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INTRODUCTION 2|2

An instruction manual gives us some key information about a product. It is written by the
designers of it. Follow the guidelines and you will enjoy its benefits. Very often, the opening
section contains words of warning. If you misuse the item, it may cause you harm. God gives us
an instruction manual for life called the Bible. Read it, follow it and you will be blessed. God
includes a lot of warning passages in it too because He does not want us to follow bad examples.
In Deuteronomy, Moses gave his people some final reminders as they were about to enter into
Canaan. Their previous generation passed away in the wilderness because of their disobedience.
Now Moses alerted them not to repeat the same painful history. The name Deuteronomy means
the second Law. It is a recap of the Law. Moses reiterated to his people that they must trust God
and obey His Law. The same principle applies to us. It is just like the song lyrics: “Trust and
obey, for there’s no other way to be happy in Jesus but to trust and obey.” God does not only
bless us. He desires to bless our future generations too. Therefore, we must make God the Lord
of our life and the Lord of our home.

EXPLANATION fi#fs
1. Observe the Law BT/ E

First, the Israelites must observe the Law. Why did God give them the Law in the first place?
God spoke these words in Exodus 19:5 when He declared the Law through Moses — “Now
therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured
possession among all peoples, for all the earth is mine.” The Israelites were about to receive the
blessings of Canaan. God separated them from other nations and made them His people. God’s
covenant would be like their constitution. The Law would be a rule book for their lives. It tells
them how to worship God and how to establish a fair society. God’s Law works in a similar way
as the laws of the land. Many of you like me are immigrants to this country. When you became a
citizen, you swore your allegiance to the U.S. From then on, you pay tax to this government, you
obey all the laws here and you are supposed to serve in the military if you are drafted. Similarly,
in Jesus we have a new identity as citizens of heaven. We live in the world but we do not belong
to the world. We obey the laws of the society out of our love for God. Even though the Israelites
would live in Canaan, they belonged to God. The Law set a boundary between them and the
local people. The Israelites should not worship the idols of the Canaanites or marry their
children. They would be blessed if they observed God’s truths. What should they do specifically?
Let me give you three words that start with L. First, they must listen. Moses repeats the phrase
“Hear, O Israel” in verses 3 and 4. By “hearing” it is more than just listening. They must also
follow directions. It is like parents hoping their kids will listen and obey their advice. God’s Law
was essential to their daily life. The second word is love. While listening pertains to the ears,
love comes from the hearts. Verse 5 says: “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart
and with all your soul and with all your might.” Many years later, Jesus quoted this verse when
people asked Him which is the biggest Law. Heart, soul and might are not separate entities. They
are interconnected to form our whole being. We will commit our whole person if we love



somebody. Just ask those who are single and dating. When there are emotions, there will be
motions. I do not think any Christian will say that they do not love God. But do we love God
with all our heart, soul and might? Very often we love ourselves more than anything and anyone
else. How different will it be if we do everything out of love for God? We will be more diligent
and dedicated. There will be less reluctance and fewer complaints. Besides listen and love, the
third word is labor. The Israelites must intentionally do what God says. Moses told them in verse
2 to keep all of God’s statutes and commandments. The word “keep” means to retain or to
practice. “Statutes” are prescribed ordinances while “commandments” mean orders. Those two
words have similar meanings to the Law. God gave the Israelites the Law for their benefits. As
such, they should not look at God like a military officer in a boot camp. Instead, they should see
Him as a wise Father in a family of love. God promised them that there would be blessings if
they obeyed Him. First, God would give them good health. God said in verse 2 that their days
would be long. It implies that God would protect them from harm. Otherwise, long life matters
very little if they had to suffer from war, famine and disease. Other than health, God would bless
them with wealth and growth. God said in verse 3 that things would go well for them and their
numbers would increase. People in any culture love those three blessings. We all want to live
well and live long. We desire a stable income. We love to establish a family, have children and
grandchildren. You see, prosperity gospel is not a modern concept. God preached that message a
few thousand years ago. But here is the key: we should pursue God’s treasures, not earthly
treasures. Many people are rich, but they are not content. They have a lot of stuff, but they also
have a lot of worries. They hope to build their heaven on earth, but they make no preparation for
heaven above. True blessing can only be found in God. It begins with an eternal relationship with
God. We honor Him as the Master of our life. As such, we see ourselves as stewards rather than
owners of what we have.

