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2|2 INTRODUCTION

We will begin a new series of studies today. Last year we learned about the kings of Israel. Now
we will rewind a little bit and focus on the most important king in Israel: David. God described
David as “a man after His own heart.” Just like any person, David was far from perfect. Despite
that, he had a key role in God’s salvation plan. Before we talk about David, we will discuss
prophet Samuel who inaugurated David to be a king. The year was about 1100 BC. The Israelites
went through over two centuries of chaos after they settled in Canaan. They followed idolatry
and immorality of the pagans that God warned them before. Therefore, they experienced cycles
of sinning, judgment, crying to God for help, deliverance through judges and peace. The book of
Judges ends with these words: In those days there was no king in Israel. Everyone did what was
right in his own eyes. (21:25) Sounds familiar, isn’t it? It happens in any generation when people
make their own rules because they do not obey God’s standard. Israel was in a desperate
situation looking for a leader. People often search for a hero when they are in a mess. At one
time during my college years, no one wanted to be the chairperson of the student council.
Someone posted a few big words on a notice board. It is a quote from ancient Chinese history
that reads: “Isn’t there any capable person among us?” Few days later, another person added a
line underneath it: “’You can be a pioneer!” It is easy to complain. Step out and take the lead if
you truly care. God never abandons His children. He appointed leaders for Israel. Israel was
actually in a series of transitions: from a people group to a nation; from the last judge Samson to
the first prophet Samuel; and from worship in the tabernacle to the temple. God will also lead our
way if we follow Him by faith. We see that principle played out in the life of Hannah today.

% EXPLANATION
1. FETFHIRKE Misery of a Wife

Hannah was a wife of misery for two reasons. First, she could not conceive a child. Second, she
was mocked by the second wife of her husband because of that. The chapter begins by giving us
some background of this family. They lived in the area of the tribe of Ephraim. According to 1
Chronicles chapter 6, Elkanah was actually a Levite. His two wives were Hannah and Peninnah.
Perhaps Elkanah took a second wife because Hannah was barren. Abraham and Jacob did that
too. In all those cases, the wives became rivals. There is always a negative consequence when
people violate God’s command. Even though Hannah was despised by Peninnah, she had a
caring husband. We pick up the story by reading verse 3-8. Elkanah’s family remained faithful to
God in a time of spiritual disobedience. They went to Shiloh, where the tabernacle was, to
worship God once a year. The town was about five miles to the north of the future Jerusalem.
That is a good reminder to the Christian dads. God assigns you as the spiritual leader for your
family. Set a godly example to your family members. Guide them to love God and bring them to
the church. Hannah’s heart was filled with misery because she was infertile. A son means two
things at that time: a source of labor and a person to carry on the family’s name. The Bible says
children are gifts from God. Therefore, the Hebrews interpreted a wife with no child as a curse.
Verses 5 and 6 tell us Hannah suffered from infertility “because the Lord had closed her womb.”
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God is sovereign over all things. Having baby and its timing are never too trivial to God. He
gives us a lot of freedom to plan our education, career, marriage and parenting. But ultimately,
God makes things happen according to His will. Hannah’s misery got worse when she was
teased by Peninnah. Those hurtful words moved Hannah to tears. It is always a rude thing to
ridicule others in their misery. Besides, we have to be mindful of people’s situation. In my
former church there were frequently pot-luck home gatherings. Once a brother asked me why a
particular family never showed up. The family received help from others to support the husband
to attend seminary. Perhaps they did not have extra means to cook something presentable to
share with others. We need to be sensitive to others even when we celebrate God’s blessings.
Other people may not have what you have. However, we should not harbor any bitterness or self-
pity if we feel being less-fortunate. You may not be that rich or smart, you may have a humble
job or your children do not attend renowned schools. Do not think that God blesses you less. He
loves you more than money and material can quantify. Elkanah gave comfort to Hannah in her
misery. He reserved two times of the meat to Hannah than what he offered to Peninnah and her
children. Elkanah encouraged Hannah in verse 8: ... “Hannah, why do you weep? And why do
you not eat? And why is your heart sad? Am I not more to you than ten sons?” He tried to cheer
up a weeping wife. But he could have done so in a more tender way. A Bible commentator
suggests that Elkanah could have said: “You are worth more to me than ten sons.” This author
must be a great husband! The men among us need to take note. Hannah evaluated her self-worth
in terms of her ability to carry a son. Therefore, she needed affirmation that she was precious to
Elkanah no matter what. We can apply the same technique as we help people in their miseries.
We encourage them to look to God instead on focusing on how the world evaluates us. God
loves us the same no matter what we have or do not have; or what we can do or cannot do. God
creates us and He provides what He sees as the best for us.

