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5]/ INTRODUCTION

Let me begin with a question: there is something that the more you wash it, the dirtier it
becomes. What is it? Yes, it is water itself. The point is that, new things will get old soon after
you start using it. A brand-new car will depreciate in its value even if it is sitting in your garage
unmoved. Besides old cars, there are old clothes and even old age. Once | called my brother soon
after | came to the U.S. | teased him: “Hey man, are you thirty already?”” Laugh no more when I
came to that age. Soon after that, | did not enjoy celebrating my birthday much. Our physical age
will only get older. In comparison, our spiritual age in Jesus always stays young. The more we
experience Jesus in our new life, the more mature we will become. There will be more peace and
joy, and more sweetness and contentment. Christians can live differently because their sins have
been washed away by the blood of Jesus. He is the Lamb of God that takes away the sins of
mankind. Jesus is the superior sacrifice. His cleansing power is so effective that He only had to
offer Himself once and for all on the cross. All of our sins — past, present and future — have been
removed the moment we received Jesus into our hearts. Christians should know that in theory.
But do you believe that wholeheartedly? If so, then your attitude toward sin should be very
different. In Jesus there is no more sin, and with Jesus we should sin no more.

fiZZ¥E EXPLANATION
1. FEAVEEEE Reminder of Sins

The author continues his comparison between the animal sacrificial system and Jesus’ sacrificial
death in this passage. Offering animal is not an effective way to atone for sins. Worse still, the
system becomes a reminder of sins. Let me read from verse 1-4. Animal sacrifice cannot cleanse
people of their sins because it is but a shadow. It looks like the real thing but it is just a copy of
it. Some people follow a vegetarian diet for health or religious reasons. There are some
vegetarian restaurants that serve vegan chicken, pork and beef. Those food look like meat but
they are not meat. Patrons are happy to eat some meat-like dishes without violating their dietary
restriction. | would rather eat vegetable and tofu at home and save some money if | am a
vegetarian! Imitations are incomparable to the real things. The animal sacrificial system is
supposed to remove sins. But it proves to be ineffective by the mere fact that it has to be
repeated. The author says in verse 4 that animal blood is “impossible” to take away sins. The
system is not only inferior, it is simply useless! Verse 11 adds that: And every priest stands daily
at his service, offering repeatedly the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins. We see
another strong negative word here: “never!” The procedure just does not work. At that time, the
priests had to present daily offerings according to the Law. In addition, they sacrificed more
animals on major festivals. Besides, the priests presented sin offering for people upon request.
You can imagine that the priests were very busy all the time. The general idea is that animals’
death make up for people’s violation of God’s holiness. But why did God ask for animal
sacrifice if it could not remove sin anyway? Rather to say that the ceremony covers people’s
sins, a better understanding is that God withholds His judgment temporarily because animals die
for sinners. In fact, the ritual actually reminds people of their sins. Every time they think of the



