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22 INTRODUCTION

There are many things we do so naturally without even thinking. You can coordinate your hands
and foot without much effort if you have driven for a few years. After you back your car in the
driveway you instinctively close the garage door. But what if you close the door before you start
your car? I ran into that situation five years ago. My family just moved in town. We rented a
townhouse for a year. One evening I had to pick up my older son from sport practice. I asked my
younger son to go with me. My car was parked outside. After I shut the door I realized that I
forgot to bring my wallet and keys. It so happened that my wife was out of town. We were
stranded outside my home! Fortunately, I had my phone. I quickly called a church family living
nearby. They were so kind to let me use their car. After I picked up my older son, we drove a
long way to Mississippi to borrow a spare key from the property manager. By God’s grace, we
made it back into our home later. Since then, I always check if I have my keys, phone and wallet
before leaving home. There are many things we take for granted. When we turn on the faucet, we
expect a stream of clean water. Do you ever thank God for water? I read an article when I was
thinking what to preach about for Thanksgiving. The author suggested to preach on water. This
resource is so basic but yet critical. Someone counted that water appears 722 times in the Bible!
People living in the Biblical world surely knew that water was precious. I lived in Texas for six
years. People cannot drink from the faucet because there is too much mineral in the tap water.
You will still feel slimy after wash off the soap in a shower. Green-bean soup turns red after
cooking. Those are just little troubles compared to people who struggle to get water on a daily
basis in many parts of the world. Should we give thanks to God for water? Most definitely.

fi#Zf2 EXPLANATION
1. #EF54dnfy7K Life-Sustaining Water

First and foremost, we should give thanks to God for water because it is a life-sustaining
resource. Water is present everywhere. Seventy percent of the earth is covered by water. Besides
oceans and lakes, water is also locked up in glaciers. Our body weight includes sixty percent of
water. Eighty percent of our brain is made up of water! Sometimes we ridicule people doing
dumb things as if water has seeped into their brains. The fact is that we all have a lot of water in
our head. Without a doubt, water is vital to our existence. Scientists have been searching for life
in other planets. They look for at least two signs. First, they detect any communication signal
using huge telescopes. The assumption is that aliens of high intelligence may be trying to contact
us. Second, they check for trace of water. Researchers found water on Mars. But it exists in the
form of ice. They have yet to find any life there. According to the Bible, water was one of the
first things God made before He made Adam. God created light on day 1. On the next day, God
collected water into the sky and formed the atmosphere. Then God gathered water into oceans to
expose the land on day 3. When God put Adam in the Garden of Eden, He provided a source of
water for Adam. Look at Genesis 2:10 — A river flowed out of Eden to water the garden, and
there it divided and became four rivers. We find the names of two of the rivers in verse 14: And
the name of the third river is the Tigris, which flows east of Assyria. And the fourth river is the
Euphrates. People still call the two rivers the same names today. That made some archaeologists



believe that perhaps the Garden of Eden was located in the nowadays Iraq. That region later
became the birth place for Babylon. Similarly, all the ancient empires were founded near major
rivers in the world. Egypt was one of them. When the Israelites left Egypt, they were traveling on
a very challenging journey. From Egypt to Canaan, they went across a desert. It was a test of
their faith in God to supply food and water for over two million people. They grumbled three
times to God when they did not have water to drink. They accused God for bringing them out of
Egypt and allowed them to die of thirst. How easily it is for us to whine when we run into a
problem? We do not want to suffer. We forget that God is leading us in a life expedition. But
God kept watching over us, just like He provided for those ungrateful Israelites during that time.
Moses testified to God’s faithfulness in Deuteronomy 2:7 — “For the Lord your God has blessed
you in all the work of your hands. He knows your going through this great wilderness. These
forty years the Lord your God has been with you. You have lacked nothing.” God cared for His
people even in the desert where water is limited. Water is critical to sustain population growth.
No water, then no life. It is that simple. How does God supply water for us? In nature, water
circulates from the earth surface to the air and back in the water cycle. Basically, the heat from
the sun evaporates water from oceans and lakes, etc. Water vapors rise to the atmosphere and
form clouds. When the ideal conditions are met, then water will fall back onto the ground as rain
or snow. The heating and cooling effects also regulate the climate. God shows His wisdom in the
process. As a result, He sustains life. Psalm 147:8-9 read: 8 He covers the heavens with clouds;
he prepares rain for the earth; he makes grass grow on the hills. 9 He gives to the beasts their
food, and to the young ravens that cry. God nourishes the fields with rain. It produces grass for
animals, and it further sustains the food chain. Farmers have water to irrigate their crops. Rain
also replenishes the habitats for the aquatic lives. God is always faithful no matter what season
we are in. Water does not come from the city government. It is from God. Next time when you
see rain, give thanks to God for His provision. In fact, we need to thank God whenever we drink
water. It hydrates our body and it sustains our life.