2. ErERYEY) Mystery of God

Hannah was a woman of misery. Instead of hiding her pain, she turned to God. Next we will look
at the mystery of God. By that I refer to how God fulfills His plans behind the scene through our
actions. We will read from verse 9-11. After Elkanah’s comfort, Hannah went back to pray. The
“temple” in verse 9 means the tabernacle. The Jerusalem temple was not built until 150 years
later. Eli was the high priest at that time. Hannah made a pledge that if God gave her a son, she
would dedicate the child to serve Him. The notion about not cutting his head is related to the
vow of the Nazarites. A well-known example is Samson. According to Numbers chapter 6, both
men and women could become Nazarites. They volunteered to serve God for a designated period
of time. It is like today some Christians take time off work for various ministries. Hannah offered
her future son to serve God for the rest of his life. Was she bargaining with God? We can
certainly pray without making a pledge. Doing so will not make our prayer more effective.
Hannah’s concern was not to vindicate herself to Peninnah or just to complete her obligation as a
wife. She knew that it could only be God’s work if she conceived a son. Then the child was not
hers. It was God’s possession. He must have a special purpose for the child. Hannah showed us
the proper attitude for prayer. We do not only pray for our needs. We should also pray that God
will use what He offers us for His glory. It can be a baby, a job, a car, a house, a college degree
or our health. God wants to bless us first, so that He can bless others through us. Hannah pleaded
to God while sobbing and pouring her soul. Our emotions will not make prayer more convincing.
However, our feelings reflect our sincerity. We can express our sorrow, fear, doubt and even



anger when we approach God. He fully understands us. Eli was present when Hannah prayed. He
saw her lips moving without making any sound. He accused Hannah for he thought she was
drunk. Do we not sometimes commit the same mistake? We should not assume that we know the
whole story until we find out the facts. Do not rely on our imagination but do some
investigations. After Hannah clarified herself, Eli gave her a priestly blessing. Look at verse 17-
18. Hannah experienced God’s peace after she committed her need to God. The burden was
lifted off her shoulders. God will give us peace that surpasses all understanding as we pray to
Him. Philippians 4:6-8 is a beautiful promise. Before God starts changing our life condition, He
works on our heart condition first. We will still have concerns about our problem, but there
should not be worry anymore. Finally, God answered Hannah. We continue to read verse 19-20.
After the couple went home, they kept trying to have a baby. Prayer does not contradict our
human effort. In fact, prayer does not take away our obligations. Employees have to work hard to
put food on the table. Students have to prepare well for the next exam. We look for the best
doctor when there is a severe illness. God ministers His grace through the resources He gives us.
Verse 19 describes that God remembered Hannah. Of course, it does not mean that God forgot
her. It is the opposite. God was mindful of Hannah’s need. He took action when the right time
came. The same expression appears in Exodus chapter 6. God told Moses that He was about to
rescue His people from Egypt because He remembered the covenant He made with Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob. We may be absent-minded about the promises we made. But God will not. He
works in mysterious way through our circumstances to accomplish His plans. Eventually, God
gave Hannah a son. She named him “Samuel,” which can mean “God heard.” God graciously
granted her wish when He heard her misery.

