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5| = INTRODUCTION

Minor things can easily be overlooked until they exert their effects. Then people realize how
important they are. In August 2015, an Air Force reconnaissance airplane caught fire in
Nebraska while rolling on the runway and getting ready to take off. Fortunately, the flight
crew managed to escape unharmed. Investigators looked for the cause of the accident
afterward. It turned out that a screw connecting an oxygen tubing was not tightened properly.
Leaking of a highly flammable gas triggered the fire. A 62.4 million dollar plane was
completely destroyed. That is nothing compared to a bigger disaster if the incident had
happened in midair. It would have led to the loss of many lives. A small bolt that few people
pay attention to has a critical role. Our God is very much into details. He orchestrates
millions and billions of complicated factors in the world to accomplish His will. He invites
you and I to participate in His plans. We must be sensitive to God’s calling and be
submissive to His guidance. When we look at things from God’s perspective, then we can
see what He sees. Then we will be amazed that God has been working in the world and in
our lives all along.

fi# 2 EXPLANATION
1. #ORFFIAIE 4N Election of A Meek Leader

In the last chapter, God had determined to fire Saul as a king. Saul proved to be a self-
centered and not a God-centered person. But God’s intent is unaffected by men’s sins. He
was about to elect a meek leader to replace Saul. Therefore, God gave Samuel a new
assignment in verse 1: The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul, since
I have rejected him from being king over Israel? Fill your horn with oil, and go. I will send
you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his sons.” God
was mindful that His people needed a new leader. That person was “a man after God’s own
heart.” God asked Samuel to tell the residents at Bethlehem that he was coming to offer a
peace offering. Jesse and his sons would be invited to a feast. On his arrival, Samuel asked
Jesse to present his sons one by one. Picture it like a beauty pageant or a singing audition.
But this time, the candidates did not have to display their talents. They just showed up in
front of Samuel. We will pick up the story in verse 6-7: 6 When they came, he looked on
Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed is before him.” 7 But the Lord said to
Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have
rejected him. For the Lord sees not as man sees: man looks on the outward appearance, but
the Lord looks on the heart.” Samuel thought Eliab was the man God had chosen. He was the
oldest son and he had the look too. But God cautioned Samuel not to repeat the same mistake
in Saul. The Israelites adored Saul instantly because he had the appearance of a king just like
other nations had. Although Saul was a head taller than others, he was a mile below God’s
expectations. How easy it is for even Christians to focus on outward qualities? We follow the
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secular commonsense of “judging a book by its cover.” When I was a young Christian, my
home church in Hong Kong elects new coworkers annually. Members picked certain number
of deacons from among the candidates. I had an interesting observation. Candidates who
were less popular seldom won. They might be less out-spoken, who had humble jobs or who
had never served in any official capacity. How could they become church coworkers if
people did not give them a chance? Although certain positions require particular skills, God
does not screen our resumes. He searches our hearts. Godly virtues like gentleness, patience
and faithfulness cannot be seen from the surface. They are results of spiritual maturity. I like
the acronym FAT. God delights to use people who are faithful, available and teachable.
Therefore, do not look down on yourself that you do not have enough knowledge or
experience. You can always learn from seasoned coworkers. The more important factor is
that you must have a submissive heart ready to be used by God. If God lays in your heart
certain ministries, for example, teaching, cooking or caring, etc. go talk to respective leaders
or come to me. We will love to tell you where to start. Jesse’s sons appeared before Samuel.
But God eliminated them one after another. Then skip down to verse 11: Then Samuel said
to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but behold,
he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and get him, for we will not sit
down till he comes here.” We can sense a hint of despise in Jesse’s reply. He seemed to say:
“Yeah, I’ve a youngest son. But what can a little shepherd boy do?”” That young lad was
David. He could be a teenager by then. He was not as strong, tall and capable compared to
his older brothers. God wanted Samuel and Jesse to understand that He evaluated people by a
different standard. Jesse followed Samuel’s instruction. Continue to read verse 12-13:

12 And he sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy and had beautiful eyes and was
handsome. And the Lord said, “Arise, anoint him, for this is he.” 13 Then Samuel took the
horn of oil and anointed him in the midst of his brothers. And the Spirit of the Lord rushed
upon David from that day forward. And Samuel rose up and went to Ramah. David was a
good-looking young man. But that was not the reason why God elected him. We shall see
David’s noble character in later stories. For now, all that Samuel and Jesse’s family knew
was that David was chosen by God. No one even asked what David was anointed for. Only
Samuel was aware of God’s plan. God’s election of David was confirmed by the indwelling
of God’s Spirit. The same Spirit also came upon Saul when he was anointed as a king. We
said before that the work of the Holy Spirit was not that common in the Old Testament. God
sent the Spirit after Jesus had returned to heaven. Since then, the Holy Spirit comes upon
people the moment they receive Jesus into their hearts. The presence of God’s Spirit
confirms our salvation. He changes us to be a new person. In the past you had no interest in
spiritual matter. But now you love to read the Bible and enjoy attending church meetings. In
the past you were a selfish person. But now you show compassion to hurting people by
helping them. In the past money was the most important thing to you. But now you are
generous with the wealth God blesses you with. Those are obvious signs that you are a child
of God. Moreover, the Holy Spirit enables us to serve God. Saul had success when he relied
on God’s Spirit. He failed when he only counted on his little human wisdom. Likewise, when
we depend on ourselves, we can easily become prideful and we will follow our own agenda
rather than God’s instructions. God does not call for independent contractors who say: “Sure.
I can do it.” God loves to recruit people who partner with Him and pray: “Lord, I need Your
help.” God can use people of meekness.



