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2|2 INTRODUCTION

Our past experience determines our present, and our choices today will affect our future. The
same principles apply to a country. I hated history when I was in school. There are so many
dates, names, places and events to memorize. That explains why I often failed in the subject.
However, I become interested in history after I grew up. I guess learning is fun when you do not
have to prepare for any test. We will observe Memorial Day tomorrow. It is a time to remember
the military personnel who lost their lives in previous battles. Regardless of how we look at wars,
we should respect those who risk everything to preserve our safety. [ am sure many people have
stories about the war heroes in their families to tell. The author of Hebrews also presents a list of
heroes in chapter 11. They did not fight for their country, though they went through challenges
for what they believed. They are all pioneers of faith. Their faith in God motivated them to
pursue God’s promises. God is the ultimate hero in their lives. As the author goes through their
names, it is like a senior figure sharing wonderful stories to some children. Let us be encouraged
as we recall the experience of those Biblical characters. We all need faith every day, especially
when things are not going as smoothly as we expect. Similar to those pioneers of faith , we need
to wait patiently for God to fulfill His promises. But since God is always faithful, we must walk
with Him by faith.

f#F2 EXPLANATION
1. (E0HY7EF Definition of Faith

The author begins by giving us a definition of faith. Let us read from verse 1-3. The term
translated as “assurance” in verse 1 can mean a foundation. Then the term rendered as
“conviction” can mean a proof. Putting everything in context, faith is the ability to foresee
something as if it is already a reality. Faith motivates us to press on toward that goal. Of course,
one’s wishful thinking cannot make something impossible to become a possibility. Dreaming to
become a bird cannot make you fly. The object of our faith is God instead of our capability or
circumstances. The author uses God’s creation as an example to illustrate his point. God made
the universe before the beginning of time. No one was present to witness His work. Therefore,
we need to accept it by faith that there is a Creator. However, we do see many proofs of God’s
creation. Think of God like an artist. You will notice a certain style in a painter, music composer
or movie director by observing their works. Similarly, God displays His characters in creation.
He is the Lord of beauty. No two sunset scenes are equal, just like no two autumn leaves have
the same shade of colors. God is also the Master of order. Our body is a very complicated
machine. Every cell, organ, nerve and chemical have to coordinate with each other to ensure
proper functions. God loves diversity too. There are plants and animals with various looks. Even
identical twins of human have distinct finger-prints. Police and FBI should thank God for that! It
takes a much bigger faith to believe that there is not a wise designer behind the world. With the
help of those and many other proofs, we know that God exists. Among all of God’s creation, He
only gave humans a soul, through which we can communicate with Him. He wants us to know
Him and build an eternal relationship Him. Verse 6 says: And without faith it is impossible to



please him, for whoever would draw near to God must believe that he exists and that he rewards
those who seek him. We need faith when we seek God. It is impossible to receive all of God’s
blessings if we do not acknowledge His existence. There are certain common grace that even
non-believers can enjoy. For example, sunshine, air and rain. However, there are some specific
blessings like eternal life that God will only give to those who believe in Him. God is mindful
that we will have doubts. After all, we have a finite mind and we live in a material world, but
God is spiritual. We must use faith to bridge across what is visible before we can accept an
invisible God. Although we cannot see Him, we can feel His existence. After God created the
world, He did not let it run by itself. Rather, He sustains everything by His mighty power. He
uses natural laws to maintain the world. There are rhythms like sunrise and sunset, four seasons
in a year, birth and death, etc. God is in full control of natural phenomena, world affairs and even
everything that happens in our lives. He has a plan for His created world, and He has a unique
plan for each of us. That is why people said history is His story. God allows certain things to take
place to accomplish His will. We see plenty of examples from the Old to the New Testament.
We will go through the stories of some pioneers of faith in this chapter. They walked with this
sovereign God by faith. The same God is also working in your lives. You will realize that as you
look back in your life. Have you wondered why you are sitting here today? Why did your
ancestors or yourself choose to come to the U.S.? Why do you come to this city? Why do you
pick a certain career? Why do you exist in the 21 century but not earlier or later? We can ask a
lot of related questions. Some people attribute everything to the so-called chance or fate, thinking
that everything happens randomly. They believe they just go through life, do certain things when
opportunities come then close their eyes when it is time to go. According to the Bible our life is
in God’s hand. He reveals His presence through our circumstances so as to lead us to Him. Only
by faith can we encounter Him.

