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5]& INTRODUCTION

“If I had known earlier...” We all have regrets in life. We feel bad about some decisions we
made. Some people studied a major or started a job they do not like later. Or perhaps some
people believe in their so-called friends who eventually were betrayed them. A more common
regret is buyers’ remorse. You follow the advice from others or you are totally convinced by
advertisements. But the products you bought did not live up to your expectations. Fortunately,
you can ask for a refund in most cases. You can go back and choose something else. But certain
decisions like accepting Jesus have long-lasting effects. There will also be serious consequences
for believers to give up on their faith. Sometimes we may feel that God does not bless us the way
we anticipate. Or perhaps He seems to be faraway when we need His help. Remember the
readers of Hebrews were tempted to forsake Christianity and go back to their traditional beliefs.
Doing so would avoid persecutions from their Jewish peers and the Romans. In this passage, the
author warns them against such a wrong decision. God would always be with them. Therefore,
they must walk with Him by faith. The reminder to them and to us are the same: our faith in God
is demonstrated by our faithfulness to God.

fiZfE EXPLANATION
1. 1E2HY3EPE The Pathway Is Secure (v. 19-25)

The author urges his readers not to go back to the old way for a few reasons. First, it is because
the pathway to salvation is secure. Let us read from verse 19-25. Jesus was our superior sin
offering. He shed His blood to save us. Jesus has removed our sins and our guilt. He has opened
a new and living way for us to go to God. The old and dead end of animal sacrifice has become
obsolete. Since Jesus has finished the salvation work, the author motivates us to be diligent in
five ways. First, we should approach God by faith. Verse 22 says: let us draw near with a true
heart in full assurance of faith... In Jesus, we have been accepted as God’s children. There
should be no doubt, fear or hesitation. Such confidence is not based on what we have done.
There is nothing we can bargain with God. Our assurance is based on what Jesus did for us.
Second, we must believe in the hope God gives us. Look at verse 23: Let us hold fast the
confession of our hope without wavering... Our hope, just like our faith, is in the Lord. Back in
chapter 6, the author asks us to hold onto our hope in God like an anchor of our soul. I admire
people who have the gut to raise their arms in the air when riding on a roller-coaster. I will hold
onto the guardrail with one hand and hold onto my glasses with another hand. Do not say that I
am a chicken. At least I am brave enough to get on the ride! We must hold onto God because He
will never fail us. The next three items on the list are about our relationship with each other.
Number three is to care for one another. Verse 24 reads: And let us consider how to stir up one
another to love and good works. We need to motivate each other to put love into actions. Your
caring effort will be contagious. I remember a Bank of America TV commercial where one
person helps a stranger. Then the second person is inspired to help the third person. It triggers a
chain reaction! You do not need to do anything big in a church setting. You can help little kids
bring their food to the table, fetch a cup of tea for senior folks or hold the door for the person



behind you. Just observe, then serve! Our church will be a better place when we practice that.
Fourthly, we should devete our time to church meetings. The author says in verse 25: not
neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some... Some readers of this letter stopped meeting
out of fear for persecution. For the past two years or so, many Christians worshipped from home
due to the pandemic. But internet and TV programs cannot replace a church. Everyone loves
family gatherings over holidays. You feel the joy of eating and chatting together. It will defeat
the purpose if people just grab some food and go to their own rooms. Likewise, worship is a
corporate activity when we sing, pray and listen to a sermon together. Sometimes, we decide
whether or not to come based on the dinner menu or fellowship topics. We should avoid a
consumer mindset that asks: “What can I get from this?” Instead, we should come with a family
mentality. That brings us to the fifth point about encouraging each other. Look at the second
half of verse 25: but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.
The “Day” here refers to Jesus’ second coming. We should encourage each other more diligently
as Jesus is returning. Religious persecution will become more serious. The readers must stay
together. They should also encourage those who were thinking about leaving the church to
return. As for us, we should encourage church members to come back for worship. Hope that
everyone will build up a habit of weekly meetings. Your small group leader or I will keep
encouraging you to read Bible at home, attend Friday fellowship and Sunday school and bring
your Bible to the church. It will be more effective if you motivate others to do the same things.
Such positive peer pressure can motivate others to grow.

