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5]/ INTRODUCTION

Once and for all. You know how that feels when you reach an important milestone of your life.
Perhaps it is when you passed a big exam. I said to myself when I graduated from seminary: “No
more school!” That does not mean I will stop learning. But I do not intend to study for another
degree. You will experience a sense of relief when you submit the last payment for your car loan
or mortgage. Or it is the last day of work before you retire. You accomplish something big after
months and even years of effort. The past burdens are off your shoulders. |1 wonder if our Lord
felt the same way when He breathed the last on the cross. He cried out: “It is finished!” There
will be no more pain and suffering. Or it was when He rose from the death in that morning. Jesus
had conquered sin and death for us. Anyone can be saved by God’s grace through faith in Jesus.
However, non-believers throughout ages still try to earn salvation in their own ways. They rely
on good work or they put their hope in various religions. They will only fail. Some Jewish
Christians among the readers of Hebrews were tempting to go back to the old way. But as the
author states over and again, obeying the Law and offering animal cannot save anyone. He
continues his comparison between earthly ceremonies and the heavenly worship as we come to
the second half of chapter 9. The priests served in a cloth tent. This mobile worship place was
but a copy of the true sanctuary in heaven. Those rituals only provide temporary cleansing. But
Jesus’ death can give us eternal salvation. Since Jesus offers us this one and only redemptive
grace, we should commit to Him once and for all.

fi#Zf2 EXPLANATION
1. MRS God’s People Sanctified (v. 16-22)

We said before that covenants in the Bible are closely related to the Law and the sacrificial
system. God’s people must be sanctified before they could get close to Him. Let us begin by
reading verse 16-22. The passage reviews some sanctification rituals in the Old Testament. The
sin barrier between humans and God must be removed before the two sides can meet. The author
uses an interesting analogy in verses 16 and 17 to illustrate this point. A person prepares a will
when he is still alive. This legally-binding document specifies how he wants to allocate his
inheritance. Perhaps his wife will get a portion and the rest will be divided among his children.
Everything is written clearly to avoid future dispute. Those terms will not be carried out until
after the death of the person. A specific condition must be met to trigger the result. Other
examples will be like a student has to finish all the required courses and maintain a certain GPA
before he/she can graduate. An employee has to attain particular performance before getting a
year-end bonus. Similarly, the death of an animal will result in ritual cleansing. The idea is that
an animal dies for the sins of people. The author relates the cleansing effect of blood with the
making of a covenant. He recalls the incident in Exodus 24 when God made a covenant with His
people at Mount Sinai. After God gave them the Ten Commandments and other regulations,
Moses set up an altar and presented animal offerings. Next, he sprinkled animal blood on the
altar and read the Law to his people. Everyone responded that they agreed to follow what God
said. Then Moses dipped the same blood and sprinkled it on the people. The author quotes what



