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5= INTRODUCTION

“Like father, like son; like mom, like daughter.” It is natural for children to look up to their
parents. Parents expect their kids to imitate their strengths and avoid their weaknesses too. Some
fathers may be good at fixing things or they are passionate about their hobbies. Some moms are
skillful at cooking or they are people of compassion. Kids are copies of their parents to a certain
extent. Once a sister made a comment about my older son while he was still a toddler: “He looks
just like you. It’s scary to see a min-Pastor Choi sitting in a stroller!”” To that, my usual response
is: “It’s of little use for my sons to look like me. My hope is that they will be more like Jesus as
they grow up.” Evidently, my children inherit good and bad genes from me. They often say that
they do not want to be old and bald like me in the future. The old part is a natural progression.
Hopefully, scientists will come up with an easy and cheap way to grow hair when they become
adults. Parents want their children to pass down good qualities in the family. They take pride
when their kids surpass their accomplishments. In our story today, Jonathan showed some godly
virtues that were lacking in his father Saul. The contrast between the two characters underscores
the reasons why God rejected Saul. God assigned Saul to be His servant. However, Saul was
only interested in becoming people’s king. In comparison, Jonathan was a man after God’s own
heart. He did things for God, with God and through God.

7 7% EXPLANATION
1. R®EECMEEASE Listen out of Obedience

Today’s story carries over the plot from the previous chapter. The Philistines were about to
launch another attack. They had more fighters and they were better equipped. The Israelite
soldiers were afraid. Many went into hiding, others ran for their lives. Saul was in a holding
position. People desperately needed a leader to save them from harm. Just then Jonathan stepped
up. He proved to be a person who listened to the Lord out of obedience. Jonathan showed some
good qualities that every leader should have. First, a leader sees the needs of people. Verse 1
says: One day Jonathan the son of Saul said to the young man who carried his armor, “Come, let
us go over to the Philistine garrison on the other side.” But he did not tell his father. Jonathan
saw the need of his people to fight the enemies and he took action. The passage says the two
armies stationed at two opposite cliffs. Jonathan knew that the enemies would not go away.
Therefore, he asked his armor-bearer to go with him to the other side and checked out the
situation. Jonathan did not just sit there idling. He looked for a solution. That is what leaders
should do. They see people in need and they find ways to help them. You may meet a lot of
people on a daily basis. They shop in stores and they rub shoulder with you in the campus or in
the office. You see people when you come to the church too. Look for ways to serve others even
if you do not have an official title. Perhaps God will give you an opportunity to talk to them
about Jesus in the process. The second thing we can learn from Jonathan is that a leader seeks
help from God. Jonathan spoke to his armor-bearer in verse 6: ... It may be that the Lord will
work for us, for nothing can hinder the Lord from saving by many or by few.” Jonathan surely
knew that there was very little two persons could do. But he also understood that God’s power



