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2|2 INTRODUCTION

People always want to make use of power for their own gain. But when they fail to overcome
power, power will overcome them. Some people keep wild animals as pets. Those creatures may
look cute when they are small. Before long babies grow into beasts. It brings people headache
when they do not know how to handle a full-size python, an allegator or even a lion. In some
cases, it is against the law to raise those animals. The real problem occurs when those exotic
critters attack their owners. After all, they are predators in nature. A blessing can easily become a
curse. We see the same thing in our story today. In our last lesson, the Philistines defeated the
Israelites. Soldiers perished and the ark was taken as a plunder. The Philistines knew that the
chest was the most sacred object to the Israelites. They heard stories about how Jehovah helped
the Israelites defeat the Egyptian army. But this time, the God of Israel did not protect His
people. It was surely a great victory for the Philistines. They thought they had God’s power
source in their possession. Good news quickly turned into bad ones when the ark caused them
big troubles. In the end, God showed that His power is unequal. We must submit ourselves to
God, rather than trying to subdue His power for our use.

f#F2 EXPLANATION
1. [EFEZHYPKEL Confrontation to the Pagans

The Israelites lost two battles to the Philistines. Little could they imagine that God used their
defeat as an opportunity to confront the pagans. First, God would confront Dagon, the main idol
the Philistines worshipped. Those pagans hauled the ark back to Ashdod. It was one of the five
major cities of the Philistines. Of all the places, they put the ark in the temple of Dagon. Verse 3-
5 of chapter 5 tell us what happened next. The Philistines thought adding another deity to the
temple would give them more power. It is like installing a second engine to your car. The
message was clear when Dagon’s statue fell face down before the ark. Jehovah was more
powerful than Dagon. Even its head and hands were broken when it tumbled the second time. No
one and nothing can stand before God. Any idol is but a man-made image. Paul says in
Philippians 2:10-11 that 10 ... at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on
earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of
God the Father. All created beings, including people, angels and demons must bow down before
Jesus, either in this life or in eternity. We should worship God and Him alone. But very often we
put God next to our idols like the Philistines did. Many people worship their capabilities,
possessions and accomplishments. Have you put God at the highest priority? You can check your
schedule and see how you spend your time, money and attention. Do you rely on Biblical
principles to make decisions? Do you focus only on instant results rather than eternal values in
your work? Jesus asked us to seek first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness, then God
will provide for all of our needs. It does not mean we will be rich according to the world’s
standard. But God will make us content. It does not mean we will be trouble free. But God will
fill our hearts with peace and joy. It may not mean that we will always be healthy. But God
assures us that He will always be with us. After confronting Dagon, God confronted its



worshippers next. Let us continue to read verse 6-7. We do not know the exact nature of those
tumors. The Hebrew word means a mound. It can be translated as hemorrhoid, as the Chinese
Union Bible renders it. In chapter 6, the Philistines associated the tumor with rats. Therefore, it
could be a skin disease spread by mice. Some Philistines died as a result of the infection.
Regardless of its nature, they knew the spiritual reason behind the illness. The phrase “God’s
hand” is used four times in chapter 5. The Philistines understood that God was making them sick.
The leaders had a meeting and they determined that they should send the ark elsewhere. From
Ashdod they transported the ark to Gath. It led to the same disease outbreak. Therefore, they
decided to take the ark to Ekron. The citizens there protested at the city gate. They did not want
the same trouble! Finally, the rulers realized it would be wiser to return the ark. They witnessed
the power of Jehovah. However, instead of searching for a proper way to honor Him, they
rejected Him completely. That reveals the heart of idol worshippers. They are only interested in
using supernatural power for their benefits. It is like taming a wild horse and use it in your farm.
Idol worshippers seek their gods for a long life, a happy marriage, material blessings and
success, etc. We should never treat God as an idol. Receiving blessings should not be the
ultimate goal for our faith. Blessings should be seen as results of our faith. You give good things
to your children because they are your offspring. You love them due to their blood relationship
with you. Likewise, God sees our relationship with Him as the most important. He wants us to
love Him and obey Him, not just think of Him when we are in need.

