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2|2 INTRODUCTION

What comes to your mind when you hear the word “king?” Kings have a very different life
compared to ordinary people. They live in a palace. They have many officials to serve them.
They also have power to rule over their country. We used to have a king in our city too. He is
Elvis Presley, the king of rock and roll. People debate about whether or not he was a true
believer because there are conflicting evidence. At one time, Elvis invited a pastor to meet with
him behind the stage before a concert. He kneeled and recommitted his life to Jesus. On another
occasion, some fans raised a huge banner with wordings “Elvis is King.” He stopped in the
middle of a song and told the audience: “There’s only one King, and He is Jesus Christ.” Elvis
seemed to have a good knowledge about Jesus. However, he also had a keen interest in other
religions. Moreover, he had a broken marriage, led a promiscuous lifestyle and abused
prescription drugs. Ultimately, only Elvis himself and the Lord know if they truly have an eternal
relationship. Someone said it wisely: “being famous is the worst thing that can ever happen to
someone.” That comment is valid to the life of Saul too. God called Saul to be a king. He had a
good start. Saul could be a good leader if he continued to rely on God.

7 7€ EXPLANATION
1. 7HEFE T Previewed the King

The Israelites asked Samuel for a king like other nations had. Despite their rebellion, God picked
a king for them. Chapter 9 gives us a preview of the king. Saul was his name. He belonged to the
tribe of Benjamin. His father Kish was a wealthy man. Verse 2 gives us further information: And
he had a son whose name was Saul, a handsome young man. There was not a man among the
people of Israel more handsome than he. From his shoulders upward he was taller than any of the
people. Saul was a good-looking and tall young man. One day, a few of Kish’s donkeys ran way.
Therefore, Kish asked Saul to go with a servant to look for them. They traveled afar but still
could not find the animals. Saul suggested that they should return home, lest his dad might worry
about them. But the servant had a second opinion in verse 6: But he said to him, “Behold, there
is a man of God in this city, and he is a man who is held in honor; all that he says comes true. So
now let us go there. Perhaps he can tell us the way we should go.” The man was none other but
Samuel. Verse 9 says in those day there was a saying that people could go to a man of God when
they needed any divine guidance. Samuel might help locate the lost donkeys. Today, every
believer can pray directly to God because Jesus had paved the way for us to the Father. Whether
lost donkeys or lost keys, nothing is too trivial for God. Prayer is more than asking for what we
need. It is an interaction with God. It reflects a close relationship and trust. When Saul and the
servant arrived at the city gate, they met a few ladies coming out to draw water. They asked the
women where they could find Samuel. They gave the men directions in verse 12: They
answered, “He is; behold, he is just ahead of you. Hurry. He has come just now to the city,
because the people have a sacrifice today on the high place.” Samuel toured around Israel and
gave people spiritual advice. But on that day, Samuel was in town to present a peace offering. It
is an expression of thanksgiving in which part of the meat would be shared among the



participants. Meanwhile, God had told Samuel the day before that Saul would come. God gave
Samuel instructions in verse 16: “Tomorrow about this time I will send to you a man from the
land of Benjamin, and you shall anoint him to be prince over my people Israel. He shall save my
people from the hand of the Philistines. For I have seen my people, because their cry has come to
me.” God labeled the future king as a prince, meaning a ruler. He would lead his people to
overcome the Philistines. God showed compassion to His people despite their wrong motive in
asking for a king. God loves us even when we disobey Him. However, we will suffer the
consequence of our sins. Many Christians date and marry non-believers even though it is against
God’s will to do so. Two persons with contrasting worldviews will easily lead to conflicts. At the
end, the believing partner may even depart from the faith. In other cases, some Christians
intentionally commit grave sins. The pleasure of sins will soon turn into sorrow and even
bondage. God is always the Lord of second chances. He is the Heavenly Father of prodigal
children who waits for us to return home. God knows that rebellion is part of our sinful human
nature. All along, God understood that Adam and Eve would disobey Him. Salvation through
Jesus Christ is not a backup plan. Right after Adam and Eve sinned, God previewed the coming
Savior. God covered the couple with animal skin. That implied animals must be slaughtered. The
picture previewed that Jesus was the sacrificial Lamb of God who covered our sins. Besides,
God told Satan that an offspring from the woman would crush his head. Jesus defeated the power
of Satan on the cross. Jesus was the true King God had chosen to rescue us from sin. Those who
receive Jesus by faith will have an eternal relationship with God.

