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2]3 INTRODUCTION

Is the standard for right or wrong only a matter of opinions? Let us consider that with an old
story. A senior lady was watching the TV when the program was interrupted by a breaking news.
A car was driving in the wrong direction on a local highway. Knowing that her husband was on
his way home, she quickly called him. “Grandpa, you have to be careful. A car was going against
the traffic on highway 40!” The man replied: “One car? There are a whole bunch of them!” Of
course, that is just a joke. We will talk about homosexuality today. Is sexual preference just a
personal choice? Is it like some people must have some soup and hot-sauce for every dinner
while others eat a salad as a start and a dessert at the end? As Christians, we should understand
that God has the final say on everything. He sets the absolute standard for right and wrong.
Therefore, every idea we hear must be cross-check with the Bible. We should read everything we
get from the internet, news or social media with a clear mind. Ultimately, what matters is not our
feelings or what some experts tell us, but what God says in the Bible. God defines homosexuality
as a sin. As we said last week, various sins have different degree of impact. Moreover, God can
and is willing to forgive any sin if we confess it to Him. Homosexuality is not only about a sinful
behavior. Deep down inside, gay and lesbian people are using a wrong way to fulfill their
longing for building a close relationship with others.

fi#ZfE EXPLANATION

1. MRS HYEY) Sex is a Gift from God

Sex comes to mind when we think about homosexuality. Here is the bottom-line: sex is a gift
from God. First, we need to ponder on the issue about genders. Genesis 1:27 says: So God
created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created
them. God only created two genders. It is a fact that we are born with. Every hospital identifies a
new-born as a boy or a girl. Some so-called experts tell us that gender is a personal choice, and
you can change it any time you want. One website lists 245 different gender identities! | wonder
if that will cause more confusion than clarity. God’s design is for one man to marry one woman.
Look at Genesis 2:24 — Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his
wife, and they shall become one flesh. In general, God wants us to get married. The Bible does
talk about singleness. Apostle Paul tells us that singleness is a special gift from God to enable
people to fully devote their time to ministries. The notion of one flesh implies sexual intimacy.
Married couples can testify that sex is more than a union of two bodies. It is also an interaction
of mind and soul. God creates sex and He wants us to enjoy it in the confine of a marital
relationship. The Bible defines any sexual activity outside of marriage as immorality. The
secular world pushes the issue to two extremes. On the one hand, it trivializes sex and equates it
with other desires we have. It tells us that we can have multiple partners just like eating at a
buffet restaurant. On the other hand we are told that sex is dirty to even think about it. We must
go back to the Bible and understand God’s design. An object being misused does not decrease its
value. Some people do not maintain their cars regularly and they drive it like a bumper-car. But
those behaviors do not cancel out the original purpose of their vehicles. We can fully enjoy the
benefits of a car if we use it according to the user manual. Likewise, we can fully enjoy sex when
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we obey God the Designer. Paul tells us fulfilling each other’s sexual needs is an obligation in
marriage. Look at 1 Corinthians 7:4-5 — 4 For the wife does not have authority over her own
body, but the husband does. Likewise the husband does not have authority over his own body,
but the wife does. 5 Do not deprive one another, except perhaps by agreement for a limited time,
that you may devote yourselves to prayer; but then come together again, so that Satan may not
tempt you because of your lack of self-control. Spending time to pray alone is the only reason to
abstain from sexual intimacy between a couple. It is perfectly fine for a husband and a wife to
plan their intimate time, just like they plan family vacation. We can easily get busy with many
things but neglect our spouse. When | do pre-marital counseling, | always remind future couples
that sex is an area that needs a lot of communication. It is as important as money, career,
parenting, etc. Husbands are not weird if they have a stronger urge for sex than their wives do.
That is how God creates men. Someone said if a wife often uses headache as an excuse to reject
her man, then she needs to go see a doctor. In a family setting, parents must also find
opportunities to convey Biblical concepts about sex to their children. We have to do it wisely
according to their ages and maturity. They will have curiosity about the topic as they grow up.
People jokingly say that usually the only advice about sex most parents give to their kids is:
“Don’t do it!” If we do not give our children the right guidance based on the Bible, guess where
they will learn it from? Very likely, they will be influenced by movies, social media and their
friends. What they learn from school may not be Biblical either. You see, sex is an important
matter to everyone in a family. It is a precious gift from God. We will be blessed if we cherish it
following God’s instructions.