3. FERYEEZE Ministry of a Family

Now Hannah got a son. Next, she fulfilled her vow and dedicated Samuel to serve God. This
offering is actually a ministry of the whole family. Hannah must seek Elkanah’s approval before
letting go of their son. Based on Numbers chapter 30, a father could accept or reject a vow made
by a child still living at home. Similarly, a husband had to endorse a vow his wife made. In verse
22 of our story, Hannah reminded Elkanah her promise to God: ... “As soon as the child is
weaned, [ will bring him, so that he may appear in the presence of the Lord and dwell there
forever.” This should not be the first time she made the request. Regardless, there was no refusal
from Elkanah. This godly couple agreed to give God their son for a lifelong service. Hannah
waited till Samuel had weaned before bringing him to Eli. At that time, it could be as long as
three years. We pick up the story in verse 26-28. Hannah had no reservation. The passage does
not tell us her emotion. I am sure she had struggles. Samuel would also suffer from separation
anxiety. Nowadays, some moms find it hard to drop off their children at school or to a nursery.
This past Monday little kids giggled when they got on a school bus, while their moms shed a few
tears. But Hannah had peace. Later, she expressed her feelings in another prayer. She begins in
2:1 by saying: ... “My heart exults in the Lord...” She reacted with joy, not sorrow! In giving
her only child away, Hannah also forfeited the joy of motherhood. She told Eli in verse 28 that
Samuel was “lent to the Lord.” There is an interesting word-play behind it. The word “lent” is
actually the root-word for Saul. Later, Saul became the first king of Israel because the Israelites
asked God for a king. It implied that they should not have made the request. God had appointed a
leader for them in Samuel. Now this future leader was lent back to God for service. But why did
Hannah give Samuel away so soon? A three-year-old kid is far from independent. He might



cause unnecessary burdens to Eli. Hannah brought Samuel to the tabernacle soon after he had
weaned. In other words, there was no delay in fulfilling her vow. From then on, Samuel would
learn from Eli to serve God. The couple visited their son once a year when they presented an
annual offering to God. Eli blessed them that God would give them more children. Hannah
subsequently had three more sons and two daughters. What a beautiful ending! The experience
of Hannah is about ministry of a family. Today parents and children should work as a team. If
God puts a burden on one person, then the whole family can discuss how to offer their support. It
surely takes faith when we offer to God, whether it is money, time or even our children. You
trust that the Lord will provide for your needs. After all, God gives us everything we need first,
so that we can return a portion to Him. God deserves our best, not the rest. Our offering to God
also reflects our love for Him and our priorities. For example, we should not wait till we have
secured our retirement funds and our children have graduated from school before we serve God.
You can start by doing small things. I once encouraged some students to consider giving God a
small money offering. It is a faith-growing process. If they are willing to give God a little, then
they will give Him more when they receive their paychecks. In some cases, God may call
children to full-time ministries just like He called Samuel. When children come to a certain age,
it is a decision between them and the Lord. Parents should give their support, knowing that
God’s way is the best way. But of course, becoming a pastor or a missionary is not the only way
to serve God. No matter what profession God calls each of us to do, it is a ministry in the work-
place. We use the unique gifts God has given us to serve Him in any career. This world needs
more doctors, teachers, scientists, businessmen, etc. who love the Lord. They witness God to
their employers, coworkers and people they serve through their work.

4Ex6 CONCLUSION

Hannah’s experience was a journey of faith. She committed her desire to God, and waited for
Him to make it happen in His right timing. God will lead our way too if we follow Him by faith.
On a bigger picture, Hannah’s story has a deeper spiritual meaning. Her infertility was an
indication of the spiritual unfruitfulness of Israel. The nation as a whole walked away from God
and indulged in idolatry. God answered the request of a humble lady. In doing so, God prepared
a leader for His people. Likewise, God cherishes our petition out of simple faith for ourselves,
our family, church and nation. But besides praying for specific needs, we should also make
ourselves available for God’s service. We say to God: “Lord, use me in any way that You see fit
to accomplish Your plan.”
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