2. HREAYEE{E Compensation for the Problems

The Philistines decided to send the ark back to Israel. But they figured they should compensate
for the problems they caused. Let us look at their plan in verse 4-6 of chapter 6. The Philistines
understood that God punished them for taking the ark. Therefore, they had to prepare some gifts
to quench His anger. They got all that correct except for their choice of gifts. Five golden mice
look odd enough. Five lumps of golden tumors might not look that presentable. What made sense
to them did not make sense to God! Those religious leaders should have consulted the priests of
Israel and found out what would be acceptable to God. The Philistines reacted with fear toward a
powerful God. Do you see God the same way? Some Christians see God as a boot camp
instructor. There will be penalties if they do not live up to God’s perfect requirement. The Bible
describes God as a compassionate Father. He accepts us with perfect love, but He will never
condone our sins. He does not hesitate to discipline us when we go astray. The purpose is to alert
us of our wrongdoings, so that we will humbly repent to Him. The Philistines religious leaders
urged their people not to be stubborn like the Egyptians. The country suffered great losses and
humiliation in one after another plague. The Philistines did not want to take their chances. Verse
7-9 tell us they presented the gifts to Israel. They came up with a nice decoration. They built a
new cart to transport the ark. It was hauled by a pair of cows that had never been yoked. Then
they put the gold pieces in a new chest. They also ran a final test to verify that the plague was
from God. Two cows left the calves they were still nursing would be against the natural instinct
of a mother. More importantly, if the cows walked straight toward Israel without any
supervision, then God’s hand must be behind it. Everything turned out as the Philistines had
predicted. They must breathe a sense relief that their trouble was gone. All along they only
wanted to use God’s power for their own gain. They had no interest to leave the false gods they
worshipped and to embrace the one true God. When the apostle Paul visited Athens, he met
pagans with a similar mindset. He exposes their fallacy in Acts 17:24-25: “The God who made



the world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in temples made by
man, 25 nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives
to all mankind life and breath and everything.” God is the Creator of all things. He sustains the
world by His power and He provides for our needs. He is not a man-made idol that can be
contained in a temple. He does not need people to offer anything for His survival either. What
does God want from us? Skip down to verse 30: “The times of ignorance God overlooked,

but now he commands all people everywhere to repent.” God calls us to repent of our sins and
accepts His salvation grace. God has great joy when people receive Jesus as their Savior and
Lord. The Philistines carved gold into shapes that represented their plague to compensate for
their mistakes. Similarly, Jesus came into the world as a man. One man died on behalf of the
whole mankind. One life compensates all of our sin debt. God’s grace is free because it is
priceless. We can never do enough good work to exchange for God’s acceptance, nor can we
afford the price tag for our sins. Jesus Christ had made the compensation for our sins. All we can
do is to accept Him by simple faith. It is like the lyrics of a traditional hymn: “Jesus paid it all,
all to Him [ owe. Sin had left a crimson stain. He washed it white as snow.” God does not need
our stuff. He wants our hearts. True worship is not about presenting a gift to Him, hoping to get
some reward in return. It is about building a relationship with God. Whenever we drop some
money into the offering box, or contribute our time and talents in ministries, everything must be
presented with love. God loves us first, and we love Him back.

