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INTRODUCTION 2|2

Priorities will determine our activities. You do the things you see as important first, although
your teachers or your boss often decide that for you. Pastor Chuck Swindoll once told a story
about a small coastal town. Every Summer tourists go there to enjoy the sun and the beach.
Accidents happened occasionally. Due to the city’s tight budget, it could not afford to hire life-
guard. Therefore, a group of local residents built a small hut and equipped it with basic facilities.
They also recruited some qualified volunteers to serve at the station. Since then, people received
help when needed. A few years later, some volunteers were busy with their lives or simply lost
interest to help. In order to keep the station running, someone suggested adding entertainment
amenities to it. Volunteers did return but they came just to hang out or to play ping pong.
Eventually, the station was expanded to a facility for people to relax. Any church will end up in a
similar outcome if its members forget their missions are to save souls and disciple believers. We
must align our priorities with God’s will, or else we will turn God’s house into our clubhouse.
That begins with our personal relationship with God. Jesus is teaching us a simple but profound
lesson in our passage today. On that day, the Lord was traveling with His disciples. They passed
by the home of Martha. She and her younger siblings Mary and Lazarus lived in Bethany, which
is right outside Jerusalem. They were good friends of Jesus. Naturally, Martha warmly welcomed
her guests. The focus of the story is about Jesus’ comments on the choices the two sisters made.
The lesson is evident: hearing the Word of Jesus is more important than doing work for Him.

EXPLANATION fi#f2

1. Busy Laboring T A i EE

Martha was busy laboring for Jesus. She was perhaps the owner of the house and so she felt
obligated to give Jesus the best treatment. Martha did the right things, but with a wrong mentality
and a misplaced priority. Her house was probably an ordinary peasant’s home, and she did not
have any servant to assist her. Therefore, she assumed Mary would give her a hand with cooking
or setting up the table. But the younger sister did neither. Instead, she sat near Jesus, listening to
His teaching. Getting annoyed, Martha complained to Jesus in verse 40: But Martha was
distracted with much serving. And she went up to him and said, “Lord, do you not care that my
sister has left me to serve alone? Tell her then to help me.” Martha was distracted by her duties.
All the preparations took away her opportunity to learn from Jesus. In fact, she was
overwhelmed by the work! Can you sense Martha’s feeling in her words? She said: “Lord, don’t
you care?” She implied that Jesus did not care about her urgent need. The disciples felt the same
way at one time. They met a storm as they were sailing across the lake of Galilee. They were
shocked to see that Jesus was sleeping when they were fighting against the wind and waves.
They grumbled to Jesus: “Teacher, don’t you care that we are about to drown?” We may draw a
similar conclusion when God’s plan and timing do not match ours. But God’s wisdom is way
above our limited mind. In this case, Jesus had an important lesson to teach Martha. She was
upset about Mary. But why did Martha tell Jesus but not to Mary privately? Perhaps Martha
wanted Jesus to play a judge. She expected Jesus to side with her, and even rebuke Mary for not



helping. Put yourself in Martha’s shoes for a moment. Have you been a Martha in the church
before? I have. You think that you are the only person doing all the work, while everyone else is
sipping coffee, chatting and enjoying your service. Watch out when your heart starts to grumble.
You may need to do one of the following three things. First, you may have to slim down. [ am
not talking about your weight, but your workload. You can designate some tasks to others.
Perhaps it is also time to train new coworkers. Second, you may need to slow down. It takes time
for people to grow. Do not get frustrated when others are not moving as fast as you want them to.
Sometimes, you need to gently push people out of their comfort zone. But do not forget to pray
for them too. Ask God to change their hearts. Third, eventually you may have to step down. You
may consider taking a break and let others take over, especially when you feel that you have run
out of fresh ideas. That can give you some time to learn new skills or try a new ministry. It is
unhealthy when we concentrate only on our duties and forget that we are serving the Lord.
Perhaps it is when you get anxious about teaching the next Bible lesson. It affects your sleep and
even gives you nightmares. Going to church feels heavier than going to work, and you are
exhausted on your way back home. Then all the stress and anxiety cycle back because you are
worried about next weekend already! You just want to check things off your list and move on to
the next item. Three words can help us examine our motive. First is joy. Is there any joy in your
preparation and when you are serving? Some people love their job so much that going to work is
like going on a vacation. That should be your mentality when you serve God. Joy does not come
only when everything is smooth. But joy will take away your worries and fatigue. Second is
love. Do you love the Lord and people more in your ministries? Love will increase your patience
even when people do not cooperate with your plan. It will motivate you to sacrifice more of your
time and effort for others. Third is growth. Are you growing spiritually? Do you become more
like Jesus as you serve Him? For example, are you growing in grace and kindness toward others?
Are you growing in your knowledge about God? Are you growing in your personal relationship
with Him? Are the people you serve growing too? Do they become more mature spiritually
through your contribution? Those three factors should keep our mindset right.