2. TEffF#E T Prepared the King

God previewed the king to Samuel. Next, God prepared Saul to be a king. Even before Saul
mentioned the donkeys, Samuel spoke in verse 20: “As for your donkeys that were lost three
days ago, do not set your mind on them, for they have been found. And for whom is all that is
desirable in Israel? Is it not for you and for all your father’s house?”” Samuel proved himself to be
a prophet, because he knew what was in Saul’s heart. But the more important message was that
God had prepared Saul to be the next leader. He was the type of king people looked for. Saul was
surprised by what he heard. He humbly replied that his family was nobody, and it belonged to
the smallest tribe of Israel. Samuel did not elaborate the meaning behind his compliment.
Instead, he asked Saul and his servant to join a feast with thirty other invited guests. Samuel put
the two men in the most honorable seats. Then he asked the cook to serve Saul a good portion of
meat reserved for him. Afterward, the two guests spent the night at Samuel’s home. In the next
morning, Samuel asked Saul to tell the servant to go on ahead of them, while the prophet
performed a private ceremony on Saul. Look at 10:1 — Then Samuel took a flask of oil and
poured it on his head and kissed him and said, “Has not the Lord anointed you to be prince over
his heritage... ?”” In the Old Testament, a special perfume oil was poured on the head when a
person was chosen as a priest or a king. It symbolizes that the person is set aside for God’s
purpose. Kings in Israel were appointed by God to represent Him, and not elected by people to
represent them. God’s calling on Saul would be confirmed by three signs. First, Saul would meet
two men who informed him that the lost donkeys had been found. Second, he would run into
three men on their way to worship God. They would share some bread with Saul. Third, Saul
would encounter a procession of prophets. Then something unusual would happen to him. Read
at 10:10-11 — 10 When they came to Gibeah, behold, a group of prophets met him, and the Spirit
of God rushed upon him, and he prophesied among them. 11 And when all who knew him



previously saw how he prophesied with the prophets, the people said to one another, “What has
come over the son of Kish? Is Saul also among the prophets?”” God changed Saul into a different
person when His Spirit came upon him. He would prophesy like the band of prophets did. They
might not be predicting about future events. It means that they conveyed messages under the
influence of God’s spirit. The work of the Holy Spirit in the Old Testament times was rare. In
Exodus 31, God filled Bezalel with His Spirit so that he could make various accessories in the
tabernacle. God’s Spirit also descended on Samson and gave him great strength to tear a lion
apart with bare hands. All that indwelling of God’s Spirit was only temporary. God gave Saul
His Spirit to prepare him to be a future king. Unfortunately, Saul later became a self-centered,
arrogant and jealous man. He misused the privilege and power given by God. Eventually, the
Spirit left Saul. He was possessed by an evil spirit instead. Today, the Holy Spirit lives in us
permanently the moment when we receive Jesus. We are a new person in Jesus. We will not have
supernatural power. The Holy Spirit prepares us to live an obedient life to God. He reminds us of
God’s Word. He also helps us overcome temptations and our sinful desires. Brothers and sisters:
is the Holy Spirit active in your life? Can you see any change in your life before and after you
become a Christian? Are you living for yourself or living for God? Do you draw people’s
attention to you, or do you reflect God’s glory through what you do? The Holy Spirit also gives
us various gifts to serve God in the church. Do you know what your gifts are? Are you using
those gifts in ministries? We must live by the Holy Spirit in our daily life and our church life.