3. %HE#RYZEF] Condemnation to the People

The ark was now back in Israel. The responses of the Israelites showed how far they had
departed from the faith. Because of their sins, God cast down His condemnation. Verse 13-15 tell
us what happened next. The Israelites offered those two cows as a burnt offering. According to
the Law, only a male animal can be sacrificed in a burnt offering. But the more serious mistake
was putting the ark on the rock for people to see. God asked His people to conceal the ark at all
times. Normally, the ark was placed in the Most Holy Place of the tabernacle. It must be covered
with three layers of cloth even when people transported it. God assigned the sons of Kohath as
the only movers. No one was allowed to peek at or even touch the ark. Now the Israelites treated
the ark like an antique car and put it on display when it arrived at Beth Shemesh. Based on the
book of Joshua, it was one of the cities allotted to priests. How come the priests did not cover up
the ark immediately? They were as ignorant as Eli’s two sons who stole meat from sacrifice.
When Christians do not uphold God’s truth, they will follow the world’s standard to please
people. The Bible says marriage is between one man and one woman. Some churches say: “We
should celebrate the love between people of the same gender too.” The Bible says Jesus is the
only way to salvation. Some churches say: “God can’t be so narrow-minded.” God puts us in the
world to reflect His glory. Some churches say: “God wants you to get rich and enjoy life.”
Preaching the truth will most likely offend some people. May the Lord give us courage and
wisdom. When I go see a doctor, I hope to hear the facts, not just good news. I want him to point
out obvious and potential problems, then inform me how to correct those issues. God condemned
the Israelites and struck some of them because they violated God’s holiness. Instead of asking
why God judged them, the Israelites reasoned that they should find a place to store the ark.
Continue to read 6:20 to 7:1. The residents at Kiriath-jearim were Gibeonites. They belonged to
a Canaan tribe. Back then when Joshua led the Israelites to conquer Canaan, the Gibeonites
deceived them to sign a peace treaty. God’s people then made an oath that they would preserve



the lives of the Gibeonites. Later, they realized that the Gibeonites were actually local people.
The Israelites could not take back their promise. Therefore, they assigned the Gibeonites and
their descendants to chop firewood and carry water for God’s people and the altar. Now they
would take care of the ark. In particular, Abinadab’s son Eleazar would be responsible for this
important task. Eventually, the ark stayed in his home for twenty years until king David sent
people to bring the ark to Jerusalem. During that long period of time no one wanted the ark
because people were afraid of it. But God blessed the faithful service of the Gibeonite family. A
foreigner had the privilege to get access to God’s presence. The same question lingered in the
mind of the Philistines and the Israelites: “Who is able to stand before the Lord, this holy God?”
(6:20) Nobody can come to Him except those God allows. In the Old Testament time, animal
sacrifice temporarily cleansed people of their sins. Only the High Priest could get near to the ark
once a year. When Jesus came, He atoned for our sins on the cross. Paul says in Colossians 1:21-
22 — 21 And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, 22 he has now
reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you holy and blameless

and above reproach before him. No one can stand before God. But Jesus removed our sins
through His blood. He is the Mediator who leads us to the Father. In Jesus, we have been
reconciled with God. Today, we come before God without fear because we know that we have
been accepted by Him. We approach God not because we want to tap into His power. Rather, we
get near to Him to express our adoration, joy and thankfulness.

4&5m CONCLUSION

We must submit ourselves to God, rather than trying to subdue His power for our use. The
Philistines and the Israelites made the same mistakes. They were only interested in using God.
Hence, a source of blessings turned into a cause for curse. That reminds me of the legend of the
Trojan Horse. Scholars debate if the story was a historical event or it was only a myth. The
Greeks laid siege around the city of Troy. One warrior named Odysseus came up with an
ingenious plan. A giant wooden horse was made. Some Greek soldiers hid in its belly. They then
towed the horse to the city gate. After that the soldiers retreated. The people of Troy thought the
war was over and the horse was a gift. Horse was a sacred animal to the Trojans. They brought
the horse in without any suspicion. They let it sit in the town-square while the leaders discussed
what to do with it. Meanwhile, the Trojans spent the night in wild celebration for the victory. The
Greek soldiers came out from the horse when their enemies let down their guard. Eventually, the
Greeks took over Troy. A source of blessings turned into a cause for curse. We are destined for
destruction as sinners. But God loves us and sent His Son Jesus Christ to shoulder the curse of
sin on the cross. God in His wisdom turned a tool for death penalty into an instrument of grace.
The world despises the cross because it sees no use in it. But Christians take pride in the cross,
because it reminds us how undeserved we are, but yet Jesus loves us anyway. Praise to our Lord
and Savior!