2. Busy Listening U A F5 =

Martha was busy laboring for Jesus. In comparison, Mary was busy listening to Jesus. Before
Mary responded to her sister’s accusation, Jesus came to her defense. Look to verse 42: “But one
thing is necessary. Mary has chosen the good portion, which will not be taken away from her.”
Martha had concerns about many things: food, drink and seats, etc. In Jesus’ mind, listening to
His teaching was the one thing Martha needed. Mary made the right choice. It is a desire that
would not be taken away from her. In those days, women did not receive formal training from a
rabbi. By sitting at the Lord’s feet, Mary acted like a student. Jesus welcomed anyone who came
to Him — women, kids, the sick and the poor. Martha thought that it was a rare opportunity to
serve Jesus. But Mary valued more about the rare opportunity to listen to Jesus. The Lord never
said that eating was unimportant. It is our basic need. The difference is between a good choice
and the best choice. Martha could have ordered a few pizzas or asked Door Dash for a delivery.
That would free her up to join the learning. Martha wanted to serve Jesus the best way she could.
But in this instant, the best way to serve Jesus was to give Him undivided attention. Physical
food is secondary when compared to spiritual food. God’s Word lays the foundation for our
lives. Listen to Psalm 143:8 — Let me hear in the morning of your steadfast love, for in you

[ trust. Make me know the way I should go, for to you I lift up my soul. A morning devotion of



Bible reading and prayer will set the tone for the rest of your day. I encourage everyone to spend
time with the Lord first before you get busy with your schedule. If you do not have this habit
already, I challenge you to get up fifteen minutes earlier beginning from tomorrow. Read a few
Bible verses and pray to God. The Lord will show you direction in areas like your study and
career, and marriage and parenting. God’s Word is the GPS for our personal life. It is also a
blueprint for a church. One day, I was listening to a Christian radio station when I was driving to
the church. The host asked the audience what is the one thing a church cannot go without. People
called in and shared their answers: one said love, another person said people, etc. Those are good
answers. What will your answer be? A church can be without a building. A church can continue
without you and me. But a church will not be a church without God’s Word. Many churches
started by a group of believers gathering in a room to study the Bible. They may not have a
seminary-trained teacher. But they have a thirst and hunger for the Word of God. They simply
open the Bible, read one verse at a time, understand its meanings and apply the truths in daily
life. A church has to keep focusing on God’s Word as it grows. Otherwise, coworkers may shift
their attention to programs. Ministries become work projects. Success is then measured by
numbers like attendance, baptism, budget, offering, etc. One retired pastor shared some good
insight. He said that he did not count his sheep; he weighed them. He wants to make sure that his
church members are eating healthy spiritual food. God surely hopes that more people will come
to know Him. But He also care about our spiritual appetite. I once shared with a Baptist
executive that our church is more of a serving church than a growing church. We can easily
mobilize people to cook, to clean up our building and to serve the community. Those are all good
things. But we should not be too busy to learn. Food is a trademark for our church. We had two
annual banquets before the pandemic. Many of you worked hard in the kitchen and served at the
tables. We wanted to provide the best physical food to our guests. But do we have a bigger desire
to give them the only spiritual food they need? Please do not take my comments as a criticism. It
is a beautiful thing for the whole church to work toward the same goal. But in God’s eyes what
we cooked are only the appetizers, His Word should be the main course. We have something
much better than what Pacific Fusion and Golden City can offer. Filling people’s stomachs can
only last a few hours. Saving their souls will be good for eternity.

CONCLUSION &Ez6

Hearing the Word of Jesus is more important than doing work for Him. Martha and Mary may
have different so-called “love languages.” Martha showed her love to Jesus by laboring for Him.
Whereas, Mary loved Jesus by spending time listening to Him. To Jesus, if there was only one
thing both sisters should choose, it is to learn from His words. I hope that we will have more
Mary in our church. We call our Sunday gathering a worship service. Do not just come here to
perform a service while forgetting to worship God. Rather, we should serve God through our
worship. God sees our relationship with Him more important than our work for Him. On that
day, Martha was making every effort to serve Jesus. But in fact, Jesus was serving the audience
with His Word. The Lord once said that He came to the world not to be served but to serve,
and to give his life as a ransom for many. Jesus did not only give us His Word, He gave us
everything.
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