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5] INTRODUCTION

No matter how our world may change, certain things never change. Let me prove it by
playing a simple game with you. When I mention a product, please say the first brand-name
that comes to your mind: hamburger, athletic shoes and coffee. Many of those brands have
been around for decades because their names stand for good quality. What comes to mind
when you think of God? You may say that He is a supernatural being with mighty power, He
lives in heaven and He is holy and righteous. Those are correct answers. One attribute we
will highlight in this message is God’s faithfulness. His love toward us never changes, but so
are His requirements for us. Since God is faithful to us, He expects us to be faithful to Him
too. In our study last week, the Israelites got Saul as their new king. They expected their king
to lead them to war. The story in chapter 11 proves that Saul was the type of king they hoped
for. At that time, the Ammonites besieged a town called Jabesh Gilead. Saul gathered
soldiers from all over Israel to join him in a battle when he heard the news. Eventually, they
defeated the enemies. The Israelites met at Gilgal on their way back and reconfirmed Saul as
their king. People were happy to have a king just like other nations had. God’s will toward
His people did not change even when they had a new leader. Samuel reiterated that point in a
farewell speech as we come to chapter 12.

fiZfE EXPLANATION
1. tHAEYPERL Deliverance by God

God proved to be faithful by delivering the Israelites over and again. Samuel quotes three
turning points in the history of the nation to support that. First, God delivered their ancestors
from Egypt. Samuel says in verse 8: “When Jacob went into Egypt, and the Egyptians
oppressed them, then your fathers cried out to the Lord and the Lord sent Moses and

Aaron, who brought your fathers out of Egypt and made them dwell in this place.” The
exodus account was a major step in God’s plan. God fulfilled His promise to Abraham and
brought the Israelites from Egypt to Canaan. From slaves, they became God’s people. They
turned from hopeless to hopeful. But they steered away from their faith afterward when they
forgot God’s deliverance. We should always remember God’s salvation, lest we may take
His grace for granted. When is the last time you thank God for saving you? Let gratitude to
God be our attitude. Do not be thankless like the Israelites. God was gracious to them despite
their rebellion. The second example of God’s deliverance is the calling of judges. Read verse
9-11. It is unthinkable for the Israelites to forget their God soon after they settled in Canaan.
As a result, they followed the native people and worshipped idols. God used threats from
enemies as a means to discipline His people. Hazor and the Philistines were places in
Canaan, whereas Moab was a foreign nation nearby. God was patient and merciful toward
His people. He raised up judges to deliver them. Judges served as military generals who led
people to battles. But the Israelites rebelled against God soon after they returned to peace.



Samuel said in verse 9 that God sold His people to the hands of their enemies. It was as if the
Israelites had gone back to Egypt as slaves. Sin enslaves us. Jesus tells us in John 8:34 that:
“... everyone who practices sin is a slave to sin.” People think that they can control sins. At
the end, they are controlled by sins. We are never free in our spirit. We either embrace God
and walk freely as His children or being held in bondage by sin. Do not wait till you are
desperate like the Israelites before crying out to God for help. Lean on Him when you face
temptation and He will deliver you. Samuel included himself in the judges in verse 11. He
was the last judge and also the first prophet of his people. The third example of God’s
deliverance was about Samuel himself. He testifies in verse 3: “Here | am; testify against me
before the Lord and before his anointed. Whose ox have I taken? Or whose donkey have I
taken? Or whom have I defrauded? Whom have I oppressed? Or from whose hand have I
taken a bribe to blind my eyes with it? Testify against me and I will restore it to you.” God
delivered the Israelites through the intercession of Samuel. In chapter 7, the Philistines
attacked God’s people at Mizpah. Samuel presented a burnt offering and called onto God.
The Lord helped the Israelites defeat their enemies. They enjoyed a period of peace
throughout the lifetime of Samuel. People knew Samuel since a child. He had never taken
advantage of anyone, nor had he received a bribe and twisted justice. The noble character of
Samuel was a stark contrast to the conduct of the future king. Their king would order people
to serve him. He would also take the best farmland, crops and herds from them. It makes a
huge difference whether a leader sees his position as an opportunity to serve others or
deprive people. Take heed if you are a leader at work, at home or in the church. People only
see the surface but God knows your hearts. Ultimately, you will give an account to the Lord
in eternity. He will reward His good and faithful servants.

2. SEAHYE? Disobedience of Men

God demonstrated His faithfulness by delivering His people. However, the Israelites kept
acting in disobedience. Their current request for a king is another evidence of their
disobedience. God assured Samuel in 8:8 that His people had never changed: “According to
all the deeds that they have done, from the day I brought them up out of Egypt even to this
day, forsaking me and serving other gods, so they are also doing to you.” They wanted a king
not because they were against Samuel, but they were against God. They were tired of God’s
leadership. Now they put their hope in a person. People always believe in someone or
something. There is no real atheist in the world. People are either followers of the one true
God or worshippers of idols. They may bow down to false gods in a temple. They may chase
after some philosophical ideas, wishing to elevate their consciousness to the next level. They
may believe in fate, or they put their trust in money, power and themselves. People have to
come to a point when they realize that their idols cannot save them. Then they will start
looking for the true God. Christians will go through the same process too. God can use
difficulties to humble us and calls us back to Him. He disciplines those whom He loves. We
often suffer from spiritual amnesia like the Israelites did. They forgot how God delivered
them in the past. Samuel pointed out the reason for asking for a king in verse 12: “And when
you saw that Nahash the king of the Ammonites came against you, you said to me, ‘No, but a
king shall reign over us,” when the Lord your God was your king.” They looked for help in a



