The Cost of Discipleship

Next, we will look at the cost of discipleship. Salvation is a free grace. However, walking
with the Lord has a huge cost. Look at Luke 14:25-27 — 25 Now great crowds accompanied
him, and he turned and said to them, 26 “If anyone comes to me and does not hate his own
father and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life,
he cannot be my disciple. 27 Whoever does not bear his own cross and come after me cannot
be my disciple.” Of course, Jesus did not ask the audience to cut off relationship with their
loved ones. However, many Christians can testify that very often non-believing family
members cause challenges to their faith. Issues like how we spend time and money, and how
to honor ancestors may lead to conflict. Jesus said we must be prepared for the cost of
following Him. He described it as bearing our own cross. At that time, a criminal shouldered
a heavy beam to the execution site. That piece of wood would become part of the cross on
which he would be nailed. What is our cross today? The same cross that we all have is
ourselves. To follow Jesus, we must love ourselves less but love God more. How we spend
our time and money reflect our priorities. Do you attend church only when you have free
time? Do you put the academics and activities of your kids over their relationship with the
Lord? Do you offer money soon after you receive your paycheck or do you wait till the end
of year? Being Jesus’ disciples mean we have to forsake our preference and choose what
Jesus sees as the best. On that day the Lord tried to separate those who accompanied Him
from those who followed Him. Some people chased after Jesus because they got free meals
or other needs were met. Do you chase after Jesus or do you follow Him? Many people come
to the church today because they have needs. Then they disappear when they get a job or a
spouse, or their visa is approved. Jesus is not our consultant. He is our Lord. Then you may
ask: why follow Jesus if the cost is so high? First, it is the only way Jesus set out for us. He
said the way to eternal life is hard and the gate is narrow. Few people choose it. Second,
Jesus walked the same path. He set an example of sacrifice for us. It may not cost your life to
follow Jesus. But it may cost your face, your job or people’s acceptance. Third, the reward is
great, though not immediate. Temporary loss will not cancel out God’s blessings. Fourth,
Jesus is our help in trouble. He will give us strength when we suffer for following Him.

4. FIRERIfEHS The Copying of Disciples

Jesus’ disciples became the pioneers for the gospel. Christians throughout the ages carried on
the same mission. The baton is now in our hands. The Lord sends us out, just like He sent out
the twelve men, to make copies of His disciples. Before Jesus returned to heaven, He gave
the disciples an order in Matthew 28:18-20 — 18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples



of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy

Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with
you always, to the end of the age.” We call this command the Great Commission. The Father
gave all the authority to His Son. Jesus uses that authority and asks us to make disciples of
all nations. You are a disciple-maker if you are a Christian. Jesus asked us to do three things:
to convert gospel friends to His disciples, to baptize Christians and to help them obey God’s
Word. Jesus’ disciples carried out those commands. From the first church in Jerusalem, many
churches were founded throughout the world. Due to many faithful disciples, we can hear the
gospel and we have a Bible in our own language. Two thousand years later, now it is your
turn to copy disciples. Jesus puts you in some circle of influence to share the gospel. You are
fluent in your mother tongue. It is much easier for you to reach out to the people who speak
the same language. Some of you join a leisure group for running, dancing or other activities.
You may be a member of a professional association. Those are your mission fields Jesus
sends you to. Make friends with people, tell them what you believe and invite them to
church. With regard to baptism, you or may have family members who are Christians but
have not been baptized. Pray for them and encourage them. Our next baptism will be in April
around Easter. Jesus also ordered us to teach people to obey His Word. We have weekly
Bible lessons for everyone. We have some excellent Bible teachers. We should not be
content with passing out religious information. We must also aim for transformation of lives.
Teachers should spare some time at the end of each lesson for participants to share how they
can implement the lessons they learn. We can also share how we experience God in daily life
each time we meet. That will encourage each other in our walk with the Lord. If we
diligently obey Jesus’ command in these areas then we will grow in our relationship with the
Lord. Personal growth will translate to spiritual and numerical growth of our church.

45w CONCLUSION

Christians, believers and disciples refer to the same group of people. If Jesus is your Savior,
then He is also your Lord. He signed you up for this life-time training of discipleship the
moment you were saved. Just like no one can read the Bible or attend a church service on
your behalf, nobody can substitute your role as Jesus’ disciple. It is a personal relationship
between you and the Lord. Following Jesus is not an easy road, but it is a glorious one. You
are never alone in this journey. Jesus who saved you also lives in you every moment of your
life. He watches over you, provides for you, protects you from harm and always strengthens
you. Discipleship is not a self-help course. Jesus will keep on shaping and molding us
through His Word and through our life experience. He sends us out to make disciples from
all walks of life. We must faithfully convey the same message. We do not just add people to
our weekly attendance or the membership list. But we help people to become Jesus’
disciples. That is the command from our Lord and it is the mission of this church.
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