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INTRODUCTION 5[&

Jesus was risen from the dead. Hallelujah! Salvation work was completed. End of story. You
can be dismissed earlier for lunch. Not so fast! | am sure you come here this morning hoping
to hear an Easter message. Let me begin with the bad news: even some Christians do not
believe that Jesus came back to life. Are you one of them? What does it take for you to
believe in something? Nowadays, many people trust what they read and see on social media
completely. They think: “I got it from my friends. They won’t lie to me.” But do you know
from where they received the stories? Some people believe in false advertisements they see
on the internet. Name-brand products for a fraction of the price are really super deals. But
conventional wisdom tells us that it is possibly not true if it sounds too good to be true. Other
people say seeing is believing. But they agree that magic shows are only entertainment. A
person cannot be sawed into two pieces and then put back together. How can we believe that
the resurrection of Jesus is a fact? In our passage today, we see different reactions when
people were told that Jesus rose from the dead. Jesus still had some unfinished business
before He returned to heaven. He must change those doubters to believers. Jesus is doing the
same thing in you and me. He helps us know the truth so that we are motivated to share the
truth. Faithful believers of Jesus must also be faithful witnesses of His resurrection.

EXPLANATION fi#fE

We find testimonies from three groups of witnesses in Luke 24: a few women who visited
the tomb where Jesus was laid, two believers who met the resurrected Jesus on their way to
Emmaus and a group of followers meeting in a room. Instead of reading this long chapter, we
will study the passage in a different way. We will do some role-plays and ask one
representative from each group to share their first-person experience. First, we have Mary.

1. Mary’s Testimony 5 F|gofy H 25

“That Sunday morning a few sisters and | got up early. The Sabbath ended when we saw
sunrise. We were free to leave home according to the Law. We carried some spices we
bought earlier and headed to the tomb where they buried Jesus. We just wanted to pay tribute
to the Lord for one last time. We were very surprised to see that the tomb stone was rolled
away. Who did that? We were even more startled to notice that the Lord’s body was missing.
We tried to make sense of the scene. Suddenly two angels showed up. Their body glowed
with bright light. We were scared by that. They calmed us by saying: ‘Why do you seek the
living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen. Remember how he told you, while he
was still in Galilee, that the Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men

and be crucified and on the third day rise.” Then we recalled what the Lord told us a while
back. Did that really happen? Did He actually come back to life? We could not wait to tell
the disciples this exciting news. Jesus is alive! However, they did not believe in our words.



Only Peter and John went to the tomb and confirmed what we saw. But they did not see any
angel. However, they noticed that the linen cloth that was used to wrap Jesus’ body was left
inside the tomb. Did He just wake up, unwrap Himself and walk away?”

Those ladies believed what the angels told them, even though they did not see the resurrected
Jesus. They had yet to fully understand the meaning of the series of events. But what they
saw and the angels’ words were consistent with what Jesus said before. Jesus would be
mistreated, nailed to the cross but rose from the dead. Jesus had never told a lie. Therefore,
since Jesus had suffered and died, then He must come back to life as He said earlier. The
women accepted the angels’ message with a simple faith. But the disciples rejected their
accounts. At that time women were of a lower social status and so their testimonies were
considered not trustworthy. Although Peter and John were skeptical, they went to the tomb to
check it for themselves. Jesus once said that we cannot enter God’s Kingdom unless we
receive Him with a child-like faith. A child will listen to his parents because of their
relationship of love. But he will be cautious about the words of a stranger. Likewise, our
relationship with Jesus will cause us to trust His words. Gospel seekers will naturally have
doubts about the Bible. We should encourage them to at least stay objective. Read the Bible
for themselves and ask relevant questions. Getting answers will lead them closer to the truth.
Jesus said that those who seek Him will find Him. Even Christians have to increase in their
knowledge of God’s Word. Our faith will grow as we continue to learn the Bible. After
hearing from Mary, Cleopas will now share his testimony.

2. Cleopas’ Testimony #5228

“I was on my way home to Emmaus with another brother. We were in Jerusalem to celebrate
the Passover. A stranger popped up from nowhere. He noticed that we were sad, and so he
asked what was going on. He must be new in town. How could he miss such a giant news? |
told him Jesus is a great teacher and prophet everyone loves. We thought that He was the
Messiah God sent to revive Israel. But the religious leaders conspired with the Romans to
nail him to the cross! Our hope seemed to be dashed, but some ladies reported that Jesus’
body was missing. Angels appeared and told them that Jesus was still alive. As we were still
talking, the traveler interrupted and even scolded us, saying: ‘O foolish ones, and slow of
heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! Was it not necessary that the Christ should
suffer these things and enter into his glory?” Then he explained from the Scriptures that
God’s plans must be fulfilled. Since it was getting late, we urged him to stay overnight with
us. At dinner, he prayed for the meal, broke bread and passed it to us. Suddenly, we realized
that He was the Lord! Then He vanished instantly. We said to each other: ‘Did not our hearts
burn within us while he talked to us on the road, while he opened to us the Scriptures?’ Jesus
is alive! We wasted no time and rushed back to Jerusalem to inform the disciples. It turned
out that the Lord revealed Himself to Peter also.

