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2| INTRODUCTION

We have just finished our studies on the book of Hebrews. | would like to spend three Sundays
to speak on some current social issues. We often hear those matters on the news and social
media. Your friends may ask your viewpoints. My role as a pastor is to tell you what the Bible
says. That will shape your mind with a Biblical worldview. It will also help you discern the
opinions you hear and discuss with others objectively. We should treat others with respect even
when our positions differ. We will talk about abortion today. On June 24, the U.S. Supreme
Court overturned the ruling of the 1973 Roe v. Wade decision. It means that the federal
government will no longer grant people the constitutional right to abortion. From now on, each
State will regulate its own abortion laws. The Bible tells us that God gives a government
authority to rule over its citizens. We should submit to our rulers to show our obedience to God.
However, humans are imperfect and often biased. The laws of the land may not be consistent
with Biblical principles. Abortion is more than a legal and personal matter. It is a moral and
spiritual issue. Here is the bottom-line: God forbids the killing of an innocent life; abortion is
killing and so, God forbids abortion. It is a sin. Non-believers will no doubt challenge those
premises. We need to know the truth first, then tell the truth with wisdom to non-Christians.

fiZZ¥E EXPLANATION
1. BHH EH Know the Truth

It is a fact that the term “abortion” does not appear in the Bible. But God’s Word clearly tells us
how God looks at life. Women give birth to babies, but God creates life. Genesis 1:27 says: So
God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he
created them. We are created in the image of God. He shares some of His attributes with us. We
have emotions and moral standards. We can express artistic skills in singing, art or other ways.
God also puts a soul in us so that we can communicate with Him. God gives us utmost dignity
above all other animals. A pastor once said that people shed tears when they see a dead body, but
they drool when looking at a roasted duck. Humans are of much higher intrinsic value than any
animal. God does not only create life. He also guides our lives. God says in Jeremiah 1:5 —
“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were born | consecrated you; |
appointed you a prophet to the nations.” God called prophet Jeremiah even before he was born.
The apostle Paul shares a similar testimony in Galatians chapter 1. God has a unique plan for
each of us before we existed. You and | may not make great contribution to the gospel like
Jeremiah or Paul did. But God reserves some work for us to do. There is no unplanned
pregnancy in God’s design. My little brother is thirteen years younger than me. At that time my
dad did ask mom to go for an abortion to avoid extra financial burden of raising another child.
She refused, or else my brother would not be here. We often describe babies like that as results
of an accident. But God does not make accident. He only creates lives. Besides, God blesses life.
Psalm 127:3 reads: Behold, children are a heritage from the Lord, the fruit of the womb a reward.
Without a doubt, babies are blessings from God. They are “heritage,” meaning valuable
properties and “reward,” meaning gifts from the Lord. Unfortunately, people who opt for
abortion do not agree with that. Since the 1973 Roe v Wade court ruling, 63 million abortions