Moses said that day in verse 20: “This is the blood of the covenant that God commanded for
you.” The animals died on behalf of people and cleansed their sins. That enabled them to draw
near to God in a covenantal relationship. Those animals also suffered from the curse in the
covenant that death would be the result if anyone violated the terms. Therefore, the slaughtering
of animals removed sins and also reminded people of the penalty. People knew that they were in
God’s covenant when they felt blood splashing on them. It is like a stamp on people’s hands to
indicate that they are in. But such security can easily lead to complacency. People might be glad
to make a covenant with God while overlooking their obligations to stay in that relationship.
They must observe the Law. For example, they had to treat each other fairly in the society. They
must also avoid some customs of the Canaanites. They should stay pure by not marrying foreign
people. In essence, they must do their parts and remain loyal to God. A good start is important.
But one must also finish well. Parents hope to send their kids to good schools. But young people
have to study hard in every course. Job seekers will be excited if they are hired by prestigious
companies. But employees with inferior performance will not stay long in their jobs. Brothers
and sisters: do not be satisfied that you are saved and you have received baptism to confirm your
faith. Continue to build up your relationship with the Lord. Love God, love His Word and His
people. Use the gifts and talents God has given you to serve in the church. Then your spiritual
life will keep growing. The ritual cleansing was not only done on humans, but it was also for
cleaning various utensils in the ceremonies. Besides animal blood, the author of Hebrews also
mentions water, scarlet wool and hyssop. Unlike humans, objects like the tabernacle and altar
will not commit sin. The purpose is to sanctify those items to be used by God. Remember the
structure was built for worshipping God. He would descend into the Most Holy Place when
people called on His name. He is the recipient of animal sacrifice. He is the audience when
people sang. The worship place must be clean to welcome God. That was why Jesus was mad
when He saw some people turning the temple court into a market place. They sold animals to be
used as offering and they set up booths to exchange money, because there was only one
acceptable currency for transaction. During major Jewish festivals, people came from all over the
place to Jerusalem. They had to pay temple tax and buy animals for sacrifice. Many merchants
took advantage of others by charging extra. But more importantly, they blocked the way for
people to enter the temple. Therefore, Jesus cleared the temple court by chasing the animals
away and turning over the booths. Our hearts also need to be sanctified before we come to
worship. We can easily be distracted by little things. Perhaps your children get up late and you
are not quite happy about it. | have that situation before too. That negative emotion will affect
my relationship with family members and with God, not to mention that I come here to serve
God and you! | need to clear those obstacles even before | step into the building. | need to
apologize to my family and confess to God. Jesus said if we have a conflict with someone when
we present a gift to God, we should leave the offering aside and reconcile with the person first. If
we find it uneasy to see a person with whom we have glitches, how much more uncomfortable it
will be to meet God when we hold onto our sins? Therefore, | strongly encourage everyone to
come in here a few minutes earlier. Spend some time to quiet before God. If the Holy Spirit
reminds you about a disagreement with another member, or even unconfessed sins, go settle
those issues first. Another frequent distraction comes from our phone. | know it is very tempting
to check incoming messages. Put it away and silence it. That is why we encourage everyone to
bring a Bible instead of using a phone App. Other times our mind will drift to things like lunch,
grocery shopping, Chinese school, laundry, etc. Plan things ahead! We must make an effort to
minimize any possible interruption so that we can full focus on worshipping God.



2. TR T-#7 4 God’s Son Sacrificed (v. 23-28)

People must be sanctified before they can approach God. But offering animals can only provide
temporary and incomplete cleansing. In comparison, God’s only Son Jesus Christ sacrificed
Himself and gave us eternal salvation. Now we will read verse 23-28. The author presents an
argument from the lesser to the greater in verses 23 and 24. The tabernacle was only a copy of
the true and heavenly sanctuary. If a cloth tent requires detailed cleansing before a ceremony,
then the real sanctuary in heaven will need more thorough cleaning. But why? Heaven is the
dwelling place of God. Everything up there should be holy and spotless. Let us go back to the
tabernacle for a moment. Both the earthly worship place and the priests must be sanctified to
prepare for God’s presence. Likewise, the heavenly sanctuary also needs cleaning, not for God
but for us. Our sins must be removed before we can meet the holy God. Moreover, once we enter
heaven we will stay there forever. Therefore, it needs Jesus’ death like a stronger detergent to
cleanse us. He sacrificed Himself on our behalf. He removes all our blemishes like scrubbing
food residues off dishes. | worked in a plant research lab before I went to the seminary. | handled
plant tissues growing in petri dishes. Everything must be germ-free, otherwise bacteria and fungi
will render the cultures useless. Every person has a special work-bench. Air blowing out from it
passes through filters to strain off microorganisms. We wipe down the work area with alcohol or
bleach. All the tools have to be sterilized too. Those of you who work in a biology lab know
exactly what | am talking about. A little impurity will ruin an experiment. How much more
thorough we have to be purged from sin before we meet God? Thanks to Jesus! He completely
removes our sins when we confess to Him. The author elaborates that Jesus’ sacrifice is much
more superior to the work of the priests. Jesus offered Himself one time on the cross. But priests
have to repeat their services. Jesus entered into the heavenly sanctuary and stays there forever.
But the high priests can only go into the Most Holy Place once a year and leave soon after the
ceremony is finished. Jesus’ redemption is also effective. His grace can cover the sins of people
from any background in any era. No one is too broken beyond repair. Jesus redeems us to be
God’s children. The old covenant damaged by disobedience has been superseded by the new
covenant. Jesus said to His disciples in Mark 14:24 when He set up the communion: ... “This is
my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many.” The words are very similar to what
Moses said to the Israelites on mount Sinai. The ineffective and old covenant established by
animals’ blood has been replaced by the new and eternal covenant inaugurated by Jesus’ own
blood. Maintenance of covenantal relationship is no longer through observance of the Law. We
obey God out of love instead of duty. Jesus affirmed us with His never-failing promises. He will
never leave us nor forsake us. He will be with us until the end of the world. Before Jesus went
back to heaven, He guaranteed His disciples that one day He will return. Verses 27 and 28 of the
Hebrews passage tell us two things Jesus will do when He comes back: 27 And just as it is
appointed for man to die once, and after that comes judgment, 28 so Christ, having been offered
once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time, not to deal with sin but to save those
who are eagerly waiting for him. When Jesus arrives, He will carry out a final judgment for sin.
As much as we do not want to think about it, the Bible clearly states this fact. We hope that the
world will remain peaceful and prosperous forever. However, the Bible says that natural and
man-made disasters will be more frequent and severe. Every now and then we show concerns
when we watch the news. We are afraid that some dictators may shoot a few nuclear missiles and
end it altogether. Even without any catastrophe, life itself is full of uncertainties. Accidents can