Those two brothers might have seen Jesus’ death on the cross. They also had knowledge
about the Old Testament prophecies. But they could not connect the two matters. Jesus
helped them make sense of the full story. He did not only die in wicked people’s hands. He



die to fulfill God’s salvation plan. Today, we will meet people who are slow to believe like
the two believers. They heard of the story of the cross. We need to tell them the spiritual
significance behind a historical tragedy. Jesus did not die for a religious idea. He died for us.
We may offend people by calling them sinners. We do not judge anyone. We are just
declaring God’s verdict on all of us! If people do not admit that they are sinners, then from
what do they want Jesus to save them? Perhaps you have come across a movement called
“He gets us.” There are TV commercials about it. | looked up its website to know more. It
highlights that Jesus accepts people from all conditions such as the homeless, immigrants,
broken-hearted, rejection, etc. Jesus welcomes everyone because He understands our
hardship. He suffered from anxiety, loneliness and torment too. Are we missing something
here? There is no mentioning that Jesus is God and humans are sinners. It says Jesus’ death is
to spread a message of love. It does not say He rose from the dead. All that effort may reach
out to people who are hurting. However, it only promotes an emotional and a social gospel.
Not the true gospel based on the Bible. Jesus does not save us from a cruel society but from a
sinful world. He does not only rebuild our dignity as humans. He restores our status as God’s
children. The genuine gospel attacks our pride. Most people admit that they are basically
good, so good that they do not need God. But we will not need a Savior until we admit that
we are hopeless sinners. We will cry out for God’s grace only when we know that we
deserve eternal condemnation. After we heard from Mary and Cleopas, now James will share
his story.

3. James’ Testimony %Y H25

“We were in a house listening to the report from Cleopas and another brother. They said they
met the resurrected Lord. While they were still talking, Jesus showed up! We’re terrified and
didn’t know how to react. The Lord assured us that He was not a ghost. He asked us to touch
the wounds on His hands and feet caused by nails. He even ate a piece of fish we prepared. It
was really Him. Jesus is alive! He then reviewed what the Scriptures prophesy about Him.
His suffering, death and resurrection all came true. Jesus is the promised Messiah. He comes
to save us from sins but not from the Romans. And that blessing is not just for us Jews, but
also for people in other nations. Jesus told us to spread the good news. However, He asked us
to wait in Jerusalem until the arrival of the Holy Spirit. We remember He told us that the
Father will send us a Comforter. Now we finally understand what it is all about. Jesus also
warned us that we will face persecution and suffering. But the Holy Spirit will give us
instructions, strength and boldness to witness for Jesus. Forty days later, the Lord ascended
to heaven right before our eyes, and since then we frequently meet in the temple to worship
God.”

Those believers’ witness tells us something about Jesus’ resurrected body. The disciples
could touch His body. Jesus could eat too. It was not an image but a real body. However,
Jesus could also vanish in an instant. The gospel of John records that Jesus visited His
disciples in a room behind a closed door. It implies that Jesus could pass through a wall.
Jesus’ resurrected body was similar to but yet different from His previous physical body.
That tells us something how believers’ glorious body will be like in heaven. Jesus came to



His believers to prove that He had risen. But He had some other goals in mind. Do you notice
that Jesus did not meet any non-believers after His resurrection? He did not go to the Jewish
religious leaders or the Romans because they had rejected Him outright. Jesus came to His
believers to restore their faith. They ran for their life when Jesus was arrested. They did not
want to get into trouble. Jesus did not despise them because of their fear. He would use them
as gospel witnesses. Jesus wanted them to know that hope was not lost. Even the death of the
Messiah was part of God’s plan. God can turn something negative into positive. If God could
use some cowards who denied Jesus, God can use any of us. We all suffer from some kind of
brokenness. We sin against God in various ways. In the past you did not know God and even
hated Him. You mocked at Christians, thinking that they believe in some silly myths. You
may also be victims of other people’ sins too. Perhaps someone lied to you or took advantage
of you. But God shows us grace and He redeems us. Now it is your turn to help others know
Jesus. Tell them how ignorant you were before and how Jesus saved you. God can use your
brokenness in the past for His glory.

CONCLUSION %E3%

Faithful believers of Jesus must also be faithful witnesses of His resurrection. Jesus restored
the faith of three groups of people. Notice that God used the same approach in each instance.
God sent angels to remind the women what Jesus had told them earlier. The sisters then
remembered His words. Jesus quoted the Old Testament for Cleopas and his companion. The
Bible confirms what happened to Jesus. The Lord opened their eyes, then they realized that
Jesus was right in front of them. Jesus also opened the minds of the disciples in that room.
He explained that the prophecies about Him must be fulfilled. In all three cases, Jesus
verified that God’s Word is true. Our faith must also be grounded in the Bible. However, we
need help from God before we can understand the truth. Whether it is the eye issue or a heart
issue, it is the same spiritual problem. We cannot understand the Bible unless God revives
our souls. Satan obscures people from knowing God. They focus on money, materials and
pleasure instead. Those are the things they can see. They accumulate things of this life but
have no interest and time to think about eternity. God shows us mercy by shining light into
our dark corners to enable us to know the truth. He takes the initiative to welcome us.
Christians are saved not because they are smarter. It is all because of God’s grace that gives
them a new life. Therefore, besides praying for wisdom about what to say when we share the
gospel, we should also pray that God will shed His light to gospel seekers. Jesus saved us
because He also wants to use us as His messengers. We receive the same mission as the
people in this passage to take the gospel to other places. Let me suggest you a simple way to
remind you of Jesus’ command. Whenever you see a BMW car on the road, think of those
three letters. In this case, BMW stands for be my witness. We are witnesses for Jesus. His
resurrection power in you changes your life and charges you up to tell people about Him.
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