have taken place in the U.S. That is about one-fifth of the current population. That is a staggering
number! Often we may think that the easiest way to solve a problem is simply getting rid of it.
For example, just dump your phone or your computer if it is not working properly and buy a new
one. However, we are talking about ending the life of babies in abortion. It will cause deep
emotional scars to the moms. According to the Planned Parenthood, the biggest abortion
provider in the U.S., 81% of women will develop some mental health issues after an abortion.
They have two times higher risk to misuse alcohol and even three times higher risk for drug
abuse. Therefore, people create new problems when they think that they have solved one
problem. Three notions are in play when we discuss abortion: choice, right and truth. Choice is a
personal preference. You may like a red shirt but others may prefer a blue one. Some people
crave sweet pastry while others love spicy food. Some married couples decide not to have
babies, but others think the more the better. We can freely make certain choices. However, our
personal choice is often limited by our right. It is defined by laws. God gives authority to our
government to write and implement laws. It ensures the wellbeing of everyone. It is not right if
your right invades into others’ right. People seeking abortion right to kill will rob babies’ right to
live. | cannot play loud music at 3 a.m. and disturb my neighbors’ sleep. Drivers zipping through
Germantown Parkway at 60 mph and not stopping at red lights will put themselves and others in
danger. | cannot do whatever | want unless | own an island and declare independence from other
countries. Since laws are never perfect, revisions are frequently needed. While people’s opinions
are always changing, God’s truth stays the same. His standards of right and wrong never need
any modification. When God says it, then it is the final answer. It may end in a disaster if we try
to override God’s authority. Still remember what Satan said to Eve in the Garden of Eden?
Genesis 3:4-5 record: 4 But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. 5 For God
knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good
and evil.” God told Adam and Eve clearly beforehand that they would die if they ate the
forbidden fruit. But Satan said: “I don’t think so. In fact, you can become like God after you eat
it.” We may wonder what is wrong about discerning good from evil. Does God not want us to be
wise like Him? The point here is not about gaining intelligence. It is about making our own rules.
Satan enticed Eve to violate God’s command and to come up with her own definition of right
versus wrong. Imagine kids say to their parents: “We don’t think you have our best interests in
mind. Why do we have to go to bed at 9 o’clock when we can stay up all night? In fact, we’d
rather play all day than to go to school. Mom can stop cooking for us because from now on we
will only eat potato chips and drink soda.” We will be acting like a rebellious three-year-old kid
when we try to play God. Abortion is overriding God’s authority. No one can decide when and
how to end another life. Trust and obey God is the only way that guarantees His blessings.

2. {EHIEEFH Tell the Truth

We need to know the truth to equip ourselves. The next step is to tell people the truth. Jesus once
said that the truth will set us free. Besides, facts will make our mind clear. The core question
about abortion is this: what is being removed in the procedure? Some people prefer to use terms
like embryo or fetus. But there is no doubt that it is a human. Pro-life activists state that some
people will change their view when they see pictures of an aborted baby. It will clear up the
misconception that abortion does not destroy a life. Focus on the Family has a campaign for
years that collects donation to buy ultrasound monitors for pregnancy resource centers around
the country. Many women determine to keep their babies after they see images on the screen.