2. BREEAYIZET The Penalty Is Severe (v. 26-31)

The pathway to the Father is secure. Next, the author warns that the penalty for those who ignore
the truth is severe. Let us look at verse 26-31. This is the fourth of the five warnings in this book
against rejecting salvation grace. Let us recap a few things. First, most of the readers of this letter
were believers. Second, we stress that the Bible teaches “once saved, forever saved.” Since
salvation is a gift from God, there is nothing we can do to cancel out our salvation. Therefore,
thirdly all believers, even disobedient ones, will enter heaven. With all that in mind, let us study
the section we just read. Verse 26 says the people being warned “go on sinning deliberately after
receiving the knowledge of the truth.” They understood that Jesus is the only way to salvation.
The specific sin here is about forsaking Jesus. Unlike Peter who later repented for denying Jesus
three times, the people in question here refused to turn back. The second half of the verse states
that for people like that “there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins.” There is no alternative way
to save them if they denied Jesus. God will hold them accountable for their sins in eternity. Verse
29 elaborates the indictments on them. First, they “trampled underfoot the Son of God.” They
despised Jesus as an ordinary person. The picture is like after a solider defeating an enemy, he
humiliated him by stepping over him. Second, those people also “profaned the blood of the
covenant” that Jesus shed. The word “profane” here means to trivialize. They treated the blood
of Jesus no different from the blood of any person. Therefore, they ignored the covenant made in
His blood as well. Third, they “outraged the Spirit of grace.” The word “outrage” has the
connotation of insulting. To insult the Holy Spirit is to rebel against His presence and power in
one’s life. Rather than submitting to the Holy Spirit, they returned to an independent life without
God. We introduced the word “apostasy” some time ago to define this serious sin for those who
abandoned the faith they once held. One possible cause for apostasy is leaving fellowship from
other believers. A sheep that escapes its pan will get hurt or even be attacked by wild animals if



it wanders further away. Christians who do not attend church regularly lack a support group that
encourages each other. Gradually, they become cold about spiritual matters. Eventually, they feel
that life is happier without God. This is a heavy message for us. We need to show care to fellow
members, especially to those who do not have a steady church life. But ultimately, each of us is
responsible for our own relationship with God. You cannot read the Bible or attend church for
your family members! Spiritual growth is like exercise. You will get weaker if you stop working
hard. God will not ignore apostate Christians forever. There will be a judgment for them. The
New Testament mentions two forms of judgment. Revelation 20 describes the great white throne
judgment. God will pronounce the final sentencing to non-believers. The result is alienation from
God eternally. Hell is a terrible place not only because of the never-ending torment. But it is also
because there will be no hope. The Bible tells us that there will be a different judgment for
believers. A better description is an award ceremony. Paul says in 2 Timothy 4:7-8 that: 7 [ have
fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8 Henceforth there is laid up
for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me on that
day, and not only to me but also to all who have loved his appearing. Paul had no fear of dying
for what he believed. In fact, He looked forward to seeing God because he would receive a prize.
Even apostate believers will eventually be saved. They will not lose their place in heaven. But
they will lose the prize God prepares for faithful Christians. It is like every employee will get
their base salary. However, the size of year-end bonus will depend on their performance.

