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INTRODUCTION 2|2

On that day, Jesus and His disciples were traveling toward the south. He was on His final
journey to Jerusalem to die on the cross. As they passed through Jericho, Jesus encountered a tax
collector named Zacchaeus. Through their interaction, Jesus reiterated His purpose to call people
into the Kingdom of God. Even today, our Lord is sending us out for the same search and rescue
mission. If we believe in the gospel then we must also share the gospel. Jesus is the only way to
salvation. God is willing to give grace to those who do not deserve it.

EXPLANATION fi#f&
1. Resistance for the Lord R, FHY[EmE

In the story, Zacchaeus faced some resistance for the Lord. He had to overcome some problems
before he could see Jesus. Zacchaeus was a chief tax collector. Some of you know the historical
background about that profession. At that time, Israel was a territory of the Roman Empire. The
government sold tax-collection rights to the highest bidders. Jewish tax-collectors paid the
required amount they received to the central government, then they pocketed the rest. Therefore,
it was an opportunity to gouge profit from their Jewish peers. They labeled tax-collectors as
traitors. People had no choice but to pay whatever those officials asked for. You may have that
experience before. Our family went on vacation in July. We visited amusement parks during the
day. The food was a few times more expensive than elsewhere. We ended up paying more for
lunches in the parks, than dinners outside the parks. I told my boys: “You’d better sweep up the
crumbs because they’re worth a few dollars!” Obviously, no one likes tax-collectors. They had
everything, except the acceptance from the public. On a certain day, Zacchaeus heard a
commotion when Jesus arrived. He was aware of the things Jesus did. He performed miracles to
heal the sick and cast out demons. He also taught with authority. Zacchaeus wanted to see Jesus.
How does He look like? But Zacchaeus had to overcome some resistances. First, there were
some external barriers. It would be dangerous for him to walk into a big crowd because no one
liked him. What if someone gave him a push or a bump? People might even step on him if he fell
on the ground! Second, Zacchaeus was a short guy. He could not see Jesus unless he stood at the
front. Zacchaeus was a smart man. He climbed on a tree. From that vantage point, he could
safely see Jesus. Besides those external barriers, Zacchaeus also had an internal barrier. He
surely knew that he was sinning against God and His people in his daily work. Who was he to
get near to a holy man like Jesus? It would be better to keep a distance from Him. Zacchaeus did
not want a hand-shake, an autograph or a selfie from Jesus. Just took a peek. Then Jesus went on
His way and Zacchaeus resumed his life. Many seeker friends assume the same approach today.
They may look up information on the internet about the Bible. It is a contact-free way to study
about God. They keep a distance even when they go to a church. They come to our Friday dinner
or drop their kids off to children’s ministries. Then they stay on the outside to observe. That will
avoid any pressure to become believers. How can we help those Zacchaeus around us cut down
their resistance for the Lord? Just treat them as your friends. Show them that you are a normal
person like them. You have a day job and a family. You have the same concerns about issues like
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the pandemic, inflation and crime. When opportunities come up, you can tell them how a
relationship with Jesus means to you. How He helps you cope with the anxieties and problems
you face. How Jesus gives you real joy and peace. How Biblical principles guide your decision-
making. How God’s truth make you a better employer, student, parent or spouse. Then they will
know Jesus is not only a fictional figure to study. But He is actively living in our lives.