LT Y% Unmatched Rival 9/25/22
R EEC 1 Samuel 5-6

5]& INTRODUCTION

NEEER TEANZMERNES - B2 E M MEAEERE Ik - fe I8t G il
7 - A NEHEFYIE LY - #fTY N NRHEE AR AT E o A /NEIRAL
IHER - B AFIARED (TR B CAE R RHERE ~ SRS 20T - WOEEE T - 12
FEGEN T fRELEHYREEY - LY EEGREMFIREAN - £33 A
TEMTHE B ASRERAEARRE - PUHEREZERITE - BFHES RIS EE T H
BRHVEES - E—TRERMHREFEHIL AFTH T DAESIA - LT > QiEeHaE - JF
M NHEAMEFE T2 L OV NS BRIV EEY) - e B HS R SEan B B DL 3]
NFTHOR R HERR » (BE—K - DLESIRIHA REEHAY TR o BHIRFIE A
s IEHEEERE SR REEEA] o MFIRRISE] T fHRE RV o BRI AFHE
SEC TBUME > SRS ESE - AR > (HERIIHIAYRE TS AT By - 3R
FabEAR - A 2 BRI RE D EE LA -

fi#fE EXPLANATION

1. [aEZAYHEEL Confrontation to the Pagans

LS AL KBS s 7 IR A« M R G s 2 i A A TR R By
PRERRBIIRE - Bt WHEPREGER] L NSRRI ARG - IR BGELY
MEREI B 2€ - FRIRA L ARV IL(E EEI 2 — - FHESHEBHE R R - 5
5 B 3-5 BT M MGG o FEA L ASE BRI I —E I & 45
T REVEE ST » WEBAEIRAYEE B2 28— 5% - &SR ARG T T EECIHE
Al - BFANERE > IBFIEELL R EARES] » & BRI E N ARAYEFHE - EHYEEM
FHETE T - A AL EEAT SR 7] AR AT - (BB EE N #E SR
2 o PREEEMFIZELE 2:10-11 5% ¢ 10 M—UJ{ER EAY ~ #LEHY - IS TEY > AR
fiREy A TR > 11 A TR TSR E L, o BESREERE O - ARG

) BFEE NI~ REEFUHEE - AR E S A ERAK AR - FR RIS SR AT AR -
HAFERZ A BE o BT F GIEF L AR E R MAEEGSE - 52 A
SFFECHAEST ~ MPIRIEGHE - IRE SIEMEHEE AL ? (R LEBRIRER - &
BIREA R - SRAUER A » (RS REEEEFAZEE ? fREh A
FEETIRFEER AR SEIR K L E E 2 HE RS BPI e K AT A 25 > 280%
HEERMArANERE - B AERERMIHEEM EROVTE > HHg
ke - BEIAERELFIA SRR - g ERIey.L e FLZeE - 5
A ERE B K B - Em Mg - sk MEE - AP



ZA% > 1 N AHRER IR E(E - SR MIEERTE S 6-7 B - M REEE AL Z (T
JERRIR » AMER AR FE R M - B LUSIERHE - SO & AR B4
RERVANEER - FE55 6 B - FEFIE A GRHGRELE BRIBEHEK - [NIE > B F R —TEH
ERERRNEIER o —EIEA L ANEESSET - AMEERMEDE > AFMRER
HETRHVBERLN © £5 5 B > TRy T, EEEEREHIE TR - JEFH A H
eI A - AR - RRIEIBER I - I TRy
MEEER ARy - TET FERAVRARESE o NI - M TERREE R AR - Al
Y& BRAERM T L e - AP BRI R AOE | 8tk > b0 B 2IEEEA
BRI o MRS THRRIZERIREST » 2RI - MU A s RN T TR S
il e =B T - ERURHHGEEFEIORE - MM AR B E 2R
BRGEw o E G —UEEE - BIRERS T EE A - BEEFE IR
> R R T RS - B - WENRIE - P EZIEHE BiEE - 52
PR EZ TR M AR B - DHEEZ R BRI E CHVEER o IEIRIELF
RS IRAVZT > N BT IRERA - (REMFIER R MEIRA MR % - FH
B HERMEMAIRI (R E RE i E BT - A EHRME LR > A2 3
AT KEVRHEEA EE -