man when enemies drew near. They might think that a person was easy to negotiate with,
unlike God who is always strict. They wanted an instant solution from a human king, rather
than waiting for God to answer their prayers. Needless to say, modern people are often
impatient like them. The Bible says God sees a thousand years like a day. When we ask God
for something, He may tell us: “Just a second.” We will be on the edge. There are many
Scriptural passages that remind us to wait on the Lord. For example, Psalm 27:14 says: Wait
for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for the Lord! Trusting God
includes trusting in His timing. We are often mindful about our own business. But God’s
work covers the whole human history. Noah waited 100 years before the flood came. The
Israelites were slaves in Egypt for 430 years before God rescued them. But this time they did
not want to wait. God used a sign to convict His people. Look at verse 17: “Is it not wheat
harvest today? I will call upon the Lord, that he may send thunder and rain. And you shall
know and see that your wickedness is great, which you have done in the sight of the Lord, in
asking for yourselves a king.” God saw calling for a king as an act of disobedience and
wickedness. Wheat harvest takes place in May and June. Rain is rare during that period of
the year. A storm will damage the crops. The passage says God sent rain on the same day. It
clearly showed God’s disapproval of His people in asking for a king. Their economic loss in
the harvest symbolized future harm caused by kings. God may send us a warning signal too
when we sin. Perhaps it is a health, financial or relational crisis. It may happen out of the
blue when everything is going smoothly. We think we can hold onto our idols with one hand
and hold onto God with another hand. The signal functions like a weather forecast of an
incoming storm. The wisest response is to turn back to God, confess our sin and ask for His
forgiveness before it is too late.

3. EEFERYZEF Difference in Choice

Samuel recalled the deliverance by God and pointed out the disobedience of men. While
God’s people could not change the past, they could somewhat control their future. Whether
or not to listen to God would lead to different outcomes. Samuel urges his people in verse
14-15: 14 “If you will fear the Lord and serve him and obey his voice and not rebel against
the commandment of the Lord, and if both you and the king who reigns over you will follow
the Lord your God, it will be well. 15 But if you will not obey the voice of the Lord, but
rebel against the commandment of the Lord, then the hand of the Lord will be against you
and your king.” Samuel advised his people to do four things in verse 14. First, they must fear
the Lord. In the Bible “fear” does not only mean afraid of someone. The focus is more on
showing respect, just like parents expect children to respect them. Second is to serve God.
We mentioned before that the word has a double meaning of labor and worship. People must
bring glory to God both in a religious ceremony and in daily life. Third is obey. Samuel
contrasted the word by adding do “not rebel.” Obey has to do with one’s attitude. The last
word is follow. It pertains to actions. Obedience to God is verified by actions. Submission to
God must flow from our hearts to the hands. We will be in trouble when we ignore His
commands and take shortcuts. Sin can be defined as missing the target. An archer will not get
full score unless an arrow hits the bullseye. Besides, sin can also be understood as using
ways that God disapproves to fulfill a legitimate need. Robbing a bank to put food on the



table is a sin. Cheating in an exam to get a good grade violates God’s holiness. Similarly,
despising God’s leadership and looked for men’s leadership is a sin. Notice in verse 14 that
Samuel included the king in his discussion. Both the leader and his people must obey God.
The king must lead by example too. Therefore, Samuel added in verse 15 that if people
disobeyed God, both them and their king would suffer. The Lord was faithful to bless, but He
was also faithful to punish. Samuel repeated the same principle in verse 20-21 and 24-25. Let
us focus on verse 20: ... “Do not be afraid; you have done all this evil. Yet do not turn aside
from following the Lord, but serve the Lord with all your heart.” Samuel was not shy to
stress that asking for a king was an evil thing in God’s eyes. But God could salvage the
situation even though people sinned. He can repair a broken relationship. He can forgive the
most notorious sinners. However, we have to bear the consequences of our sins. Lost health
may not be restored. Emotional scars will remain. Although we cannot change our past, God
can give us a new beginning. Many years ago I visited a Christian drug rehab center. The
brothers I met had overcome previous addiction. I can honestly tell you that I may not want
to get near to those people if I see them on the street. They are muscular, and they have
tattoos on their dark skin. But when you mingle with them, you can feel their joy, humility
and child-like faith. God gave them a new life. Similarly, God can also redeem us no matter
what past and current sins we commit. Why shoulder all your sins and guilt? Bring them to
the Lord and He can make you clean again. Israel now had her king. God would continue to
raise up prophets to help the kings. Samuel knew that he still had unfinished business. He
says in verse 23: “Moreover, as for me, far be it from me that I should sin against the Lord by
ceasing to pray for you, and I will instruct you in the good and the right way.” Samuel and
future prophets should continue to pray for their people and teach them God’s Word. They
would become spiritual advisors to kings. God would bless the kings and his people if they
would choose to walk in His way. The choices we make today will shape our future. You
may have a few copies of the Bible on the bookshelf. You can decide whether or not to read
it. Even after you read it, you can follow or ignore God’s instructions. There are various
ways to spend your Friday evening and Sunday morning. You can choose whether or not to
come to church meetings. In your every day life, you can walk with the Lord or you can go
your own way. May the Lord help us listen to Him and make wise choices on all things.

45w CONCLUSION

Since God is faithful to us, He expects us to be faithful to Him too. God stays faithful
regardless of our performance. His grace endures forever. I learn more about God’s grace
after I became a father. At one time I bought a game console for my older son as a birthday
gift. I hid it in a closet before the day arrived. For some reason, my son had a period of
rebellion. That upset me quite a bit. An idea flashed on my mind that I could give him the
gift right then. It would be a perfect teachable moment to him about God’s grace. God
blesses us even when we feel least deserved. Eventually, I asked God for more patience and
love to treat my son. I waited till his birthday to present him the gift. In the process, I was
reminded of God’s faithfulness. He remains faithful even when we are faithless. His
promises will never change.
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