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2|2 INTRODUCTION

Last time we looked at the role-model of a godly family. Elkanah took his family to an annual
trip to worship God at the tabernacle. He and his wife Hannah gave their son Samuel away to
serve God while he was still a young toddler. Today we compare that with a completely opposite
picture in Eli’s two sons. They had no love for God. When people see misbehaving children, the
first thing they will ask is how they are raised. That is before they blame the neighborhood, the
school and friends. Children are gifts from God. He entrusts parents some important tasks to help
their kids to receive Jesus, and love and obey Him. Just like a school cannot replace a home to
convey moral values, a church cannot substitute parents to instill spiritual values. Parents are
accountable to God as for how we bring up our children. The spiritual lesson in our passage
today is evident: God will honor those people who honor Him.

fi#F2 EXPLANATION
1. FEEf Contempt

We will study the passage by pondering on three words. The first word is contempt. Verse 12-15
tell us how Eli’s two sons showed contempt to God. Verse 12 sums it all. The two men were
“worthless” to God because they contributed nothing to His Kingdom. Also, they did not know
God. They had some knowledge of God but they had no personal relationship with Him. Their
spiritual condition explains their wicked deeds. First, they defiled animal offering. They asked
servants to snatch meat while it was still boiling. They specified that they wanted raw meat.
Perhaps they preferred some medium-cooked barbecue steaks. They did not only ask for meat,
they even wanted animal’s fat. In those days, people had little idea about cholesterol and heart
disease. They considered fat as the best part of meat. For the same reason, fat was only reserved
for God in animal sacrifice. Leviticus 7:25 says: “For every person who eats of the fat of an
animal of which a food offering may be made to the Lord shall be cut off from his people.” The
two men did not only steal from the people they served. They stole it from God for personal
enjoyment! It is like employees using a church van for family vacation, or hosting a private party
in a church gym. They misuse God’s properties. Besides seizing meat, the two men also engaged
in immorality. Read verse 22: Now Eli was very old, and he kept hearing all that his sons were
doing to all Israel, and how they lay with the women who were serving at the entrance to the tent
of meeting. They had a bad reputation over the whole nation. They showed contempt to the
sacrificial system and to God’s requirement for purity. Some Israelites would definitely stumble
in their faith as a result. They might wonder why bother to worship God at the tabernacle when
part of their offering would be taken away. While the two men were messing around, we cannot
help but ask where Eli was. He did convict his sons in verse 23-25. Eli’s rebuke was perhaps too
little and it came too late. His sons had hardened their hearts toward God. In verse 25, Eli
compares sinning against another person with sinning against God. The point is that a person can
present a guilt offering to God and provide compensation to the people being offended. But what
can be done if the wrong-doer treats animal sacrifice with contempt? Eli could have openly
disqualified his two sons from priesthood. In fact, their sins were punishable by death according



to God’s Law. But Eli condoned the rebellion of his sons. God gives us parents, especially the
fathers, an obligation to train up our kids with His Word. We need to give them the right
guidance before it is too late. A bad habit is like a tree seedling that pops up at a wrong spot. It
will gradually grow up to become a big tree if you do not pull it out in time. We know there is a
lot of bad influence in the world. One study says three-quarters of the children growing up in a
Christian home will depart from their faith after they go to college. That is alarming! We must
help children solidify their faith from early on. Do not be so naive that they will automatically
choose God after they grow up. A pastor told me that his kids must go to church as a family
when they were still living at home. I can tell you that sometimes my kids complain that they do
not want to come because the program seems boring or their buddies are not here. I will
encourage them to make the most of their learning opportunities. While they cannot control what
others will do, they must cultivate their personal relationship with God. Bringing our children to
the church is just part of the picture. They spend most of their time at home. They need to see
parents applying God’s truth in their lives. For example, they must witness forgiveness, honesty,
compassion and patience from you. Otherwise, they will conclude that Biblical principles are
only theories and stories that are irrelevant to daily life. Parents must be the spiritual leaders at
home. A healthy relationship with God will benefit our kids for the rest of their lives.