Medical advancement helps save babies born before a 42-week full-term pregnancy. Nowadays,
babies born at 34 to 36 weeks almost have a 100% chance of survival. The world-record holder
for the youngest surviving baby born prematurely is Curtis Means. He was delivered at 21 weeks
and one day on July 5, 2020. He stayed in the hospital for nine months before going home. News
like that should put a smile on us. Sadly, some people go the extreme and support abortion as late
as before a natural birth. Six states plus Washington, D.C. allow that. Here is the fallacy: why is
it legal to kill a baby even right before delivery but it is considered a murder after the baby is
outside the mom? Abortion is more of a moral choice than a legal matter. That leads us to
another question: why do people see their rights as so important, while neglecting the rights of
babies? Every human should enjoy the same rights regardless of age, physical and mental
capacities and ethnicity. Therefore, the common argument of “I can do whatever I want with my
body” does not hold water. Then some people argue that abortion is sometimes necessary when
the life of a mother is at risk. Dr. Irving Cushner, Professor of Obstetrics at the UCLA School of
Medicine, testified before the U. S. Senate in 1981. He was asked how often abortions are
needed to save the life of the mother or to preserve her physical health. His response: “In this
country, about 1 percent.” Abortion is rarely needed. Dr. Warren Hern, a well-known
abortionist, explains why people choose abortion: “... decisions are usually made on the basis of
such factors as desire or lack of desire for parenthood, stability of relationships, educational
status, emotional status, or economic status, among others.” A majority of abortions are results
of a personal choice. What would those babies have become if they were allowed to live? Here
are some famous people who survived an abortion: Steve Jobs (the co-founder of Apple), Oprah
Winfrey (a multi-billionaire), Tim Tebow (a former football player and a pro-life advocate) and
Pope John Paul 11. Their moms once considered an abortion for various reasons. Our world will
be very different without them. It will also be different if many babies were not lost to abortion.
Even if a child is conceived by an accident or a crime, abortion is not a solution. Two wrongs do
not make a right thing. Many infertile parents would love to adopt others’ unwanted children. |
can identify with them. My wife and | waited for nine years after we married before my older
son came on board. She went through a miscarriage during that time. She can fully understand
the desire of ladies who dream to become a mom. Even after presenting all those truths, some
people may still not be convinced. We all have our pride. It takes much humility to admit that we
are wrong and others are right. Think about the time when you first heard the gospel. Somehow
you understood that you are a sinner, but you refused to admit it. Just like evangelism, the
abortion argument is a spiritual battle. Paul reminds us in 2 Corinthians 10:3-5 that: 3 For though
we walk in the flesh, we are not waging war according to the flesh. 4 For the weapons of our
warfare are not of the flesh but have divine power to destroy strongholds. 5 We destroy
arguments and every lofty opinion raised against the knowledge of God, and take every thought
captive to obey Christ. Ultimately, we are fighting against Satan who uses lies to hold people in
bondage. Our task is to convey the truths. Only God can convert people’s mind. We need
spiritual weapons to participate in a spiritual warfare. We use God’s Word as our foundation. We
must also pray that God will soften people’s hearts. Moreover, we need grace as we engage in a
discussion with people who support abortion. 1 Peter 3:15 reads: But in your hearts honor Christ
the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason
for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect. We must treat people with
gentleness and respect even when we disagree. Harsh demeanor and sharp tone will only make
people more defensive. Give them room to think and give God time to work in their mind. The
context of this verse is about suffering for righteousness. Christians are always the minority in



the society. Biblical worldview will not be welcomed. Abortion advocates will even resort to
violent tactics to silence us. We need to pray for the safety of the Supreme Court justices and
pro-life people who uphold truth. The threats they face are real. As Christians, we have an
obligation to defend for life. We may not join a peaceful demonstration in front of an abortion
clinic or the state capital building. But at least we have to equip ourselves with truth, so that we
can have answer when people ask where we stand. You do not need to be an expert. You just
need to have certain objective knowledge about the issue and know what the Bible says.

4&5m CONCLUSION

Abortion is a sin. But the good news is God can and is willing to forgive any sin if we confess it
to Him. The apostle John says in 1 John 1:9 that: If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. Every sin has different degree of
impact. God sees lying and Killing as sins. But their damages vary. In the case of abortion, an
innocent life is lost. Even though we cannot change the past, God can give us a new beginning.
He has unlimited grace to heal wounds of regret, guilt and shame. A church can be a channel for
God to minister His grace. People pondering on and suffering from abortion need our emotional
and spiritual support. We should care for each other, whether it is abortion or any problem in life.
Jesus died for our sins at the cross. He invites us to receive His salvation grace. He can redeem
sinners and use them for His glory. Let me conclude with the story of Dr. Haywood Robinson.
He is a retired OB/GYN doctor. He received abortion training during his medical residency. He
and his wife, who was in the same profession, once worked part-time at an abortion clinic. After
finishing residency, they started their practice of family medicine. They stopped performing
abortion because they did not want to be labelled as abortionists. A few years later Dr. Robinson
attended the concert of a Christian artist, where he received Jesus. He realized that abortion is a
sin and he was on his way to hell. But God transformed his life. He shared: “God used that to
build a testimony to save babies now and bring others to the Lord.” Dr. Robinson and his wife
later joined a Christian pro-life group. For the next 30 years till now, they tour around the
country and share their testimonies to expose the darkness of the abortion industry. They helped
save thousands of babies and persuaded many abortion workers to leave the field. Dr. Robinson
marvels as he looks back: “Only God can build a story like that to show the redeeming power of
Christ. Former abortionists now pro-life advocates.”
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