altar, hear the screaming of animals under the knife, see them burning on fire and smell the
aroma, they are reminded of their sins. There is little joy in animal sacrifice, because people
understand that they are prone to sin and so they will come back later for more offering. Rather
than excitement, the ritual causes other emotions. First, it leads to fear toward God. People see
Him as a mean judge who always demands a penalty for sins. There are only rules but no grace.
Second, people feel helpless. They can never be perfect and overcome temptations. Why bother
to try to do good? Third, there may even be complacency. People can take it easy since there is a
remedy for sin. There is no need to keep clothes clean since there is detergent. Moreover, you
can always buy new ones. Similarly, it is okay to tell a small lie as long as it does not cause
serious harm to others. You just make a confession later. Relationship with God becomes a paid
service. People exchange an animal for God’s forgiveness. The system is full of drawbacks.
There is actually a contemporary version of it. It is the practices of the Catholic church. Christian
and Catholic beliefs share some similarities. They both believe in the Trinity God, that the Bible
is the truth, and that Jesus died on the cross but rose on the third day, etc. But they differ in their
views on salvation. Christians understand that we are saved by God’s grace through faith.
Salvation is an instant change from sinners to saints. However, the Catholic church teaches that
salvation is a process. They claim that besides faith, baptism, good works and participation of
sacraments are all required to save a person. Catholics observe the communion every time they
have a mass, because they believe the ceremony can atone for people’s sins and strengthen their
faith. Christians see the communion as a remembrance of the death of Jesus. However, the
Catholic church teaches that after a priest blesses the bread and cup, they will be transformed
into the real body and real blood of Jesus, respectively. They find Biblical support in that Jesus
told His disciples “this is My body” when He broke the bread and “this is my blood” as He
passed the cup. As Catholic believers go through the communion, they once again shed Jesus’
blood so as to claim His forgiving grace. Let us be clear, we should respect people no matter
what religious beliefs they hold. However, we have to objectively evaluate if any practice is
based on the Bible. We have been redeemed by Jesus. Salvation is an instant result. We used to
be like orphans but we are now adopted into the family of God. We are God’s children, although
we will continue to grow in our relationship with God. To the Catholics, salvation is closer to
dating a lover of your dream. You are not sure if you will marry the person eventually. You
make effort to win the heart of the person. Hopefully, the person will finally consider you good
enough. According to the Bible, no one can attain God’s standard of perfection. But Jesus
reaches across the chasm of sin for us. He died for us once and for all. One simple way to tell if a
church is Christian or Catholic is to look at the cross. In any Christian church, the cross is empty,
just like Jesus’ tomb was empty. But in all Catholic churches, the body of Jesus is still hanging
up there. Our focus should no longer be a dead body, but the risen Lord who lives in us. The
cross is no longer a reminder of our sins. It has become a reminder of God’s grace. Our hearts
should be filled with joy and thankfulness when we think of Jesus. There is no more guilt.

2. SEAYRLEE Redeemer for Sins

Animal sacrifice system is a reminder of sins. It is unable to remove sins. In comparison, Jesus is
the redeemer for sins. In verse 5-7, he author quotes from Psalm 40 and shows that Jesus has
fulfilled what the psalmist said. We will read the interpretation of the psalm in verse 8-10. Jesus
abolished the old way of animal sacrifice using His blood and established a new way for sin
removal. Why does God dislike animal offering even though He asks for it in the Law? Perhaps



God was not pleased with people’s attitude. Like we said above, some people took the ceremony
lightly. God sees our hearts more important than our work. There is a story in 1 Samuel 15 about
animal sacrifice. God asked king Saul of Israel to completely eliminate the Amalekites to judge
them for their wickedness. It was a test of Saul’s obedience. He killed all those people, but he
spared their king. He slaughtered all the animals except saving the best flock for himself. Saul
even lied twice when prophet Samuel confronted him. Saul said emphatically that he had
followed God’s commands. He told Samuel that those animals would be used as offerings for
God. The prophet rebukes Saul in verse 22 of the passage, saying: “Has the Lord as great delight
in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey is better
than sacrifice, and to listen than the fat of rams.” Right motions done with a wrong motive and
the result will still be wrong. God is the Creator of all things. It is not like He needs some
animals to feed His stomach. That is the belief in traditional Chinese religions. You send clothes,
house and car to people in the other world by burning some paper-made items. God does not
need our stuff. He wants our hearts. He looks for our obedience, and not our offerings. That is
the point the author of Hebrews wants to address. Jesus set up an example for us. He submitted
to God’s and said: “Behold, I have come to do your will.” (v. 7, 9) Jesus willingly chose the will
of the Father. Jesus set aside His glory and honor, and came into the world as a man. Being a
human, He could not be in two places at one time. He felt tired, hungry and lonely as we do. He
was not just an innocent man who suffered and died in the hands of some wicked people. He die
for us intentionally. Animals being sacrificed on the altar have no choice. They are ignorant
about what is going on. Some of you raised chickens or ducks in your home before. They are
quite cute when they were little. Your kids treat them like pets. However, they become your
dinner when they grow to a certain size. Your children cannot understand how you can be so
cruel. But you may be thinking about which recipe to use for the next bird. People exercise
authority over the animals they keep. Only Jesus voluntarily gave up His rights to save us. As
our Redeemer, Jesus brings us two blessings. First, He makes us holy. Verse 10 states: And by
that will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.
Just like Jesus’ death, our sanctification is once and for all. The Father has deleted the sin records
of His children from His database. In verse 17, the author quotes from Jeremiah 31, in which
God declares: ... “I will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more.” God is not
absent-minded like us. He deliberately chooses not to hold people accountable whose sins have
been covered by Jesus. Think about a time when you forgave someone from your heart. Perhaps
the person sincerely apologized to you, or you showed your grace. Regardless, you overlooked
the past offense because you valued the relationship more than your loss. This holy God who has
the full right to pour down judgment on us tells us: “I forgive you because my Son had
substituted for your penalty.” This freedom from the punishment is just the beginning of our new
life in Jesus. His death also unlocked a second blessing for us. Look at verse 16: “This is the
covenant that I will make with them after those days, declares the Lord: | will put my laws on
their hearts, and write them on their minds.”” This verse is also quoted from Jeremiah 31. Jesus
had fulfilled this prophecy. The covenant God made with the Israelites at mount Sinai was
ineffective. People were rebellious, and so they did not abide by God’s Law. God foretold that
He would make a new and better covenant with His people. It is not etched on clay tablets but it
will be ingrained onto our brains. God will remove our heart of stones and replace it with a heart
of flesh. Before we received Jesus, we were held in bondage by sins. We did not know God and
we could not follow His will. Our problem is not a lack of knowledge. Jesus is more a great
teacher who shows us how to do good work. Nowadays, you can attend a class and learn how to