2. mi/e Content

While Eli’s two sons showed contempt to God, Elkanah’s family was content with God’s plans.
We see a sharp contrast between the two families in verse 18-21. Despite the bad example of
two priests, Elkanah, Hannah and Samuel just carried on their duties. Contentment will fill our
hearts when we enjoy what God entrusts us to do. We do our best for God and let Him take care
of the rest. Two things of note in verse 18. First, Samuel was ministering before the Lord, unlike
Eli’s two sons who turned their back to God. But what can a little boy do? He was not strong
enough to slaughter an animal, or tall enough to lay the sacrifice on the altar. He was unable to
teach people the Law because he was still learning ABC. He could pick up some firewood or
serve as Eli’s messenger. God does not evaluate our work based on the size of the tasks or the
results. It brings me a smile every time I pass by the kitchen on Friday and see a team of young
people cleaning up. We have a lot to learn from them. Nothing is insignificant in the house of
God if we put our hearts into it. Besides ministering before the Lord, Samuel was also wearing
an ephod. It is part of the wardrobe for a priest according to Exodus 28. An ephod is like a vest.
There were two gemstones on each of the shoulder areas. The names of six tribes of Israel were
engraved on one stone, and the other six on the second stone. Exodus 28:12 tells us the
significance: “And you shall set the two stones on the shoulder pieces of the ephod, as stones of
remembrance for the sons of Israel. And Aaron shall bear their names before the Lord on his two
shoulders for remembrance.” It symbolizes that a priest is shouldering the nation as he
approaches God. Besides those two stones, there were twelve other gemstones at the front of the
Ephod, each representing one tribe. The spiritual meaning is the same: a priest brings his people
to God. What Samuel had was surely not a full-size ephod that Eli wore. But it implied that
Samuel was a priest-in-training. It is like kids putting on little chef-hats and aprons aspiring to
become cooks. The special clothing gives meaning to the role. The same is true when a sport-
player puts on his jersey, a soldier in his uniform or a judge wears his robe. Similarly, you put on
Christ at all times if you are a Christian. If you take pride in your relationship with Jesus, you
will display godly characters through your attitude, speech and deeds. As Samuel continued to



grow, he would need bigger clothes. Therefore, Hannah brought a new robe to him once a year
when the couple visited him. It is hard to imagine how much Elkanah and Hannah would miss
their son. God blessed them with not one, but five children to make up for the loss of Samuel. Of
course, there is no such thing as replacement because every child is equally special. But at least
Hannah could enjoy motherhood with multiple kids. God will replenish what we offer to Him.
Perhaps He will give you a raise at work, or He provides you a way to save money. For example,
God preserves your health so that you can work as usual. He protects your home and cars from
wear and tear. Your kids get scholarships to cut down tuition. Elkanah’s family walked closely
with God. Verse 26 summarizes Samuel’s development with a positive note: Now the boy
Samuel continued to grow both in stature and in favor with the Lord and also with man. Samuel
did not only expand in size. God’s love and people’s delight in him also increased. God’s
definition of a blessed childhood is different from ours. Samuel did not get the best food, clothes
and toy. He never went to Disney. There is nothing wrong about those enjoyment. But love from
people and affirmation from God are more precious than material blessings. We should set the
same goals for our kids. They will naturally grow up, but they should also grow in God’s
wisdom. Hence, not only will people say that they are good boys and girls, but they are also
well-loved by God.

