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INTRODUCTION 5[

Recognition of one’s inadequacy is the first step toward resolving a problem. It takes some
humility to say: “I need help.” What is true for a strong-will person is also true for a
rebellious nation. The spiritual status of Israel in the Bible can be summarized in one word:
disobedient. The book of Nehemiah is about a turning point in the history of God’s people.
They went back to their homeland after the Babylonian exile. People overcame difficulties
and resistance, and they rebuilt the temple and the wall of Jerusalem. After the hardware was
done they must also renovate the software. They had to restore their relationship with God.
They surely knew that God used foreign nations to discipline them for their unfaithfulness.
Now God gave them a second chance to make it right. After they had returned home, they
had to return to God as well. Our church needs help from God too. Can we be honest and talk
about family matters today? I do not want to sugarcoat it, but our church is dying. We can
lament that we do not have enough manpower and resources. We can keep things safe and
cozy by repeating what we have been doing for years. Before long, this small church will
shrink and become a home church. Here is the good news: God is always on our side if we
are on His side. We need to stop running this church the way we want. We need to ask how
God wants our church to be like. The burden is not only on our coworkers but on every
member who calls this place your spiritual home. That is the reason behind the Celebration
Sunday today. On the one hand, we thank God for all His blessings. On the other hand, we
recommit ourselves to the Lord and to this church. Just like the Israelites did, we have to
review God’s faithfulness, repent our sins before we will revive.

EXPLANATION fi#fs

1. Review [O]jgH

At that time the Israelites were in a gathering. A group of Levites led the people in a prayer.
We can divide the content into a few sections. The people began by reviewing God’s
faithfulness. They praised God for a few reasons. First, He is the Creator of all things. Look
at Nehemiah 9:6 — “You are the Lord, you alone. You have made heaven, the heaven of
heavens, with all their host, the earth and all that is on it, the seas and all that is in them; and
you preserve all of them; and the host of heaven worships you.” God did not only create the
universe and everything in it, He also sustains the world by His power. He uses natural laws
to keep everything in order. Second, God is the Covenant-Maker. Continue to read verse 7-
8: 7 “You are the Lord, the God who chose Abram and brought him out of Ur of the
Chaldeans and gave him the name Abraham. 8 You found his heart faithful before you, and
made with him the covenant to give to his offspring the land of the Canaanite... And you
have kept your promise, for you are righteous.” God chose Abraham and made a covenant
with him. God promised to bless Abraham with countless descendants, and gave them the
land of Canaan. God blessed Israel just as He told Abraham. Third, God is also a



Compassionate Deliverer. Verse 9-10 say: 9 “And you saw the affliction of our fathers in
Egypt and heard their cry at the Red Sea, 10 and performed signs and wonders against
Pharaoh and all his servants and all the people of his land, for you knew that they acted
arrogantly against our fathers. And you made a name for yourself, as it is to this day.” God
saw the oppression of His people and He heard their plea for help. God showed compassion
and delivered their ancestors from Egypt. He guided them through the wilderness and helped
them settle in Canaan. Fourth, God is the Commandment-Giver. Move down to verse 13:
“You came down on Mount Sinai and spoke with them from heaven and gave them right
rules and true laws, good statutes and commandments.” God gave His people the Law
through Moses. Those stipulations set them apart from other nations. The Law regulated the
relationship between God and His people, and between the Israelites. God proved to be
faithful in these four areas. God continues to show us grace to this day. He oversees world
affairs. He established an eternal covenant with His believers through Jesus Christ. All who
receive Jesus by faith become God’s children. They have a new life in Jesus. God also gives
us the Bible as the rule book for our life. Read it, follow it and we will be blessed. Just like
the Israelites, we should praise God for all His blessings. Please follow me in this prayer:
“God, we thank You for creating the universe and everything in it. You sustain the world by
Your power. You provide for all that we need. Above all else, You gave us Your Son, Jesus
Christ. You deliver us from the bondage of sin. You restore our status as Your children. You
give us the Bible as the blueprint for our life. You also established this church many years
ago. You bless us with numerous faithful coworkers. We thank You in all these things. In
Jesus’ name we pray, amen.”

2. Repent [H4X

After reviewing God’s blessings, the Israelites sincerely repented for their sins. Ever since
their ancestors left Egypt, they had been rebellious to God. Verse 26-27 is a good snapshot of
their spiritual status: 26 “Nevertheless, they were disobedient and rebelled against you and
cast your law behind their back and killed your prophets, who had warned them in order to
turn them back to you, and they committed great blasphemies. 27 Therefore you gave them
into the hand of their enemies, who made them suffer. And in the time of their suffering they
cried out to you and you heard them from heaven, and according to your great mercies you
gave them saviors who saved them from the hand of their enemies.” The “sin cycle” of the
Israelites during the time of the judges is a perfect example for the descriptions. They
disobeyed God by ignoring His Law. Hence, they followed the idols of the Canaan people.
Then God raised up enemies to discipline His rebellious people. In their distress, they
begged God for help. Out of His mercy, God called judges to deliver people from the
oppression of the enemies. Soon after His people returned to peace, they started sinning
again. Therefore, the cycle kept repeating. We as Christians go through the same pattern too.
We like to insist on our ways. We disobey God and chase after the idols of money, fame and
success. We have time for leisure activities but we do not have time for God. Therefore, God
uses hardship to discipline us when He feels necessary. Difficulties remind us that we cannot
go independent of Him. But God is always there when we cry out to Him in our distress. He
delivers us out of trouble and brings us back to Him. What about our church? How do we