strike us at any time. True and everlasting peace can only be found in Jesus. His return is a great
news to Christians. He will save us into heaven. We have been saved the moment we received
Jesus. Our eternal destiny is secure. However, we still live in this mortal body. The Bible says
that God will give us a new body at Jesus’ second coming. Sin will be no more. Once we enter
heaven, we will forever be in God’s presence. Our hope is not in Wall Street or our government,
but in God. His promises stay forever. No one knows when Jesus will return. But the time is
getting closer. We should seize opportunities to share the gospel with those who do not know
Jesus. There will be no second chance if a person does not receive Jesus in this life. | do not like
to use fear as a tactic to persuade people to accept Jesus. What is the point of believing in Jesus
under compulsion just because they do not want to go to hell? Salvation is about making Jesus
our Savior and our Lord. If we love Jesus in this life and obey Him, then we cannot wait to spend
eternity with Him. Christianity is about transformation of our lives. It is not a transaction to give
us a ticket to heaven. We need God’s help to change our mindset. Then attending church will not
be as burdensome as going to school or work. Money offering will not be painful like paying tax
or bills. Serving in the church will be a joy too. We need to realize that it is an utmost honor to
become God’s children. Jesus loved us first by sacrificing Himself. We should practice loving
Him in this life so that we will love Him more in eternity.

4&m CONCLUSION

Since Jesus offers us this one and only redemptive grace, we should commit to Him once and for
all. We can never go to God on our own terms. But Jesus paved the way for us with His own
blood. Let me conclude with a true story. Pastor Max Lucado writes about a missionary in one of
his books. A contagious disease broke out in a tribe in Brazil. People died of the sickness every
day. Treatment was available at a hospital nearby. But there was a problem. A river separates the
village and the hospital. The local people were afraid to swim across the water because they
believed that there were some evil spirits in it. To immerse into that water meant risking their
lives. The missionary tried to convince them that everything was safe. He told them that he swam
across the river many times. They were not impressed. He took them to the river bank and he
walked into the water and even splashed water on the villagers. But nothing calmed their fear.
Finally, the missionary dived into the water and moments later he emerged on the other side.
Everyone erupted in cheers. They followed him and got into the water. To the tribal people, the
man entered into a dead zone but he came out unharmed. That was what Jesus did. He told
people that there should be no fear of death. But they would not listen. Jesus caused three dead
persons — a boy, a young lady and a good friend who had buried in a tomb for four days — to
come back to life. But not even Jesus’ disciples believed in Him. Eventually, Jesus entered into
death and came out alive. Jesus proved to be the Son of God. Easter is not only a fascinating
spring-time story. It is the gospel every Christian needs to keep in their hearts and to proclaim at
any time.
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