2. Acceptance from the Lord #% F HYE4A

Zacchaeus made an effort to minimize some resistances for the Lord. He was hoping to get a
glimpse of Jesus. In the end, he received acceptance from the Lord. Zacchaeus’ heart was
pounding as Jesus was approaching. Finally Jesus walked by. Just when Zacchaeus thought
mission was accomplished, Jesus looked up and asked Zacchaeus to come down. Do you notice
in verse 5 that Jesus addressed Zacchaeus by name? How did Jesus know Him? For sure
Zacchaeus was a well-known person around town. He was perhaps one of the few guys on the
scene wearing fine clothes. Besides all those possible explanations, it also implies that Jesus is
the all-knowing God. There are many records in the gospels that show Jesus even knew the
thoughts in people’s mind. Before Zacchaeus knew Jesus, Jesus already knew Him. He said to
Zacchaeus that He would stay at his house that day. Jesus really had some thick skin. He did not
even ask Zacchaeus for permission. I will not dare to say to you: “I get intel that you’re having
steak and lobster tonight. Add a pair of chopsticks for me.” Zacchaeus had the money to prepare
the best food and wine. But he did not have the courage to make the request. Why embarrassed
himself? Jesus would more than likely reject his invitation. In many culture, eating together
symbolizes friendship and mutual acceptance. Zacchaeus was accepted by Jesus. Therefore, he
responded with joy. The crowd must be shocked by Jesus’ announcement. Verse 7 tells us their
reaction: And when they saw it, they all grumbled, “He has gone in to be the guest of a man who
is a sinner.” Notice that they did not condemn Zacchaeus, saying: “Who do you think you’re to
eat with Jesus?” They judged Jesus for His decision. We see a similar attitude from the religious
leaders in the gospels. They showed no joy when Jesus healed patients who suffered from
diseases or possessed by demons for a long time. Instead, they disapproved Jesus for helping the
wrong people on a wrong day or in a wrong way. Jesus’ kindness exposed their hypocrisy. They
were supposed to show God’s love to everyone. By showing no compassion, they built a wall
instead of a bridge between God and His people. They determined they were too holy to be
contaminated by sinners. Perhaps they also thought that the temple was so sacred that it could
not be polluted by filthy people. They reasoned that people had to come clean before they could
approach God. Jesus showed the crowd that no sinner, not even Zacchaeus, was beyond the reach
of God’s love. Jesus once said that He did not call for healthy people, but the sick ones. It is like
a hospital is for treating patients. It will be unthinkable for a doctor to reject anyone for being in
a bad shape, or to kick them out because their groaning will disturb a peaceful environment.
Likewise, God’s salvation is for all who need a spiritual treatment. A church is not a club house
where only registered members can enter. If Jesus welcomed anyone, so should we. Our task is
not to screen certain people out and determine that they do not deserve God’s grace. Our work is
to guide people to the Savior. We need to accept people as they are, even though we should not
condone their sins. Most churches may not have visitors who are drug addicts, ex-convicts or
homeless. But every seeker friend shares the same spiritual condition because they run away
from God’s family. Our job is to show them the right way home.



3. Repentance to the Lord [ F AV

Zacchaeus knew that he was accepted by Jesus. Next, he expressed his repentance to the Lord
through actions. Zacchaeus told Jesus that he was willing to share half of his wealth to the poor
and repay four times the money to those he had cheated. That was way above the norm. The Old
Testament Law dictates 20% as the compensation for a similar offense. For example, Numbers
5:6-7 say: 6 “... When a man or woman commits any of the sins that people commit by breaking
faith with the Lord, and that person realizes his guilt, 7 he shall confess his sin that he has
committed. And he shall make full restitution for his wrong, adding a fifth to it and giving it to
him to whom he did the wrong.” Zacchaeus made it clear that his repentance was sincere. He
said it openly so that people could testify to his promise. Notice that Jesus had yet to point out
Zacchaeus’ sins. Did Zacchaeus know that he oppressed people? Of course he did. But being in
the trade, he could not help but keep squeezing money from his Jewish peers. Jesus’ acceptance
gave Zacchaeus a motivation to change. All of a sudden, money became less important to him.
He desired after Jesus’ holiness. The apostle Paul went through a similar conversion experience.
He shares in Philippians 3:8 — Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth
of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count
them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ. In comparison to knowing Jesus, Paul saw his
background, education, social status and everything else as worthless. That does not mean we
have to donate all our wealth, sell our house and quit our job before we can become Christians.
But there has to be a change in our perspective when we decide to follow Jesus. We surrender
the ownership of our possessions and our lives to Him. We maintain the same daily duties. But
from now on we do everything for God’s glory. The question for you is: have you experienced
any change in your life after you became a believer? Does the Holy Spirit alert you to any area
that needs adjustment? It can be some obvious and hidden sins. Do you need to seek forgiveness
from the people you wronged? Or perhaps you need some changes in the use of time and money.
It can be your life priorities and plans for the future. It can be the way you think, talk and dress.
The Holy Spirit does not only point out issues that are contrary to God’s will. He also gives us
the strength and determination to grow to be more like Jesus. Repentance is a two-step process.
We need to turn back from our past, but also turn toward God. The results are joy, contentment
and freedom from sin. At the end, Jesus affirmed Zacchaeus’ new life and He reminded people
His mission in the world. Read verses 9 and 10: 9 And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has
come to this house, since he also is a son of Abraham. 10 For the Son of Man came to seek and
to save the lost.” Zacchaeus was a descendant of Abraham by birth. By receiving Jesus’ salvation
grace, Zacchaeus also became a spiritual descendant of Abraham by faith. Just like Abraham
believed in God’s promises by faith, Zacchaeus and any person must accept Jesus by faith.

CONCLUSION f#fE

God is willing to give grace to those who do not deserve it. The word “see” is a key term keeps
repeating in the passage. Our judgment depends on how we see ourselves and others. Zacchaeus
wanted to see Jesus out of curiosity. But Jesus saw the spiritual need in Zacchaeus. The crowd
was upset when they saw Jesus accepting a notorious sinner. As Christians, we need to see
people the way God sees them. Everyone needs God’s grace. We also need to help people see
themselves in the eyes of God. They need to see the beauty of God’s holiness, and seek after it.
Jesus is calling us to continue this search and rescue mission to bring people into His Kingdom.
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