disobey God as a church? We feel comfortable to make our church a community center.
People come and eat and chat, but we do not invite them to stay and study God’s Word. We
feel okay for people to come late and even absent. We honor people’s freedom over God’s
commands. We disobey Jesus’ Great Commission by failing to share the gospel. We feel
uneasy and inconvenient to have newcomers attend our meetings. We do not want to offend
our classmates and colleagues by telling them that we are Christians. I am sorry if [ hurt your
feelings. The fact is that I fall short in many ways too. If we are being honest with ourselves,
we need to repent. [ will read the following prayer and you can listen: “Lord, we are sorry
that we disobey You as believers and as a church. We do not take our relationship with You
seriously. We follow the world instead of Your Word. We care about ourselves but not Your
glory. We have not been faithfully using the gifts, talents and resources you have given us.
Humble us and change us. We are Your servants as we call You our Lord. This is Your
church, not our club house. Use our lives and use this church as You please. In Jesus’ name,
amen.”

3. Revive {88

After the Israelites repented of their sins, they determined to take actions. A spiritual revival
began when people turned away from their sins and turned back to God. The passage says
civil and religious leaders led the people to rededicate themselves to the Lord. First, they
promised to obey God in their daily life. Look at Nehemiah 10:29 — (The rest of the people)
join with their brothers, their nobles, and enter into a curse and an oath to walk in God’s Law
that was given by Moses the servant of God, and to observe and do all the commandments of
the Lord our Lord and his rules and his statutes. They made a pledge to obey God’s Word in
daily life. They were willing to follow God’s Law. Second, they determined to obey God in
their marriage life. They said in verse 30: “We will not give our daughters to the peoples of
the land or take their daughters for our sons.” Their children would marry Israelites only.
They witnessed the detrimental effects of a mixed marriage with foreigners. From kings to
ordinary people, they abandoned Jehovah and followed their spouses and bowed down to
idols. It affected their moral values and lifestyle. The third commitment was regarding their
spiritual life. Continue to read verse 31-32: 31 “And if the peoples of the land bring in goods
or any grain on the Sabbath day to sell, we will not buy from them on the Sabbath or on a
holy day. And we will forego the crops of the seventh year and the exaction of every debt.

32 We also take on ourselves the obligation to give yearly a third part of a shekel for the
service of the house of our God.” They made up their mind to observe the Sabbath. It was a
day for people and animals to rest. People set aside that day to worship God. There was also
a Sabbath year once every seventh year when people refrained from all farming activities so
that the land could rest. God promised to provide them enough food even when no one
worked in the fields for a full year. During that period, the Israelites should also cancel all
debts on their peers. Moreover, they made a commitment in verse 32 to make the designated
offering to the temple. The Israelites had a spiritual revival when they put God first in their
lives. I am sure we long for a spiritual revival in our personal life and our church too. The
first step is to recommit ourselves to the Lord. Today, we have an opportunity for members
of this church to do so together. I will read six statements. Please respond with “amen” after



each clause if you agree. This is a covenant between you and God. You agree to make efforts
with God’s help. No one will accuse you if you do not fulfill your obligations perfectly.
Sometime we may be forgetful or being too relaxed. We need to encourage each other
constantly. First, [ commit to make Attendance of church meetings a high priority. Second, I
commit to build a habit of Bible reading in daily life. Third, I commit to support this church
with the Cash God entrusts me. Fourth, I commit to perform the Duties that God puts me to
serve in ministries. Fifth, I commit to participate in Evangelism when God so gives me the
opportunity. Last one, sixth, I commit to conduct my Family life according to God’s Word.
We welcome you to register your membership with our church if those are your
commitments to God and this church. Please fill out a membership form if you have not done
so last Friday.

[Communion BE&]

I think there is no better way for us to celebrate our unity in the Lord other than observing
the communion. Paul says in 1 Corinthians 10:16-17 that: 16 The cup of blessing that we
bless, is it not a participation in the blood of Christ? The bread that we break, is it not a
participation in the body of Christ? 17 Because there is one bread, we who are many are one
body, for we all partake of the one bread. In the context, Paul rebukes the believers for their
unfaithfulness to the Lord. Just like their ancestors did, they worshipped idols along with
God. The Lord will not tolerate that kind of betrayal. He demands our undivided attention to
Him. Therefore, as we partake the bread and the cup, let us remember that we are one body
in the Lord. We thank Jesus for saving us and putting us in this church. We love each other
as brothers and sisters in Christ. We work hard together to build up this church on the
foundation of Jesus Christ.

1. Observance of the Lord’s Body 4C/& F 1Y 5 5%

The same apostle Paul says in 1 Corinthians 11:23-24 — 23 For I received from the Lord what
I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, 24
and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body, which is for you. Do
this in remembrance of me.” Jesus used a loaf of bread to represent His body. He broke the
bread to symbolize that His body was injured on the cross. Jesus willingly suffered for us and
paid the penalty of sin. We should always remember His sacrifice for us, lest we may take
His grace for granted.

2. Observance of the Lord’s Blood 47 FHYES 1

Paul continues to say in verse 25 of the passage: In the same way also he took the cup, after
supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of me.” Jesus raised a cup that represented His blood. He shed His blood for
us on the cross. His blood was real blood just like ours. His death was also a genuine death.
Jesus, the Lamb of God laid down His life for us. That is why we need to give thanks to Him.
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