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INTRODUCTION 2|2

Today is baptism Sunday. There will be four young sisters receiving baptism. Besides, one
couple will dedicate their toddler son to the Lord. God loves children because He loves people of
any age. Small kids enjoy a lot of privileges. Parents take care of everything for them. They are
more than likely spoiled by grandparents too. Children enjoy food, clothes, money and toys.
Their childhood is filled with so much fun that perhaps they want to stay young forever. The
theme song of a toy store named Toys R Us reflects that mentality. Part of the lyrics say: “I don’t
want to grow up. ’'m a Toys R Us kid. They got a million toys at Toys R Us that I can play
with.” Of course, kids will eventually grow up. However, God wants us to maintain a childlike
faith no matter how old we have become. We should depend on Him just like young kids depend
on their parents.

EXPLANATION fi#f2

In our story today, some parents brought their children to Jesus for Him to touch them. The word
“children” here can refer to kids of any age. Those parents did not only want Jesus to pat their
kids or to hold them. We see later that Jesus blessed those little ones. In the Jewish culture, it is
common for parents to ask senior people or a rabbis to bless their children. We have the same
practice in our church. We call it children dedication. I need to clarify a few things. First, this
ceremony is optional. Some families request it, others do not. Second, the ritual does not save the
soul of a child. We can only be saved by the grace of God. Therefore, as children grow up, they
must confess their sins and receive Jesus as their Savior and Lord just like the decision adults
have to make. Third, we require at least one parent to be a Christian before we will bless their
child. Through the ceremony, we pray for the kid. Moreover, we pray that God will give grace to
the parents to raise their children based on Biblical principles.

The parents in the story took their kids to see Jesus. But they were blocked by the disciples.
Perhaps they considered the request a nuisance to their teacher. They played the role of a
secretary who screens phone calls for a busy boss. Any unimportant demand will be rejected.
Visits must fit into his schedule too. The disciples’ reaction seemed reasonable. Jesus was
swarmed by people wherever He went. If He could not rest, then the disciples could not rest
either. Jesus’ response shows us His heart. He rebuked His twelve followers for hindering
children from coming to Him. Jesus treated people of any age the same. We have to be careful
too, lest we may build walls instead of bridges between God and people. Every person is born as
a sinner and so everyone needs Jesus. Children ministries are as important as adult ones. They
are not baby-sitting service to allow parents to attend their meetings or to run errands. Our
children coworkers do a wonderful job teaching your kids. You will be surprised by how much
Bible knowledge your children have. You should bring your kids to Jesus just like the parents in
the story did. They need you to drive them to the church on Friday evenings and at 9:30 on
Sunday mornings. Help them go to bed earlier on Saturday so that they can get up in time on
Sunday. You can ask your kids what they have learned every time when you leave the church.
Help them solidify Bible truths in their mind. Be their godly examples at home too.



By welcoming children, Jesus taught us two things we can learn from them. First, they believe in
God with a simple faith. Look at verse 15: “Truly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the
kingdom of God like a child shall not enter it.” To receive the kingdom of God and to enter it
describe the same outcome. They both mean becoming a Christian. Some countries require a visa
before foreigners can go in. The immigration office has the authority to approve or disapprove
applicants. Similarly, Jesus has the authority to grant salvation to sinners. But Jesus does not
issue travelers’ visa but permanent citizenship to His Kingdom. The first criterion is to believe
what Jesus said with a childlike faith. Little kids believe their parents because of a relationship of
love. They know that dad and mom love them and they have their best interests in mind. They
trust their parents even when they have doubts. They may not understand why parents take them
to a clinic and have a nurse poke them with a needle. They believe it is good for them, even
though it hurts. People need to have such a childlike faith to believe in God. It is reasonable for
them to raise various questions about the Christian faith. But all that they need to clarify are three
things. First, how does God see us? The Bible says that we are lost in sin. People need to admit
that they are a sinner before they will look for a Savior. Second, who is Jesus? The Bible tells us
that Jesus is God. He came into the world, died for our sins on the cross but rose on the third day.
Third, what does Jesus want from us? He calls us to repent of our sins and accept Him into our
hearts by faith. People with a childlike faith, regardless of their age, can understand those truths
and become Christians. They do not only believe in God. Secondly, they also belong to God.
Jesus says in the second half of verse 14: ... “Let the children come to me; do not hinder them,
for to such belongs the kingdom of God.” We must maintain a childlike faith to show that we
belong to the Kingdom of God. Jesus gives us a new life the moment we receive Him. We begin
our eternal life from that point on. Eternal life does not start after a person goes to heaven.
Heaven is a continuation, not the initiation, of eternal life. Many Christians live like non-
believers because they are confused about this important truth. This is a good place for us to
explain the purpose of baptism. The ceremony testifies the faith of a person. Baptism cannot save
anyone. Only Jesus can save us. No church should baptize people who do not have a clear
understanding of their relationship with Jesus. Unfortunately, many people think that mission has
been accomplished after they are baptized. They think they get a ticket to heaven. Therefore,
they can resume the same lifestyle. They follow the world’s standard instead of God’s standard.
They seldom read their Bible. They pray to God only when they need something from Him. They
come to church only when they have free time. That is not the kind of Christian life God wants
from us. We belong to God. We must continue to bear a childlike faith no matter how long we
have been a Christian. Let that be an encouragement to the four young sisters and the believers
among us. Baptism is not the starting point nor a finish-line of our faith. But it is a major
milestone. We will continue to mature as we experience more about God in our daily life. We
also maintain a teachable heart and a desire to learn His Word. We love God and love His Word.

CONCLUSION &Ez6

God wants us to maintain a childlike faith no matter how old we have become. Jesus welcomes
everyone to come to Him because everyone needs Him. The few children in the ceremony today
are blessed because they grow up in a church. Let us pray for them and their families that God
will use them as channels of blessing to others.
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