2. HREAYEE(E Compensation for the Problems

FERIE N TERFIMR L I LA - BT R L S B A5 ERI R - BB
B 6 TS 4-6 B AYETE] o FEFIL A A S M EELINE - NI -
I RRE G — LGP ACT SAAVIEAS - A FIRVELRRE IERERY - (B2 M MIAEE 7 e
Yy - TESERCAHETE > LESFEEEARES AEL © MR HEEAFER
FrE Ry EDR | I ErinERZ S5 s LIV ] - b R PE E tiEgE

[y o FERIE NS (s RATHEEEEE - (RE SRR B 7 —EREfE
PUR S SRR - MRMT2H 2R H5ESRAE0K > st 2EE sy - BEPE
AL BB ABYSGIR - HLASE RV E R - BRI R MIAEE - &
HAFHmTT OB > 2 BRI E I - AV EIelEBAMSEaRAIT Ry - (EHEAM
e St [ AR o FEFE ARV RERE B N A ZIR AN - L FIHIEY
FAE—E N —GREP52 T EANERANZES - IR E AN EERERAERE -
55 7-9 B - AMRHEIRRGE LLES o MTFE T —(ERE A ARE o S T
— T AGE XL - TR EERE MBI RS - AR FHES T RUE
—(EErAAE T o MR ETT RN > DURRIRIE S S B o W& R FEER
HFIE N > FEEE TRBRAVRY: - HEEAE - R PERANTHZ T —E
EFILLES] > —E e RIE Ry o FIFEIEAFEN L ARG E - fil
MEERR R > RAMMHRECER 7 - —E LK ISR e
TG - )25 BB PSR B - RE5EE—HVEM - E{E5E
PREEZIMESLIRE - MRS [EIB0 LREAYEZAE - MAEFEREITE 17:24-25 thfatHfl Iy



$EER ¢ 24 T AUETH A A EIR > BER R E - BN EATRTSHEL 0 25
AR ATIRSE - raEVDETE © ORI Ed ~ RE - &Y BGEEA - el
Y o tHLLE CHYRETTHERFEST > TEALER MRV » A2 — (8 o] PUBHESF
FACP IR EG o AT A FIR E AR P A 284 - IR (TR 7 56
3067 ¢ T ASEBRIRAIAYIHEE - (A B EE o S AII S R A ARSI -
HIF = He MR8 TR OOl 52 A RO B« B =10 A MRS AR BRI Ry LT Re
FERAEEESE o FEFIL A T REZ AR PR AR ERE(E - [F5E > BB
SR B2 E M B o —(E A2 NSRRIEE C - — [ darE 7 RMIFTaErY
JRME - MHHVEHE R - N TEEERY o« ITKEEELUFT RAGR AR 1E
> B ETA R B CAVIRT B AUE - B E DRI MIEVIRIE LI E - TP
REMEE S BB ALY (E LR A - Bl — R R REGE © | EERGES - IR
(s - EEOREESHL - EOREEE A o ) A TEEIIRYIRY - A
Ay o HIERVEFRA ER IR BEI&GEH - AARA LIS E—LEE - SR SR
VB R - BERITREERAZTRGE > B0 TR 28R E - — VI EZ
EHINE » HLARERM > ARIMTAZMEE]E -

3. %AE %RV H Condemnation to the People

SMEIRAERIE] T LA - DLESIARY S ERIM M (REE (S (1A 2= - B ELERY

JE > (HEEFIMAT - 55 13-15 B dealidkMIRE TG ARV - LESI AR EaF
BRRRESS - ARIBAE MR AER EARVENY) - HEBEAVHERE - TR
FEEO EENERE o HERIH T RAFIBIGIEAK - B > BREREGRAVEE
Fit » BIEA ARE - AR =@M E o EIREHERY 51 Rt — IR AERY