2. {2/ HYE8HH Demonstration of Faith

After giving us a definition of faith, the author presents a list of pioneers of faith. Their lives is a
demonstration of their faith in God. The phrase “by faith” appears in each story. Because of their
faith and by relying on faith, they completed what God called them to do. We will focus on one
person every Jew admires — Abraham. His stories are recorded in Genesis. We will read from
verse 8-12. The author recalls three major episodes of Abraham’s life. The first snapshot is about
God calling Abraham. Abraham had to overcome several challenges. First, God did not tell
Abraham where to go. Second, Abraham was a wealthy man with a lot of livestock and servants.
Third, Abraham was seventy-five years old already. He left his home country like people
immigrating from one country to another. Most people at his age will prefer to enjoy their
peaceful retirement. But Abraham accepted God’s invitation anyway. Fourth, at that time
Jehovah was a foreign God to Abraham. He did not ask God: “Based on what can I trust You?”
He just believed and left home. The second snapshot of Abraham’s life is about the birth of
Isaac. God told Abraham that his descendants would be numerous. Abraham asked a legitimate
question: “How can that occur if I don’t even have a son?” Abraham trusted God anyway. He
and Sarah kept trying to have a baby. Nothing happened for nine years. Being impatient, Sarah
did what some ancient Chinese families would do: get a second wife for the man. The plan
seemed to work. Hagar gave birth to Ishmael. It turned out to be a disaster. Ishmael became the
ancestor of Arabs, who have a long history of conflict with Israel to this day. God does not need
our help to make short-cuts. His work will not be derailed by our unwise decisions either. But we



will bear the consequence of our mistakes. God continued His original plan. Sarah finally gave
birth to Isaac when she was ninety years old. God proved to be the Lord of impossibilities. For
the third snapshot about Abraham, we will read verse 17-19. It was the biggest test of Abraham’s
faith. He obeyed God just like he did before. He and Isaac walked three days to the mountain
God indicated. Abraham might wonder how God would fulfill His promise if Isaac actually died.
By this time, Isaac was a teenager. He could have fought back or even run away. But Isaac
submitted to his father. Abraham tied Isaac up, put firewood around him and was about to kill
him when an angel stopped Abraham. God prepared a ram to take the place of Isaac. Abraham
passed the test! His faith in God was bigger than his reasoning. God told Abraham earlier that
Isaac would inherit blessings. God also asked him to sacrifice Isaac. Abraham could not
reconcile both facts. He came to a conclusion that God was able to raise Isaac from the dead
even if he died. In all three situations, Abraham demonstrated his faith through actions. He
obeyed God when he did not have all the answers. A rich family moved to an unknown place. An
old woman conceived a son. Sacrificing the only son who was supposed to be the heir. Abraham
looked beyond the obstacles and focused on God. His faith grew as he passed one test after
another. God gradually unfolded His plans to Abraham. Our faith in God is like exercising our
muscles. You add distance to your run until you can finish a marathon. You start lifting a lighter
weight then steadily add more to it. We will be encouraged when we experience God’s
faithfulness on small things. Then we have more confidence to trust Him on bigger things. God
intervenes into our lives and interacts with us. Our subjective experience reinforces the objective
truth about God. He is loving, gracious, merciful and patient. Each of us can also share our
personal testimonies in a faith community to encourage each other. The same God who worked
in the Bible is still working today. He is real and He has a plan for each of us. We should step out
by faith knowing that God will continue to fulfill His will on us.