repair cars or play golf. Our problem is not a lack of desire. Jesus is not just a role-model who
inspires us. Perhaps you read in the news that a wealthy person gave a million dollars to help
people suffering in a natural disaster. You said to yourself: “I don’t have that much money. But
at least I can donate a few can-food to a food pantry.” Our problem is a lack of will. Jesus
empowers us to surrender our will to the Father. Salvation is a transition from a self-centered life
to a God-centered life. The Holy Spirit now lives in us and helps us make decisions that please
God. We will fall to sin if we still rely on ourselves. Our hearts will be full of guilt. We feel that
Christian life is more miserable than living in a monastery because God forces us to do what we
do not want. We need help from the Holy Spirit to override our circuit so that we will love God
more than ourselves. People in a dating relationship will do whatever it takes to make their
lovers happy. Parents sacrifice their money, time and possessions for their children. We are
willing to run an extra mile, jump through hoops and let down our faces for the people we love.
Jesus gave up everything for us. We call Him our Lord. Should we not put Him on the top of our
priority and love Him back wholeheartedly?

4Ex6 CONCLUSION

In Jesus there is no more sin, and with Jesus we should sin no more. The old way of animal
sacrifice is deficient. Only Jesus is sufficient to make us holy. There was no chair in the
tabernacle because the priests went there to work, not to rest. In contrast, Jesus is now sitting on
the right hand of the Father. He had completed the salvation work. We must fully trust Him. An
old story was told about a senior farmer who was on his way to the market. He carried a bamboo
stick on his shoulders with two heavy loads of produce on both ends. A man in his truck drove
by and saw the farmer. He stopped and said: “Hop on mister. I’ll give you a ride.” He put the old
man and his goods at the back of his car. They continued their way on the bumpy road.
Suddenly, as the driver looked at his mirror, he was surprised to see that the farmer was standing
the whole time bearing the weight of his belongings. He then pulled over, went to the back and
questioned the old person. The farmer responded: “Young man, I’m so grateful that you save me
a lot of walking. I can carry the vegetables by myself.” We laugh at such a silly idea. But do we
not often count on ourselves to live a Christian life? We thank Jesus for saving us. However, we
prefer to go independent in this life journey, thinking that we are capable to live a victorious life.
Lean on Jesus. Only by His power can we overcome sin and temptation and even our
stubbornness and rebellion and obey God’s will.
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