A e AR AEA T LB R EELME - TAELIESIEORE F S EE - f£EREN
FHREEE - MRIBLIF LR - A RE R ICE R AT 2 — « KETEEAE LY
fEEEEARE 2 fLMTE AR LARIH W {18 5 TR AT & A B EA R < (e H R
fl P ez IR SRR ARG A - BEAERRAS IR — R —FF - —S3gai © T 3(M
EZE ORI 2 MAVE - ) BEEGRINIRE R — R - —23gai « "1
FTREAE DR o ) FHERMTBHE SR h > DIty - —2630ger © |
HEIRBEERNE A4S - ) FHHEHER gL - FEHGIEMER
I - BEREERER - BmEiEsEE > A RIEE AR - R4
HHEERVEE R RS - AR ST pE B S SE R - 1z HI LS > T8ERe T
Hep—£ > WM EIL 7HEVER - FRUESIAIRA Ry T -
it PIwe R MERZ T — (it 5 RS MRUGRGEEZK - S54ESEE 6:20 21 7:1 - BESIHIMEYER
A o PRk o EFEE A OS] A EAR Y > B AR
B AP s TROSP-REY 1Y T RIBRAEEE (RER B A By ay - (&2 - 38R A
NFAGEERAVEER - PLEOS AR A MG - R - tiRE R AR
IR T R (A T BRI S B SR HOK » SRAEMIH T IRE <FEUME - SEbb sy 51D

7



HMEEf S FEHE RS © &5R > EREf R 5 > ERIRETIRAIELY
BB EI RS - FEANMRRIY—ERAFREHE - I8 NBEESEITEUME - (RA AFIERE
E e BitRE EEERENEORS - E—FIMNEAF @SRRI EALE - JEH
B AMPAESIARLO T AEREIFRE s IS BB A AT ILTE 7 |

(6:20) [ T #eHRaTHIANZIN » 723 N AT LIREHEIE AT » FEEELIR - BRE)
L T AMIRYIR - FEHAREE A LIFEITAIE— R o EARARARHIIRHEE > 4
FE+FIR BRI TEIE - FREETEIERPEE 1:21-22 57 21 {RITERTEHIEE - [NE
BT LEE AR - 22 BENSMAEE A ERIARS 250 - WIRMELE ORI - &8
AT B A ST RIS (2 E CEAT - 728 ARELSEMHERT © B
R FHAE BT MR K T FAMIRITE - HE 5 B ESCHATHY F R - fERREREE - 3%
ARG - SR - FRITREIHE AT FEZREE - N AEMICE gz T -
PRI AHATE R Ry F APV I AATRE ST » FRFERATHUR By 7 AP S8 -
EUENIEH -

&%:m CONCLUSION

BRI > A S E R A HTRE S TEEGER - FERIE AFILLEST AL
TEIBRREEER o AP AR R R o RIE - OirEAVIRBREE R T CEHAVEEIN iSRRI
TS T RIS B GCHIEER - S5 M FamE (B S — R B HE R U2 —
ol o EHFA R BB S O o — L A BRI N EH T — (X5 2D Ay -
R N T —IEE RIS - —S7m il L e CHIRE 1 - AP S
FICT - Z21& > ERFIREER T - FRE P ALLAEE DGR - BRI L LIy
V) - BERE T ARTHERENY) » P2 BT RS T A, o SHhET a0 (o 2
AERE » NRIEEHAEHEENES L o BLIEER - R8P AR EE A -
B NIRRT - iR B A K - 1% > W AEH 7RIS - DiEny
JREHSERE T PUEHAEEN - fERIRA > IROVEE Bz - EHERMT - WIRAHY
ST HREREE A 28 B T IRAYITEH - (ks ity B — (R TR 885K
TR o HRE IR > INRER KT FIREEME - (FRAERE > T
IRIEZ IR B SRS AR - (B iEm AR EEZE A - SR HAMIY LR
F !