3. WEEWIFEST The Promises Are Sure (v. 32-39)

The pathway to salvation is secure and the penalty for rejection is severe. Thirdly, the author
convinces his readers to persevere because God’s promises are sure. Let us read from verse 32-
39. Those believers proved their faithfulness to God in a few ways. First, verse 32 says that they
“endured a hard struggle with sufferings.” We derive the word “athlete” from the Greek term for
“struggle.” They suffered a great deal for their faith like a contestant who gives it all in a sport
competition. Second, they were also “being publicly exposed to reproach and affliction” (v. 33).
They were openly accused and punished. There is a Chinese saying that reads: “a solider can be
killed, but not shamed.” Public humiliation damages one’s morale, and scares the comrades.
Those believers showed “compassion on those in prison” (v.34). At that time, inmates must
depend on their families and friends to provide for their food and clothing. Visiting prisoners
condemned for sharing the gospel takes a lot of courage! Remember Jesus’ disciples all fled
when the Lord was arrested. Fourth, the second half of verse 34 says they “joyfully accepted the
plundering of your property.” They were not devastated when their belongings were seized. They
considered it an honor to identify with Jesus in His suffering. Nowadays, people easily complain
about slow internet, traffic jam or weight gain. We will be more thankful to the Lord when we
see the living conditions of believers in other countries, and the oppression they face. Many
Biblical characters went through afflictions too. Being faithful to the Lord does not ensure us a
smooth-sailing. God may use hardship to examine our faith. He also permits Satan to test us.
Satan will focus more on those who truly love the Lord, actively witness to others and diligently
serve in the church. Whether it is from God or from Satan, suffering proves that we believe in
what is right. The readers remained faithful because they knew that God’s promises are sure. We
see a few promises in this passage. First, God would offer “a better possession and an abiding
one” (v. 34). That was why they took it lightly when their homes were ransacked. They
considered themselves travelers in this world. Their houses were like hotel rooms for a brief stay.



God had prepared a better and permanent home. Second, God would give them “a great reward”
(v. 35) when they “have done the will of God” (v. 36). God never tells us what kind of gifts that
will be. But since the Lord gives us many good things in this life, I do not think His eternal
reward will disappoint us. The third promise is based on the book of Habakkuk: “37 Yet a little
while, and the coming one will come and will not delay; 38 but my righteous one shall live by
faith...” The prophet knew that his people were unfaithful to God. But he questioned why God
would use a wicked nation like Babylon as a means of judgment. God answered that Babylon
would finally fall. He will exercise a righteous judgment when “the coming one will come,”
which foretells Jesus’ second coming. God says eventually “my righteous one shall live by
faith.” Those who live a faithful live will continue to live eternally in heaven. God’s promises
bring us comfort and hope. They help us persevere in a health, financial or relational crisis. God
promises to never leave us nor forsake us. Go to His throne of grace and ask for strength to
endure. We must prepare to suffer for our faith. Your non-believing family members and friends,
classmates and teachers, colleagues and supervisors may give you a hard time. They may treat
you unfairly, ridicule you or even slander and falsely accuse you behind your back. Do not get
frustrated or even cast doubt as if God fails to protect you. Pour out your heart before the Lord.
Share your burdens to fellow Christians. We need each other’s support in this journey of faith.

4% 5w CONCLUSION

Our faith in God is demonstrated by our faithfulness to God. The problems we face are real and
sometimes the temptation to give up our faith is also real. But God’s Word is true. We do not
know the future. But God does. He is faithful to watch over us. We must persevere even when
we have yet to see the light at the end of the tunnel. While we cannot change our circumstances,
we can change our conduct. A story was told about Alexander the Great. He was a great military
general who directed his mighty army and conquered almost the entire known world in his time.
Alexander once had a soldier who was guilty of being a coward in battle. Alexander requested to
talk to the young man in-person. “Son, what’s your name?” demanded Alexander the Great.
“Alexander, sir.” The king repeated his question: “What is your name?” “My name is Alexander,
sir,” the soldier repeated. A third time and more loudly Alexander the Great asked, “What is your
name?” A third time the soldier meekly said, “My name is Alexander, sir.” Alexander the Great
then looked at the young man straight in the eye. “Soldier,” he said with intensity, “either change
your name or change your conduct.” We bear a glorious name as the soldiers of Jesus. Let us
follow our Commander and march on with faith.
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