2. [E)MEseE R AR T Homosexuality Violates God’s Design

God’s will is for a man to unite with a woman in a marital relationship. As such, homosexuality
violates God’s original design. Paul says in Romans 1:21 — For although they knew God, they
did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their thinking, and
their foolish hearts were darkened. Sin is a defiance against God’s rules. If people do not choose
God’s standard, they will come up with their own standards. Spiritual rebellion will play out in
moral and behavioral sins. In the context, Paul goes on to list a number of different sins. Read
verses 26 and 27: 26 For this reason God gave them up to dishonorable passions. For their
women exchanged natural relations for those that are contrary to nature; 27 and the men likewise
gave up natural relations with women and were consumed with passion for one another, men
committing shameless acts with men and receiving in themselves the due penalty for their error.
There is no ambiguity that Paul is talking about homosexual acts. Pay attention to two words in
verse 26. God “gave up” those people who choose to sin. He let them have their way. It is like
allowing a kid to touch a hot stove or to fall down from jumping on a bed if he does not listen to
repeated warning. Then parents will say to him: “I told you so!” We either learn a lesson the
right way or the hard way. The second word we can ponder on is “exchanged.” People who
commit homosexuality exchange God’s best gift for a fake substitute. Satan spreads a lie that
homosexuality is an alternative form of love. Sin is always a bad choice. Temporary pleasure
will end up in shame, guilt and emptiness. Homosexuality is nothing new. The earliest record of
itis in Genesis 19. God sent two angels in the form of men to rescue Lot from the city of Sodom
because of its wickedness. Lot provided dinner and lodging for them. Verses 4 and 5 tell us what
happened next: 4 But before they lay down, the men of the city, the men of Sodom, both young
and old, all the people to the last man, surrounded the house. 5 And they called to Lot, “Where



are the men who came to you tonight? Bring them out to us, that we may know them.” The word
“know” is a direct translation of the term to mean having sex. It was outrageous that every male
in the city wanted to violate the two angels! You know the outcome. The angels pulled Lot’s
family from the house. Then God rained down burning sulfur to consume the city and its
inhabitants. This story is so significant that modern medicine calls homosexual acts as sodomy,
named after the city of Sodom. Later, God gave His clear orders in the Law. Leviticus chapters
18 and 20 have a long list of sexual perversions, including homosexuality, that were punishable
by death. God explains the reason behind His commands in 20:26 — “You shall be holy to me, for
| the Lord am holy and have separated you from the peoples, that you should be mine.” The
Israelites were about to go into Canaan. God did not want His people to worship idols and
practice the sins those foreigners did. Rather, they must be holy because God is holy. When we
believe in Jesus, God transfers us from the kingdom of darkness into the Kingdom of Light. We
should set ourselves apart from the evil norms of the fallen world. The world tells us that
whatever we do at home is our personal business. That is partially true. I can eat all the fatty
meat, fried chicken and potato chips | want. | cannot blame anyone if I end up with high
cholesterol and heart disease. However, Christians admit Jesus as Lord. We obey Him in and
outside of the church. We follow His guidance in every aspect of our life. Therefore, we should
remain holy in our sexual relationship too. Our decisions should not only bring benefits to
ourselves, but they should also bless others and bring God glory.

