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2|2 INTRODUCTION

No matter how old we are, we love to play the game “Simon says.” The host gives commands to
the participants. Whenever people hear “Simon says,” they should follow the order right away.
People who do not abide by the instructions soon enough, or do things that do not begin with the
phrase “Simon says” will be eliminated. The last remaining player will be the winner. The game
is a simple test on whether or not people listen to a leader. We have various leaders in daily life.
Students should obey their teachers, children follow their parents and employees are directed by
their bosses. In the society citizens are expected to submit to the government officials. As
Christians, we acknowledge Jesus as our Lord. We should treat Him as the ultimate leader over
all things. In 1 Samuel 8, the Israelites asked for a king. The root cause was that they wanted to
replace God with a person. Their plan was destined to fail. We need to take heed of the same
lesson the Israelites would learn. We will be lorded over by men when we do not want to be led
by God. People will become the kind of servants depending on the type of king they ask for.

fi#%E EXPLANATION
1. KHItHAYFERN Rejection of God’s Authority

Many year had passed since God helped the Israelites defeat the Philistines. God’s people got rid
of their idols and returned to Jehovah. God gave them a period of peace. As usual, people’s faith
wavers when they face difficulties. Before long the Israelites disobeyed God again. It shows their
rejection of God’s authority. Let us read verse 1-5. The elders’ request seemed reasonable.
Samuel was getting old, and his two sons did not live up to the standards. It was a repeat of Eli’s
family. It proves that godly parents do not guarantee devout children. As children grow up, they
have to make their own decisions. Dad and mom cannot be with them 24/7. But God is always
there when we call onto Him. Therefore, parents can and should continue to pray for their kids
that they will walk with the Lord. The elders had a solution in mind, and so they did not even
bother to ask Samuel to inquire of God. They wanted Samuel to find a king. What kind of ruler
they looked for? He was possibly a military commander who led soldiers to wars. He should be
an effective administrator who made his country prosper. Besides, he must be a compassionate
leader who cared for his people. Those are noble qualities to ask for in a king. The problem was
not about looking for a person to lead the country. The issue was about picking a king like what
other nations had. All along, God appointed servants like Moses, Joshua, many judges and
Samuel to govern His people. They conveyed instructions from God. Now the Israelites did not
want to go through a middleman. They preferred to go directly to a visible person. They wanted
to copy the rest of the world, while God had planned to use Israel as a model for other nations.
God wanted foreigners to know that He was the one true God. A future king of Israel, David, had
the same goal in mind when he confronted Goliath. He said to the giant in 1 Samuel 17:46 —
“This day the Lord will deliver you into my hand..., that all the earth may know that there is a
God in Israel.” Eventually, David beat Goliath. The victory did not belong to David. He could
win because God manifested His power in him. It proved that God was behind Israel. People
would be blessed if they depended on Him. But now the Israelites chose to follow the world