would not be restricted by men’s inadequacy. God does not focus on how much we have, but He
looks at how much we depend on Him. In fact, our insufficiency should cause us to seek help
from God all the more! Jesus performed the five-loaves-and-two-fish miracle when His disciples
did not know how to feed five thousand people. God was the Commander who defeated the
185,000 Assyrian soldiers when king Hezekiah cried out for help. This church, just like any
church, has a lot of needs. We need coworkers to serve with their hands. But we need more
people to pray on their knees. I love something I read the other day in my morning devotion. The
author writes: “God is not asking you to do it. He’s asking you to allow Him to do it through
you.” God is not looking for people who are capable. He is looking for people who are available.
God has equipped you with unique gifts and talents. Will you pray that God will use you to serve
Him in our church? Just like that, Jonathan and his armor-bearer climbed up the cliff toward the
Philistines. Here we see the third thing we can learn. A leader secures support from a
companion. Listen to how the armor-bearer responded to Jonathan’s request in verse 7: ... “Do
all that is in your heart. Do as you wish. Behold, I am with you heart and soul.” The man fully
supported Jonathan. Do you not wish to have a close friend like that? An armor-bearer does not
only carry weapons for his master. His job is more than a caddy for a golf-player. The caddy
carries a bag of clubs for a long drive or a short putt. More than likely, he knows the style and
strategy of his boss. Where necessary, this assistant will offer his advice. However, he cannot
participate in the competition. In comparison, an armor-bearer will fight with his master. They
have each other’s back. The Bible says we are involved in a spiritual warfare. We need mutual
support from fellow Christians through prayer. On the night when Jesus was about to be arrested,
He brought His disciples to the Garden of Gethsemane. Jesus wanted the disciples to stand with
Him through prayer. If even Jesus needed some prayer partners, how much more do we need to
rally spiritual support? We need to pray for each other so that we can stay alert to Satan’s attack,
and to stand firm in our faith. Jonathan was a man of God. He did not want to confront the
enemies unless God was with him. From this, we can see that a leader also searches the will of
God. Jonathan gave instructions to the armor-bearer in verse 8-10: § ... “Behold, we will cross
over to the men, and we will show ourselves to them. 9 If they say to us, ‘Wait until we come to
you,” then we will stand still in our place, and we will not go up to them. 10 But if they say,
‘Come up to us,” then we will go up, for the Lord has given them into our hand. And this shall be
the sign to us.” Jonathan searched the will of God by looking for a sign. Most soldiers will fight
instead of talking to their opponents. But it turned out that the Philistines spoke to Jonathan and
the armor-bearer and asked them to go up to meet them. Jonathan saw it as a permission from
God to attack. Eventually, the two men were able to conquer twenty Philistines. People in the
Bible commonly asked God for a sign. Gideon did that. He wanted to confirm that God did call
him as a leader. Therefore, Gideon asked God for a sign. He left a wool fleece on the ground
overnight. If it was wetted by dew the next morning, but the ground remained dry, then Gideon
said he was sure that God had called him. It happened the way Gideon had prayed for. But he
was not completely convinced yet. He asked God to reverse the sign. He wanted the ground to be
covered with dew but the fleece stayed dry. God did so accordingly. God gives people signs out
of mercy for their lack of faith. Today, we do not need to ask God for signs because God’s
general will is in the Bible. We simply do what God says is right and avoid sinning against Him.
God can speak to your hearts through a Bible passage you read it. Or perhaps certain Bible
verses come to your mind as you pray. All of a sudden, you know exactly what decision to make.
Jonathan listened to God out of obedience. He looked for support from a friend, and he waited
for guidance from God. That is what we should do when in doubt. We can consult mature



Christian friends who know us and know God’s Word. We can also ask them to stand with us in
prayer.

2. EsAL O mEESE Listen out of Convenience

Jonathan was a man who listened to God out of obedience. However, his father Saul was a man
who listened to God out of convenience. In other words, Saul did what God said as long as it
matched his own agenda. We see quite a few character flaws of Saul from this passage. First, he
proved to be incompetent. Look at verse 2-3: 2 Saul was staying in the outskirts of Gibeah in the
pomegranate cave at Migron. The people who were with him were about six hundred men, 3
including Ahijah the son of Ahitub, Ichabod’s brother, son of Phinehas, son of Eli, the priest of
the Lord in Shiloh, wearing an ephod. And the people did not know that Jonathan had gone. Saul
was incompetent in a few ways. First, he had no idea that Jonathan had gone into the enemy’s
territory. More importantly, what was Saul doing while Jonathan took action? He and his men
stayed as far as possible away from the enemies. Saul was hanging around under a pomegranate
tree, which produces exotic fruits. Saul wanted to be protective and comfortable. There are some
differences between waiting on the Lord and staying idled. While waiting, we can gather
coworkers to pray for God’s will. We can equip ourselves and train coworkers with Biblical
knowledge and ministry skills. Saul could have sent some spies to collect intelligence to plan a
future attack. But Saul did very little. Third, Saul did not have a good spiritual support. Ahijah
was a grandson of Eli. God judged Eli because he did not intervene his two sons for their wicked
behavior. Since Saul no longer had Samuel as his spiritual advisor, he just grabbed whoever was
available. All in all, Saul was incompetent. Secondly he was also inconsistent in his decision-
making. Saul changed his mind whenever needed. There was a chaos among the Philistines after
Jonathan and his armor-bearer took down twenty soldiers. Verse 15 says: And there was a panic
in the camp, in the field, and among all the people. The garrison and even the raiders trembled,
the earth quaked, and it became a very great panic. God further terrified the Philistines by
shaking the ground with an earthquake. Saul saw the messy situation unfolding from a distance.
He thought it would be a golden opportunity to pursue the enemies. However, Saul surely
remembered that last time he went into a battle without waiting for Samuel to present offerings.
Therefore, it would be a good idea to perform a ritual first. Saul gave his orders in verse 18-19:
18 So Saul said to Ahijah, “Bring the ark of God here.” For the ark of God went at that time with
the people of Israel. 19 Now while Saul was talking to the priest, the tumult in the camp of the
Philistines increased more and more. So Saul said to the priest, “Withdraw your hand.” Saul
thought that being religious might help him secure a victory. However, he changed his mind
soon afterward because he did not want to waste any time. Surely, a leader has to make a quick
decision in an urgent situation. But if Saul had maintained a steady habit of worship, he would
not have to scramble and looked for the ark at the last moment. Similarly, we need to ensure a
healthy relationship with God. We set aside time to read the Bible every day and attend church
meetings every week. Then our mind will be saturated with God’s Word whenever we need
God’s wisdom. God threw the Philistines into a total confusion. They attacked each other with
their swords. The Israelites who were previously hiding came out and struck their enemies. They
had a victory. God showed mercy to Israel despite her incompetent and inconsistent king. There
was a third weakness we saw in Saul. He was inconsiderate to people’s needs. Verse 24 reads:
And the men of Israel had been hard pressed that day, so Saul had laid an oath on the people,
saying, “Cursed be the man who eats food until it is evening and [ am avenged on my enemies.”