3. FEMYEAHLTEAYTT B Sinful Desire versus Sinful Act

When talking about any sin, we need to distinguish between a sinful desire versus a sinful act.
Jesus says in the Sermon on the Mount that angry at someone is the same as murder and impure
thoughts about a woman is equal to adultery. Sin is not only about our behaviors, but also about
our thoughts. We should exercise control over our mind lest Satan may lure us into sinning.
Some scientists wonder if certain people are born with a “gay gene.” If so, then they will
naturally become homosexual. An article published in the Science magazine in 2019 studied
almost half-a-million people in the U.K. It found that about 5% of the subjects have same-sex
experience. In conclusion, the researchers could not attribute that to the effect of one gene. They
said that sexual preference could be the compound effect of multiple genes and one’s life
circumstances. This gay gene theory misguides us into thinking that it is cruel to forbid people
with homosexual inclination to assume the lifestyle. Having certain impulses does not mean that
I should act them out. The society will not allow people who have urges on shooting others,
stealing or cursing to do whatever they want. The good news is that God can help us overcome
our sinful desires. Jesus gives us a new life when He saves our souls. Paul says in 1 Corinthians
6:9-11 that: 9 ... Do not be deceived: neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers,
nor men who practice homosexuality, 10 ... will inherit the kingdom of God. 11 And such were
some of you. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the
Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. Among other sins, Paul mentions homosexuality.
But he describes his readers: “Such were some of you.” God can change us no matter what kind
of previous sins we have. It can be gossip, lying, anger or pride. We often feel helpless whenever
we stumble in the same sins after we have become Christians. But God is our constant help when
we go to Him. Paul says in Galatians 5:16 — But | say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not
gratify the desires of the flesh. The inner struggle between choosing the sinful way or God’s way
is real. We can only win when we walk by the Spirit living inside us. A train will reach a correct



destination when running on the right track. We will choose to do God’s will if we obey the
guidance of the Holy Spirit. It will lead to favorable outcomes. Paul continues in verse 22-23:

22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23
gentleness, self-control... You should display all nine virtues if you are a Christian. Some
qualities may be more evident, others may be weaker. We will focus on self-control today. God
empowers us to exercise self-control over our desires. Freedom in Christ is not to do whatever
we want. But to do whatever that pleases God. A core issue to homosexuality or any sin is
whether we submit to our old self, or we submit to the Holy Spirit. Very often we treat ourselves
too nicely. It can be the use of time and money, or activities like shopping or entertainment.
Some young people sleep during the day and play at night when there is no school. If you cannot
turn off your computer or game-console, or put away your phone or credit card when you should,
then that thing has become your master. But Jesus should be our Master and we are His servants.
The starting-point to victory is to say to God: “Lord, I can’t overcome this without Your help.”
Getting rid of bad habits or sins can be a long process. But God is on our side if we are on His
side. In addition, your spouse, family members and Christian friends can offer you emotional and
spiritual support. They can pray for you and spend time reading the Bible with you. They can
also serve as your accountability partner to check on you frequently.

4&m CONCLUSION

Homosexuality is not only about a sinful behavior. It is a wrong way to fulfill a longing for inter-
personal relationship. Only God can gives us enduring contentment and joy. Like God does, we
should love sinners but hate sins. He can save anyone regardless of our past. The journey of
Christopher Yuan is a story of God’s grace and redemption. Christopher’s parents were thrilled
to know that he decided to follow the footsteps of his father Leon to become a dentist. Their
hearts were soon shattered when Christopher told them that he was gay. He began to lead a
promiscuous lifestyle in school. He soon became a drug addict and even a major supplier of
drugs. Before long, Christopher was arrested and was imprisoned. His mom Angela turned to
God when she felt hopeless about Christopher and her stormy marriage. Subsequently, both Leon
and Angela received Jesus. Since then Angela began to pray fervently for Christopher. His
parents continued to show unconditional love to him. Angela waited eight years before her
prayer was answered. One day, Christopher found a Bible in a trash can. He started reading it.
Back into his cell, he noticed someone wrote on the wall: “If you’re bored, read Jeremiah 29:11.”
It says: “For | know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not for
evil, to give you a future and a hope.” Christopher knew that God was speaking to him.
Therefore, he decided to surrender his life to Jesus. He understood that God wanted to use his
life experience to help others. While still in prison, he applied to the Moody Bible Institute and
was accepted. Christopher continued to pursue seminary education after he was released. He
later earned a doctoral degree. Christopher returned to Moody as a professor. He and his parents
also travel around the world to speak to young people and parents, in churches and conferences
about purity. Christopher states whether we have heterosexual or homosexual feelings, God’s
requirement for us is to stay holy.
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