3. {Z V4% 8L Destination of Faith

We have looked at the definition of faith and the demonstration of faith. Thirdly, the author also
tells us that there is a destination of faith. Let us look at verse 13-16. The destination of faith is
heaven. Those pioneers of faith lived by faith, and they also died by faith. Verse 13 is a summary
of their lives: These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but having seen
them and greeted them from afar, and having acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles
on the earth. They walked by faith all their lives but they did not receive God’s promise. How
would you feel if you work hard on a goal but you do not get the result you expect? Perhaps it is
a home improvement project, a professional certification or a dream vacation. Life is full of
frustrations, is it not? However, those pioneers of faith did not leave this world heart-broken, but
with joyful delight. They understood that God’s best promises are up there: a heavenly sanctuary,
an eternal rest and God’s rewards. They visualize their destination of faith with spiritual eyes. As
such, they could take the losses in this world lightly. They looked at themselves as strangers and
exiles on the earth. They two words have a similar meaning such as foreigners, outsiders or
travelers. They willingly abandoned their earthly and temporary home because they looked
forward to a better and eternal home. A story was told about a tourist visiting a wise monk in
another country. The visitor was surprised to see that the monk hardly had any décor in his
home. The walls were empty. There were only a small table and a few chairs in the living room.
He could not help but asked the wise man: “Teacher, where is the rest of your furniture?”” The
sage replied: “Mister, where is your furniture?” The young man found the question laughable:



“Sir, I left my belongings at home because I’m only here for a trip.” The monk answered: “And
so am I.” Our worldview will change if we realize that we are but renters and God is the
landlord. The world tells us that this is our final destination. We should work hard and play hard.
We should try to extend our stay. I can understand that money and materials can give us certain
comfort and security. I have gone through periods where I worried about paying bills. But thanks
to God for His faithful provision. You may have a similar experience. We must trust God rather
than what this world promises to offer. Otherwise, we will lose sight of the true and everlasting
rewards God has prepared for us. No one likes to suffer in life. But the Bible clearly tells us that
we will suffer to a certain degree for what we believe. People will dislike us because they hate
God. They may take advantage of us because we live by a different moral code. But all that
mishaps will only last for a short time. Paul says in 2 Corinthians 4:17-18 that: 17 For this light
momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, 18 as
we look not to the things that are seen but to the things that are unseen. For the things that are
seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal. Our earthly life is very short
compared to our eternal life with God. The author uses the examples of some pioneers of faith to
encourage his readers and us. His audience had to go through persecution, separation,
humiliation and even death. But they would not receive all that God promised unless they
finished their journey by faith. They must follow the footsteps of the pioneers of faith and fix
their eyes on the destination. Abraham understood that he was not the final recipients of all
God’s blessings. His role is like a runner in a relay race. He must pass the baton to his heirs.
Even today, Jews say that the Lord is the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. All their examples
of faith will inspire future generations. Dr. James Dobson is the founder of the Focus on the
Family. This organization helps many people apply God’s truth to their family life. Once Dr.
Dobson shared about his expectation on his children. He summarized it with two words: be
there! Nothing else matters if they do not end up in heaven. We as parents must also use our life
stories to introduce God to our children. That is the most important task God has given to all
Christian parents.

4% 5w CONCLUSION

We must walk with God by faith since He proves Himself to be faithful. The stories of all those
pioneers of faith should encourage us. Faith helps us comprehend God’s work in our past. Faith
gives us security in every day. Faith also assures us of God’s future blessings. As Jesus’
followers, we must be people of faith. I mentioned about Memorial Day at the beginning. When
President Andrew Johnson established this special day in 1868, it was actually called the
Decoration Day. He wanted people to set aside that day to decorate the tombstones of war heroes
with flowers or wreaths, etc. As Christians, faith should not be a decoration of our life only. It is
like having something beautiful, otherwise our life may be too plain. But since it is optional, we
can live without it. That is not the reason God gives us faith. Rather, faith should be the
declaration of our lives. It defines our relationship with God. Therefore, we should live by faith
each and every day.
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