2. EF4enfysK Life-Cleansing Water

Water does not only sustain life. It also has a cleansing effect. We use water to wash dishes and
clothes, and clean our car and home. We also wash our face and hair, brush our teeth and take
shower with water. It feels good to be clean. Our world is not only full of pollutants. It is also
infested with sins. It requires a deeper cleansing. God exercised a macro-scale cleansing with
water. Look at Genesis 6:12-13 — 12 And God saw the earth, and behold, it was corrupt, for all
flesh had corrupted their way on the earth. 13 And God said to Noah, “I have determined to
make an end of all flesh, for the earth is filled with violence through them. Behold, I will destroy
them with the earth.” God asked Noah to build a huge wooden boat. He then told Noah to bring a
pair of every animal into the ark. God caused rain to fall for forty days and nights. A global flood
thus submerged the earth for 150 days. God used water as a cleansing agent to judge the world of
its wickedness. But God showed His grace by giving people time to repent when Noah was
building the boat. Eventually, only the family of Noah was preserved. After the flood, God told
Noah that He would never use water to destroy the world again. God put a rainbow in the sky as
a sign. Today, whenever we see a rainbow, we should thank God for His promise. The ark
symbolizes salvation through Jesus. Those who entered the ark were protected from the flood.
Likewise, those who put their faith in Jesus will be saved from God’s judgment. Jesus took the
penalty of our sins on the cross. His blood cleanses us from all iniquities. The apostle John tells



us in 1 John 1:7 that: But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with
one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. Those who have an eternal
relationship with God walk in the light. People commit sin in darkness because they feel
shameful when being exposed. In contrast, righteous conducts are done in light because those
behaviors are admired. The Bible says Christians are children of light. Their sins have been
cleansed by the blood of Jesus. At one time, I wondered how blood can cleanse things. It will
only make the situation messier. Then I read an article that explains how blood cleanses the
impurities in our body. We generate a lot of wastes through metabolism. Some of those trashes
can turn toxic if they are piled up inside our body. When our heart beats, it supplies nutrients to
organs and tissues through the blood. At the same time, the blood stream collects wastes. Our
kidneys serve as sewage treatment plants. Among other functions, they filter about 50 gallons (or
200 liters) of blood every 24 hours. That is a huge amount of fluid! People suffer from serious
kidney disease have to rely on dialysis for that function. A machine removes the wastes and
circulate the blood back into their body. A more permanent solution is to receive a kidney
transplant. Just like blood carries away the trash in our body, Jesus’ blood removes our sins. The
best part is that once Jesus cleanses us, our sins will forever be erased. It is just like the lyrics of
the classical hymn “Nothing But the Blood,” which say: “What can wash away my sin? Nothing
but the blood of Jesus. What can make me whole again? Nothing but the blood of Jesus. O!
Precious is the flow, that makes me white as snow. No other fount I know. Nothing but the blood
of Jesus.” Jesus’ blood is the only way for the forgiveness of sin. Have you been cleansed in
Jesus’ blood? Come to Him. Confess your sins. Jesus can make you clean. To our brothers and
sisters: we should forever be thankful to Jesus for His salvation grace. God knows that we are
prone to sin at any moment. His forgiving grace is always available. Admit to the Lord that you
are sorry for what you have done. Then sincerely ask for His pardon. Picture that next time you
wash your hands, wash your clothes or dishes or do whatever household cleaning. As you
cleanse the grime and stain, think of how Jesus made you whole. Jesus’ blood is more powerful
than any earthly detergent. It is always effective and it will never expire.