So none of the people had tasted food. What kind of king would not allow his soldiers to eat until
a battle was over? Notice how Saul phrased his command. It was all about his revenge. Saul was
using his troop to serve his interest, while he should allow God to use him save His people. The
passage says Jonathan was unaware of the vow. He tasted some honey while walking past a
forest. Then someone told him the order from the king. Jonathan responded that his father was
being inconsiderate. The soldiers thus killed some animals they plundered. They gobbled up
some meat that had blood in it, which was a violation of God’s Law. The news spread to the
king. Saul wanted to find out who broke the rule. Once again, he made another foolish oath in
verse 39: “For as the Lord lives who saves Israel, though it be in Jonathan my son, he shall
surely die.” But there was not a man among all the people who answered him. No one dared to
say a thing because they all knew that Jonathan was the offender. Saul cast lot, and it turned out
that Jonathan was the culprit. All the eyes were on Saul. He did not think for a moment that said
that Jonathan deserved to be punished. When a leader fails to recognize his folly, he will have to
cover his first mistake with a second one. Since God is faithful in His Word, we should be
faithful in our words too. We should do what we say and say what we will do. Therefore, we
should not make any empty promise casually. Now the soldiers stepped in and protected
Jonathan. Verse 45 reads: Then the people said to Saul, “Shall Jonathan die, who has worked this
great salvation in Israel? Far from it! As the Lord lives, there shall not one hair of his head fall to
the ground, for he has worked with God this day.” So the people ransomed Jonathan, so that he
did not die. Those men defended Jonathan for his bravery. They clearly witnessed that Jonathan
was working with God in their victory, and God was working through Jonathan too. A hero
should be rewarded, not punished. Saul lost his face. People rose up and challenged the king’s
order. Saul’s lack of wisdom became obvious. He could have withdrawn his order and praised
Jonathan for his courage. It requires much humility to admit one’s mistake and to give credit to
others for their good work. Those are qualities that Saul did not have. He proved to be a man
who listened to God out of convenience. He was a self-centered and not God-centered man.

4Ex6 CONCLUSION

Godly leaders do things for God, with God and through God. People see that God is in them, and
they gladly follow their leadership. Their fearless example is contagious. That was why the
armor-bearer responded to Jonathan and said: “I am with you heart and soul.” (v. 7) In
comparison, a clueless leader like Saul had to force his decisions onto his subordinates. The
soldiers answered: “Do whatever seems good to you.” (v. 36 and 40) You can feel a sense of
reluctance in their “Yes, sir!” reply. The Israelites gradually knew that Saul was seeking after his
self-interests rather than their interests. He expected his people to sacrifice for him, when he
should make sacrifices for them. Jesus was a very different leader. He says in John 10:11 — “T am
the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.” Jesus gave us the best
because He did not hesitate to even give us His life. That is the example of leadership Jesus set
for us.
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