3. J14H%E T Presented the King

God previewed His chosen king to Samuel. Subsequently, God prepared Saul to serve as a king.
Now the time came for Samuel to present the king to his people. He called a townhall meeting.
Look at verse 17-19: 17 Now Samuel called the people together to the Lord at Mizpah. 18 And
he said to the people of Israel, “Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, ‘I brought up Israel out of
Egypt, and I delivered you from the hand of the Egyptians and from the hand of all the kingdoms
that were oppressing you.” 19 But today you have rejected your God, who saves you from all
your calamities and your distresses, and you have said to him, ‘Set a king over us.” Now
therefore present yourselves before the Lord by your tribes and by your thousands.” Last time
people gathered at Mizpah and confessed their sin of idolatry. Then they rededicated themselves
to God. Now they sinned against God by asking for a man to be their leader. But God granted
their wish anyway. Instead of calling Saul to stand out, Samuel presented their king by drawing
lots. Of the twelve tribes of Israel, Benjamin was picked. Then from one tribe, it was narrowed
down to a clan, then Kish’s family and finally Saul was selected. In the Bible times, people
discerned God’s will by casting lots. That was how the Israelites determined that it was Achan
who violated God’s command and took some plunders at the battle of Jericho. Jesus’ disciples
used the same process to choose between Justus and Matthias to replace Judas. A pastor told me
his church picked a deacon in the same way. Two candidates were both qualified to serve. After
a lengthy discussion, they drew straw. Of course, you should not blindly roll a dice when
deciding which house to buy or which job offer to take. You can consider drawing lots if you
cannot make up your mind after you have prayed and have evaluated different options. Through
the process, Samuel showed that Saul was the person God had in mind. Now the king was
known. But he could not be found. Look at verse 22: So they inquired again of the Lord, “Is
there a man still to come?”” and the Lord said, “Behold, he has hidden himself among the
baggage.” Saul could be shy, timid or humble. For whatever reason, he did not seem to be ready



for the role yet. When Moses was called by God, he was not confident to take the assignment. He
asked God to find someone else. God proved that He would equip those people He called. Gifts,
talents and opportunities are all from Him. Feeling incompetent or being overwhelmed by the
task should cause us to rely on God even more. After all, God does not need us, but we need Him
every moment. Finally, people found Saul. Continue to read verse 23-24: 23 Then they ran and
took him from there. And when he stood among the people, he was taller than any of the people
from his shoulders upward. 24 And Samuel said to all the people, “Do you see him whom the
Lord has chosen? There is none like him among all the people.” And all the people shouted,
“Long live the king!” The Israelites were excited to have their king. Notice that the author put
the sole focus on Saul’s height. Then Samuel asked people to “see” their king in the next verse.
They were satisfied because Saul looked like a king other nations had. He was young, tall and
handsome. They would know soon if Saul could act like a true leader. The world only looks at
the surface. Advertisement is all about packaging. What qualities should we look for in spiritual
leaders? In a friend or even a future spouse? You can only see people’s external appearance from
a distance. You get some general information like gender, ethnicity, approximate age, physical
built, etc. You will get an idea of people’s personalities when you talk to them. You can feel if
they are warm or cold, courteous or rude and humble or proud. You never actual know a person
until you spend time in a deeper conversation or when you work together. Also, outward
appearance will eventually fade away. Only godly virtues like kindness, loyalty and grace will
last. Those traits may not be something you are born with. You must spend time with God and
allow Him to mature you to become more like Christ.

4% 5w CONCLUSION

Now the Israelites had a king they wanted. The king and his people would prosper if they relied
on God. Subsequent history shows that no Israel king was perfect. God expected His people to
turn to Him in their despair. He had a very different King in mind. It is His only Son Jesus
Christ. He did not look like a king foreign nations had. Isaiah 53:2 describes: For he grew up
before him like a young plant, and like a root out of dry ground; he had no form or majesty that
we should look at him, and no beauty that we should desire him. Jesus did not have the look. He
did not live in a palace. He taught a value system that was contrary to the world’s. He
encouraged people to deny themselves, sacrifice for others and humble before God. He told
people that His Kingdom was not down here but up there in heaven. When Jesus was under trial,
Pilate the governor said to the Jews: “Behold your King!” (John 19:14). But they denied their
King and told Pilate to send Jesus to the cross. Never could anyone imagine that this rejected
King died for our sins. Jesus is the true King we should look up to. We follow Him in this life,
and one day we will behold His beauty in eternity.
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