2. FELBECGGAVSEMR Rejection of A Weak Leader

The anointing of David begins a new chapter in God’s masterplan. A future king was in the
making. At the same time, it further affirmed God’s rejection of Saul for being a weak
leader. The second half of the chapter describes the sudden downfall of Saul. Verse 14 is a
shocking remark: Now the Spirit of the Lord departed from Saul, and a harmful spirit from
the Lord tormented him. The word translated as “harmful” is a general word for evil. How
can a holy God send a demon to torture someone? Let us review some important truth. God
is sinless and He cannot sin. He is also sovereign and powerful. God works through matters
that we consider as good and bad to accomplish His will. In this case, God used a spirit,
possibly an angel, to discipline Saul for his disobedience. This evil spirit caused mental and
psychological problems on Saul. God can use various means to discipline rebellious children.
He raised up foreign nations, many of which were idol worshippers and ruthless conquerors,
to oppress Israel. God also used famine and plague to judge His unfaithful people. God has
perfect plans for us, although sometimes we may not fully understand His actions. We should
examine our relationship with God when we suffer. We should confess to Him if we sin.
Seeing that their king was acting strangely, officials gave him advice in verse 15-16: 15 And
Saul’s servants said to him, “Behold now, a harmful spirit from God is tormenting you. 16
Let our lord now command your servants who are before you to seek out a man who is
skillful in playing the lyre, and when the harmful spirit from God is upon you, he will play it,
and you will be well.” Even the servants knew that Saul was not having a physical illness,
but a spiritual one. It was commonly known in the ancient world that music can sooth one’s
mind. Listening to soft music can help us unwind from the tension and stress of daily life too.
A lyre might be a small harp that could be held in one hand. As effective as the cure might
be, it was only a temporary and superficial fix. Saul understood that the root problem was his
rebellion toward God. A permanent solution was repentance. Unfortunately, Saul had
hardened his heart. Saul’s assistants were trying to help him. But they could only give the
king some secular advice. A good friend will refer you to an expert. But a godly friend will
pray with you. There is no conflict between looking for a specialist and praying to God. We
seek God’s guidance to find the best professional. But we should also pray that God will
minister His grace through technology and men’s expertise. Saul listened to the advice. A
servant recommended in verse 18: One of the young men answered, “Behold, I have seen a
son of Jesse the Bethlehemite, who is skillful in playing, a man of valor, a man of war,
prudent in speech, and a man of good presence, and the Lord is with him.” The person he
referred to was David. He had quite a few strengths that people admired. Other than being
good at music, David was also a warrior. He was eloquent and handsome too. Moreover,
people could see that “the Lord is with him.” The Bible has similar descriptions about Joseph
and Daniel. Both men and David served ungodly rulers. Those kings noticed that their
servants were capable because God was with them. Your supervisor may not be a believer.
He/she may even be unreasonable and hard to please at times. You cannot control how your
boss treats you. But you can be a blessing to people at work and witness that the Lord is with
you. Be loyal to your company, be diligent in your tasks and be kind to people in the office.
If even the secular world looks for those qualities, how much more should we as Christians



be examples of those standards? Ultimately, our goal is not a raise or a bonus, but getting the
approval of the Lord. David was summoned and he became Saul’s music therapist. Saul liked
David so much that he asked Jesse to allow David to stay with him as a permanent assistant.
Saul received temporary relief with David’s help. Verse 23 describes: And whenever the
harmful spirit from God was upon Saul, David took the lyre and played it with his hand. So
Saul was refreshed and was well, and the harmful spirit departed from him. David would be
called upon whenever Saul needed him like an inhaler for people suffering from an asthma
attack. Being with Saul, it was an ideal training ground for a future king. Exposure to the
adults” world would definitely speed up David’s maturity. I had a similar experience while
working on summer jobs during my high school years. I learned how to work as a team,
follow instructions from my supervisors and enjoy the fruit of my labor. Besides, I also
observed the beauty and ugliness of humanity. I met people who are loyal, trustworthy and
caring. But I also witnessed jealousy, dishonesty and slander. The same experience shaped
David to be a wise person and a future ruler. Needless to say, David noticed the detrimental
effects of sin on Saul too. It taught him the contrasting results of being obedient versus
rebellious to God. Through God’s plan, a shepherd boy became a close associate of the king.
God lays out a unique path for each of us too. We have some general ideas about major goals
in life such as career, marriage and family. But we cannot foresee how and when those
milestones will be reached. All we can see is the next step. But we should not be paranoid
about uncertainties. We just trust in the Lord and follow His guidance. He will open the right
doors for us at the right time just like He did for David. We are in good hands because we are
in God’s hand.

ffiam CONCLUSION

When we look at things from God’s perspective, then we can see what He sees. God has
been working in the world and in our lives all along. God did not abandon His people despite
Saul’s failure. He told Samuel: “I have provided for myself a king.” (v. 1) David was not
only a king of Israel. He was to accomplish God’s will. Through David, God has an even
bigger plan for the whole mankind. A thousand years after David, God gave us another King,
who is Jesus Christ. Jesus was a descendant of David. Just like David did, Jesus was born in
Bethlehem. On the night when Jesus came into the world, an angel said to some shepherds in
Luke 2:10-11 — 10 ... “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be
for all the people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is
Christ the Lord.” No one could imagine that the King of all kings would arrive as a baby. He
who had all the power in the universe must rely on His earthly parents for survival. After
Jesus became a grown man, He went about to preach the gospel. He met some of His future
disciples. One of whom was Philip. He joyfully told Nathanael that he encountered the
Savior foretold by the Old Testament prophets. Nathanael responded with ridicule in John
1:46 — ... “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.”
Today, we also need to come to the Lord with a humble and objective mind, then we can see
His work around and in us. Jesus is God’s King provided for us. Will you let Him be your
King?
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