rather than the Lord. Today, many Christians look for a king from the secular world too. They
reason that Biblical principles are outdated. God’s way does not give the instant results they
expect. Believers have little interest in fostering a close relationship with God. They get tired of
studying the Bible. Instead, some churches organize classes like floral arrangement, exercise and
bingo to attract the general public. Sunday messages should be welcoming to non-believers.
Topics like sin and God’s judgment should be avoided. People just want some insights on issues
like marriage, parenting and success in career. Church leaders borrow ideas from business
corporations to plan and promote activities, raise fund and stimulate growth in attendance. What
kind of God do they want people to believe? Jesus said that we should be salt and light in the
world. Gospel friends come here because they are burdened by sin. Solutions to financial,
relational or health issues only deal with the surface. Jesus is the ultimate answer for life.
Everything we do in church and in daily life should be about attracting people to Jesus. But the
Israeli elders wanted to focus on their king instead. How did God respond to their request?
Continue to read verse 6-8. Samuel did what any spiritual leader should do when he faces a
tough issue: pray to God for advice. The Lord promised to give us wisdom when we seek Him.
Solomon asked God for that when he first became a king. Governing a big group of people needs
a lot of wisdom. God told Samuel that people’s rebellion was nothing new. They had been
rejecting His authority since they left Egypt. Their ancestors did not have faith in God. They
often grumbled when they had problems. They blamed God for not having their best interest in
mind. Therefore, they did not appreciate God’s provision. They even wanted to go back to Egypt
as slaves! God assured Samuel that people did not reject his leadership but they rejected God’s
leadership. God told Samuel to let people had their way, just like how God dealt with their
ancestors. God asked them not to hoard extra manna because He would give them a fresh supply
every morning. They did not listen, and so the manna they stored up turned bad overnight. Their
most serious sin was the refusal to enter Canaan because they were afraid of their enemies. They
focused on the problems instead of God’s promise. Just like in all those disobedient incidents,
the Israelites would suffer the consequence for asking for a king. Often God does not stop us
when we are about to commit sins. The wisest way for God to treat us is to let go. Even so, God
is still very much in control when we go astray. Nothing we do or do not do will mess up His
masterplan. When God allows us to sin, it does not mean that He approves our wrong choices.
Non-believers always question why there is so much wickedness in the society if there is a real
God. It is because God gives us freedom to even reject His authority. God makes humans, not
robots. He wants us to realize that we are His children, not slaves. Therefore, God wants us to
humbly submit to Him from our hearts. You read your Bible daily, come to church meetings,
offer money and serve in the church not only because your pastor and leaders encourage you to.
All those actions must originate from your love toward God. Otherwise, any godly habit will not
last long. We acknowledge God as our Lord because we realize that we are limited in every
aspect. We trust that God knows our deepest needs and He is faithful and capable to provide for
us in His timing and fashion.

2. HEAAYEZE Reflection of Men’s Audacity

Asking for a king was not only a rejection of God’s authority. It was also a reflection of men’s
audacity. Sin is an attempt to override God’s ruling. God asked Samuel to give people a heads up
in verse 9: “Now then, obey their voice; only you shall solemnly warn them and show them the
ways of the king who shall reign over them.” It was the task of a prophet to give people clear



directions from God. Obey God and be blessed, disobey Him and be judged. The choice was
theirs. God gave prophet Ezekiel the same assignment. Listen to God’s instructions in Ezekiel
3:18-19 — “18 If I say to the wicked, ‘You shall surely die,” and you give him no warning, nor
speak to warn the wicked from his wicked way, in order to save his life, that wicked person shall
die for his iniquity, but his blood I will require at your hand. 19 But if you warn the wicked, and
he does not turn from his wickedness, or from his wicked way, he shall die for his iniquity, but
you will have delivered your soul.” We do not like to hear those hard facts. But that is the
essence of Biblical truth. There will be contrasting outcomes when we receive or reject God’s
Word. We need wisdom as we share the gospel to non-believers. Few people like to be reminded
that they will go to hell if they do not accept Jesus in this life, although that is God’s truth. We
can highlight the benefits of salvation. For example, we can be reconciled with God, our status as
God’s children is restored and we will be under His care. As God requested, Samuel lays out
from verse 10 to 18 how the future king would treat his people. I will highlight a few things. The
king would draft men to serve as army commanders, labor in other military duties and tend his
fields. He would assign ladies to prepare perfume and cook. He would take the best farmland, a
tenth of the produce and flocks and servants from his people. People expected their king to
provide for their needs and serve them. But the reality was, their king would take the best
portions from his citizens and they would serve him. The same outcome can happen in any
earthly government. People put them hope in some human leaders. They assume their leaders
will make the right decisions and will put people’s welfare as the top priority. But the more they
rely on the government, their leaders will take more things from them. So goes the saying: power
corrupts, and absolute power corrupts absolutely. The Israelites later learned that they made a
bad choice when Solomon became king. Under his ruling, people labored seven years to build
the temple. They also worked thirteen years to build the royal palace. People voiced their
grievance when Rehoboam succeeded as the next king. He did not seize the opportunity to show
compassion to his people. Rather, he spoke harshly and announced that he would put an even
heavier yoke on them. Thus people rebelled and the nation was split into two. Wicked kings does
not mean that kingship is a bad idea. God in His perfect wisdom had expected that people would
establish kings. He gave Moses instructions many years ago. The most important commands are
in Deuteronomy 17:18-19 — 18 “And when he sits on the throne of his kingdom, he shall write
for himself in a book a copy of this law, approved by the Levitical priests. 19 And it shall be with
him, and he shall read in it all the days of his life, that he may learn to fear the Lord his God by
keeping all the words of this law and these statutes, and doing them.” The king must duplicate a
copy of the Law. He should read it and use it to rule the country. The king was appointed by God
as a servant to exercise judgment. The king represented God and not the people. He was not only
a military and civil leader, but also a spiritual leader who guided people to follow God. In God’s
eyes, good kings were those who listened to Him. God maintains the same requirements for
leaders today. Good leaders are those who rely on God’s Word to deal with everyday matters.
Unfortunately, the Israelites elders disagreed. We see their reactions in verse 19-20 after Samuel
gave his warnings: 19 But the people refused to obey the voice of Samuel. And they said, “No!
But there shall be a king over us, 20 that we also may be like all the nations, and that our king
may judge us and go out before us and fight our battles.” Three words can summarize their
attitude: “I don’t care!” They insisted on their demand. God is full of wisdom. He knew that
nothing would change their mind once they had hardened their hearts. Therefore, God allowed
His people to reap the consequence of their audacity. When people later suffered under the reign
of an imperfect king, they called on to God for help. In this country, there is a false hope called