3. 7E3E Condemn

Eli’s two sons showed contempt to God. Elkanah’s family felt content serving God. The third
word we will consider is condemn. There is a consequence to sin. We do not like to hear it. But
since it is in the Bible, God wants us to learn from it. God sent a messenger to condemn Eli. Let
us listen to verse 28-29. That man of God reminded Eli that God picked the tribe of Levi to serve
Him. It is an utmost honor to become priests. They were responsible for three major ministries.
First, “to go up to my altar,” means to present offerings to atone for sins. Second, “to burn
incense” symbolizes praying for God’s people. Third, “to wear an ephod” represents bringing
Israel to God as we said earlier. A priest was a mediator between God and His people. However,
Eli’s two sons served themselves rather than serving others. They even stole the portion that was
reserved for God. They defiled the sacrificial system and defamed God. An analogy is showing
contempt in court. Everyone must stand when the clerk says: “All rise!” No one can talk unless
giving permission. People address the judge as “your honor.” Any violation can be treated as a
contempt to the legal system. Similarly, every sin is an insult to God because sin tarnishes His
holiness. Eli and his sons failed as leaders. Occasionally, we also hear some prominent Christian
leaders fall to sin. They founded big churches or ministry organizations. They wrote books and
delivered great sermons. All of a sudden, scandals broke out that were later confirmed. Some of
those leaders issued public apologies and stepped down. Others settled accusations with
compensation or were punished by the law. They hurt people and damaged the name of God.
Jesus once said: “More will be required from whom more is given. (Luke 12:48)” The higher the
position people reach, the more humble they should become. God put them there to serve Him
and His people. Those leaders should not abuse their authority to take advantage of others. God
knows our weaknesses and so does Satan. We must depend on God instead of ourselves. No
matter what God calls us to do, we should do it faithfully. Since Eli failed to discipline his sons,
God would judge the family. We will continue to read verse 30-31. The principle of “those who
honor me I will honor, and those who despise me shall be lightly esteemed” also applies in
human relationship. People will show favor to those who treat them well. But while people can



pretend to be friendly, God knows our hearts through and through. He is also gracious and
patience to wait for us to turn back in sin. But God will exercise judgment to those who are stiff-
necked. God decided to do a few things to Eli’s family. First, God would remove his family from
priesthood and install other people as replacements. That eventually happened when king
Solomon fired Abiathar, the last priest that came from Eli’s descendants. Second, God would cut
short the earthly life of Eli’s offspring. The death of Eli’s two sons on the same day would be a
sign of God’s judgment. That came true in chapter 4 when the Israelites lost in a battle with the
Philistines. Thirty thousand people were killed, including Eli’s two sons. When Eli heard the bad
news, he fell backward, broke his neck and died too. That was a sad ending to a priest’s family.
With the decline of Eli and his sons, God gradually raised Samuel as the next leader.
Unfortunately, history repeated itself later. Samuel’s two sons were corrupt when he became old.
People thus requested Samuel to find a king to lead them. But of course, no human leader is
perfect. God wants us to turn to Him in our despair and frustration. Ultimately, our hope is in
Jesus. He offered Himself on the cross as our atoning sacrifice. He bridges over the chasm of sin
and leads us to God. He never stops interceding for us in heaven. Jesus is the exalted High Priest.

4% 5w CONCLUSION

We see a big contrast between the two families. Eli condoned the sins of his two sons. God
eventually judged his family. Elkanah and Hannah fully supported Samuel to serve God. They
were subsequently blessed by God to have multiple folds. God will honor those who honor Him.
This Biblical principle was evident in the life of Eric Liddell. He was an Olympic champion
runner from England. The great movie “Chariots of Fire” was based on his stories. Liddell was
born in China by a Scottish missionary couple. The whole family were devout Christians. Liddell
was gifted in sports. He was chosen to represent his country in the 1924 Paris Olympics. He was
considered a strong favorite for the 100-meter race. Liddell later learned that the heats of the
event would take place on a Sunday. He refused to participate because he firmly believed that he
should treat the Lord’s Day as holy. He did not budge amidst intense pressure from the people
high up. Subsequently, Liddell was able enter for the 400-meter race as a resolution. By then, he
only had a few months to get ready for the Olympics. On the day of the final race, a teammate
gave Liddell a note, on which he quoted 1 Samuel 2:30 — “those who honor me I will honor.”
Eventually, Liddell not only won a gold medal, he also broke the world record. Liddell afterward
fulfilled his commitment and went to China as a missionary, where he later met his wife.
Liddell’s family was forced to leave when war broke out. But he determined to stay in China. In
1945, Liddell died of a brain tumor in a Japanese internment camp at the age of 43. A witness
recalled Liddell’s last word on his bed: “Surrender.” He surrendered everything to the Lord. A
young family lost their husband and dad. But countless people were inspired to imitate after
Liddell’s example. God will honor those who honor Him.
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