3. E¥HA4aiAY/K Life-Renewing Water

We need to thank God for water because it is a life-sustaining and a life-cleansing agent. A third
reason we should give thanks to God for water is because of its life-renewing characteristics. Do
you still remember the long stretch of intense heat and dryness this past summer? We did not
have a drop of rain for at least 10 days straight. Your grass turned yellow. It did not die
completely but it stopped growing like animals hibernating in the winter. Many home-owners
irrigated their lawn to keep it green. You may hear people complaining that their utility bills
tripled in the summer because of the excessive uses of water and electricity. Perhaps you were
one of them! Water in a desert can renew a dryland and turns it into an oasis. The Israelites are
familiar with the situation. A physical thirst is a good analogy to a spiritual thirst. Psalm 63:1
describes such a condition: O God, you are my God; earnestly I seek you; my soul thirsts for
you; my flesh faints for you, as in a dry and weary land where there is no water. This psalm is
attributed to David. He got an inspiration when he thought of the wilderness. Perhaps it was the
time when he was a shepherd boy. Or it could be the time when he was chased after by enemies.
David uses his thirst for water as a description for his desire after God. He wanted to be assured
that God was with him. David says in verse 3-5: 3 Because your steadfast love is better than life,
my lips will praise you. 4 So I will bless you as long as I live; in your name I will lift up my



hands. 5 My soul will be satisfied as with fat and rich food, and my mouth will praise you with
joyful lips. Think about the time after you have enjoyed a big feast, perhaps it is your
Thanksgiving dinner this week. You feel like your belly is about to burst. There is absolutely no
room for dessert or fruit. Do you feel the same when you find God? Very often we think that we
will not be happy until we have God plus something. Perhaps it is more money, a better job, a
bigger house, a new car, a new dress or a big diamond. True contentment does not come from
more stuff. It is a result of an eternal relationship with God. You know that you are completely
accepted and forgiven by God regardless of the sins you committed. God will also provide for all
that you ever need. He is enough. The beautiful song “Jireh” says: “You are Jireh, You are
enough. Jireh, You are enough. And I will be content in every circumstance. You are Jireh, You
are enough. Forever enough, always enough, more than enough.” The Hebrew word “Jireh”
means to see. We find the word in Genesis 22. God put Abraham’s faith to an extreme test by
asking him to sacrifice Isaac on an altar. At the end, God provided a ram in place of Isaac.
Abraham called the place Jehovah-Jireh, which means the Lord will provide. God saw
Abraham’s need, and He provided for it. He is a faithful God. Very often, our real need is not
physical or relational in nature. You can feel lacking even when you have money in your bank
account, food in your pantry and fridge, and clothes your closet. You may feel lonely even at a
party with family and friends. Your deepest need is spiritual in nature. Jesus says in John 7:37-38
that: 37 On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and cried out, “If anyone
thirsts, let him come to me and drink. 38 Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, ‘Out
of his heart will flow rivers of living water.”” The feast mentioned here was the Feast of
Tabernacles. It was to remember God’s provision and protection when the Israelites were in the
wilderness. As part of the ritual, the priests in Jesus’ days would draw water from the Pool of
Siloam and poured it at the altar. Jesus compared the pouring of water to a living stream of water
only He could provide. Only Jesus can quench the thirst in our soul. He welcomes anyone to
come to Him and drink from Him like drinking from a flowing fountain. Jesus renews our life.
Think about the time when you were away for vacation. Your plants at home desperately need
water. Or think of the time after a vigorous exercise. You need to replenish water in your body.
Just like water fulfill our physical thirst, Jesus meets our spiritual thirst. We need to thank Him
for His renewing grace.

4Ex6 CONCLUSION

Water sustains our life, cleanses our life and renews our life. We need to depend on God as much
as we need to rely on a constant supply of water. God is the ultimate source of all of our
blessings. He gives us an abundant life. Some people may not agree with that in this
Thanksgiving season. Most people suffer from the impact of inflation. Things are just getting
more expensive. One news article says this year some people may have pizza instead of turkey
for Thanksgiving because it is more affordable. But no matter what will be on your dinner table
this Thursday, you should give thanks to God. If we always remember to thank God for a small
thing like water, I am confident that we will show appreciation to Him on anything.
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