election. People get disappointed every two to four years. They long for better leaders who truly
care about their well-being. Their dream never comes true, because humans are self-centered. In
the subsequent history of Israel, even the noblest kings had their flaws. David committed
adultery and murder, and his son Solomon followed many foreign wives to worship idols. Jesus
was the only perfect King. He exercised true justice and righteousness. He brought us an
everlasting peace through His death. He conquered sin and Satan on the cross. He reiterated His
mission in the world in Mark 10:45 — “For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to
serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” He did not take anything from us. Instead, He
gave up everything for us. That is the example He set for us. The greatest leader must also be the
humblest servant. Only the One who had it all had the freedom to forsake it all. You may be a
leader at home, at work or in the church. What kind of leader do you want to be? Surely, your
role is to give out orders to your subordinate so that the team will accomplish a common goal.
But we should learn from Jesus. Treat people with compassion. See them as teammates and not
just workers. Be mindful of their limitations and needs. Be ready to step in and help finish their
tasks. Show appreciation for good work done, and be gentle in pointing out people’s mistakes.
Then they may wonder: “Where does that kind of love come from?”” That will open up a gospel
conversation. Tell them that you have a Master above you. He loves us with an everlasting love.

4% 5w CONCLUSION

People will become the type of servants depending on the kind of king they ask for. The
Israelites wanted to have a king like other nations had. In the end, they got their wish. Many of
the future kings were tyrants who did not love God nor their people. Citizens became more like
slaves than countrymen. When people put all their hope in a person, that leader would turn into
their idol. King David cautions us in Psalm 16:4 — The sorrows of those who run after another
god shall multiply... There will only be distress and dissatisfaction when we replace God with an
idol, be it a false god or a human leader. David knew that the wisest choice was to make God his
King. God only gives the best gifts to those who put their trust in Him. That includes both
physical and spiritual blessings. This psalm foreshadows Jesus Christ, the King of all kings. We
see a hint in verse 10: For you will not abandon my soul to Sheol, or let your holy one see
corruption. Jesus died for our sins on the cross. But His body did not decompose in the ground.
He rose from the death. He is now sitting on the right side of the Father in heaven. This King
calls us to be His followers. He promised to give us grace in this life and hope for eternity. He
puts us in the world to witness for His Kingdom and to invite people to become His citizens.
They must confess their sins and accept Jesus by faith to be their King.
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