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INTRODUCTION 5|5

Youth Sunday is a time to spotlight on our youth ministry. Our youth leaders deserve a lot of
credit for their faithful ministries all these years. Today is also an opportunity to send away two
college freshmen. We wish them well in their future journey. We will use the parable of the
prodigal son to encourage them and all of us. Many of you know the story well. Therefore,
instead of reading the whole passage | will summarize the story and highlight particular verses
where necessary. At that time, some religious leaders were upset because Jesus welcomed
sinners to come to him. Jesus explained His intent using a series of three parables — a shepherd
lost one of his one hundred sheep, a woman lost one of her ten coins and a father lost one of his
two sons. All three persons eventually found what they had lost. Then they invited others to
celebrate with them. Jesus repeated the moral at the end of each parable. Let me quote verse 7 as
an example: .. .there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner wWho repents...” The three
owners cared about what was lost. Their joy was not complete until the lost was found. Likewise,
although God is pleased with millions of Christians, He rejoices every time one more person is
saved. Therefore, do not be satisfied because you and your family members are believers. Go
find a lost soul and bring that person into God’s family. God welcomes the lost to come home.

EXPLANATION fi# s

Our focus today will be on the third parable. There are three main characters: the father and his
two sons. One day, the younger boy asked his dad for his share of inheritance. It is an utter
disrespectful thing to do in any culture. No family will divide a father’s properties until after his
death. The father could have refused the request. But he did what his son asked for anyway.
Money means freedom to the young man. He went as far as he could to look for pleasure. Too
much, too easy and too soon is seldom a successful formula for life. After he squandered all his
money, his so-called friends left him. He knew nobody in a foreign land. The only job he could
find was to feed pigs. It was a despicable thing no Jew would do because pigs are unclean
animals according to the Jewish Law. This young man was so hungry that he even wanted to eat
the pigs’ food. His life was even worse than those animals. Then he suddenly remembered a
merciful master: his own father! He treated his workers well and he gave them food. Why suffer
under the hands of this ruthless pig owner? Therefore, he gathered all he had left and headed
home. He even put together a script in his mind. Look at verses 18 and 19: 18 ... “Father, | have
sinned against heaven and before you. 19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son. Treat me
as one of your hired servants.” The Jews dare not utter God’s name because it is so sacred.
Therefore they frequently address God as “heaven.” The prodigal reasoned that he no longer
deserved to be a son. He would rather work as an employee. That would ensure food and a
shelter. Meanwhile, the father was strolling outside his farm. Suddenly, he saw a person in
shabby clothes approaching. It was his son! The old man dashed forward. In those days, it was
not an honorable thing for a senior person to run. But the father could hardly contain his joy. He
gave a warm hug and Kiss to this dusty and smelly son. The young man might had expected
anger and rejection from his father. But it was the complete opposite! Now the time came for the
son to say his script. Read verse 21: And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against



heaven and before you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.” A true confession must be
sincere. There is no excuse like “I was being careless” or “I didn’t mean to hurt you.” Humbly
admit the offense you caused to the person. Before the son could express his willingness to
become a worker, the father interrupted him. He asked his servants to quickly cover his son with
the best robe, put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. At that time, a ring also served as a
stamp and servants usually walked bare-feet. His status as a son was restored. The father also
ordered the servants to prepare a feast with a fattened calf. People in those days seldom ate meat
unless in special occasions. The son had anticipated a lecture but his dad called for a party to
celebrate. The father explained in verse 24: ‘For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was
lost, and is found.” ... The more important thing was to get his son back. He lost a substantial
amount of wealth. But he finally found the respect from his son. The young man thought he
found the freedom and happiness he dreamed about. But at the end he lost the provision and
protection from home and even his dignity. He understood that home is not a place of rules and
restrictions. But it is a safe haven filled with comfort, acceptance and love. The story can have
ended with the reunion. But there is another key lesson we can learn from the older son. He was
mad and did not want to go home because he thought his brother did not deserve a welcome.
Once again, the father broke the norm. He went out to persuade his older son. He repeated the
same reason: his brother was dead but now alive; he was lost but now is found.

CONCLUSION 4%&:64

It is quite evident that the father in the parable represents our Heavenly Father. He never stops
waiting for prodigal children to come back. God sees His relationship with us more important
than anything else. Young people: your parents look at you the same way. They may look old
and slow. They may not be as smart or strong as you. They ask you for help with their computers
and phones. They will miss you after you go to college when they need technical support or
someone to mow the lawn. But they cherish their relationship with you the most. You see, home
is more than food, your bed and a game room. Your parents are more than your cook, chauffeur,
alarm clock and ATM machine. Home is a place with warmth. It is where men can wear holey
shirts or no shirt. Messy hair and stinky feet are tolerated. Shower is optional, for no longer than
three days. You are accepted even at your worst and second chances are always available. No
matter what will happen, there is always a home you can go back to. Your family always loves
you, though your sibling may not show that all the time. Your title as a child is not earned and
can never be lost. With privilege also comes responsibilities. College is a place to transition to an
adult’s life. From now on, no one will put food on your table, or wash your dishes and laundry.
You will also pay your own bills, although your parents will put money in your bank account.
People will call you “mister.” Decisions you make will affect you more than your family. Doing
dumb things is part of growing up. Everyone went through the same path. But there are major
differences between an accident, a mistake and a sin. An accident is something you cannot
prevent or predict. A mistake is an unintentional error you commit as you work toward a goal.
However, a sin is something you do on purpose, knowing that it is contrary to God’s will. Your
parents have been trying to protect you from any accident and mistake. A clear sign of maturity
is to avoid sinning against God. Your parents will no longer be around you. But your Heavenly
Father is always with you. He is full of patience, compassion and grace. Even when you go
astray for a season, there is always joy and celebration as you turn back to Him. You may lose
opportunities but do not lose hope. God always welcomes the lost to come home.
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