2. Preserve the Law {E&{E £

Moses urged his people to observe God’s Law. In addition, they must also preserve the Law.
They had to pass it down to their descendants. It is the job of a dad in a Jewish home to preserve
the Law to the next generation. Moses told them how to do it. First, a father must help his kids
remember the Law. Look at verse 7: “You shall teach them diligently to your children...”
Diligence means repetition until kids can remember the lessons. In the Biblical time, information
was passed along via verbal means. People memorized things by heart after they learned it.
Nowadays, we rely on internet search to look up information. But we should not overlook the
value of memorizing Bible verses. I give credit to our children’s coworkers for helping kids
recite the Scriptures. The fact is, you recall things like passwords and phone numbers when you
remember and use them. Similarly, God’s truths will be retained in our hearts when we
memorize them. Gradually, our values, decision-making and actions will be more like God’s.
Second, a father should seize teaching moments. The second half of verse 7 reads: “...talk of
them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and
when you rise.” The fathers should look for opportunities to talk about God. For example, in
Exodus 13 God gave His people instructions on observing the Passover. In the passage, Moses
said in the future their children would ask why they have to practice those customs. That would
be a great time to share the spiritual meanings behind the rituals. Christian parents should seize
opportunities to convey spiritual lessons too. My older son loves sports. Sometimes he saw in the
news that certain players were dismissed from their teams because of serious offenses. I would



react: “Any team will want to win. But people see the character of athletes more important than
their skills.” Current events like racial issues, the pandemic or the war in Ukraine are good
discussion topics. Do not just share your personal opinions. But tell your kids what the Bible
says. Then thirdly, Moses says that Israelites had to make God’s Law accessible. Look at verse
8-9: 8 “You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your
eyes. 9 You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.” God told His
people to make His Law visible in their daily life. Jews take these two verses literally even to
this day. They have small black leather-wrapped boxes called tefillin that contain four Old
Testament passages, one of which is Deuteronomy 6:4-9. They tie the tefillin on their arms and
foreheads with leather straps. They wear those boxes during weekdays morning prayer. Besides,
Jews also have mezuzahs which are containers installed on doorposts. They have the same four
passages of the Law inside. Those objects are good ideas. However, such practices may lead to
legalism. Jesus convicted the Pharisees because they displayed God’s Law on the outside, but not
inside their hearts. They wanted to receive people’s praises of how holy they were. Jesus told
people to follow the instructions of their teachers but they should not imitate their examples.
How ironic! That is a good reminder to Christian parents. We can look holy in the church. But
our kids see the real us at home. I know a brother who is an excellent Bible teacher. Once his
wife complained to me that her man was lazy at home. She said: “He is a completely different
animal in the church.” Parents are a living Bible to their kids. You can put pictures of Bible
stories on the wall, hang crosses everywhere and stick Bible verses on your fridge. But our
children need to see that we practice godliness in life. Some years ago a telemarketer called
during our dinner time. After [ hang up, my older son said: “Dad, why are you so mad?” I can
teach them many times that God asks us to treat people nicely. But one bad example will
completely defeat what I say. Another time we were shopping at a grocery store. After we
checked out I noticed that there was an item at the bottom of the cart. It did not belong to us and
the cashier did not see it. I went back and returned it to the store. Our kids will not realize that
honesty, patience, gentleness, etc. are important and practical until they see us living out those

virtues. We need a lot of grace from God and even corrections from our kids so that we can walk
the talk.

CONCLUSION &Ez6

We must make God the Lord of our life and the Lord of our home. Without a doubt, we are in
constant tension between submitting to God’s truths or yielding to the customs of this fallen
world. The world entices us with instant rewards. Only God promises us everlasting blessings if
we obey Him. A godly generation begins from home. In closing, I would like to invite a sister to
come forward to share her testimony about how she and her husband bring up their children in
the Lord.

Good morning to you, brothers and sisters. My name is Hongying. Wenchao and I have two
daughters. Esther is nine and Ruth is six. They attend the same elementary school.

Wenchao and I received Jesus and we were baptized at the First Baptist Church of Charlotte,
North Carolina. When we first went to that church, we noticed that it does not only have Bible
courses for adults, it also has children’s ministries and children’s Sunday school. The materials
are designed specifically for their respective age groups. At that time I told Wenchao that when



we had our own children, we would definitely bring them to the church. Therefore, both of my
daughters attended church since they were three months’ old. They spent more than three hours
in the church every Sunday. They had no separation anxiety when they went to school because
they were used to spending time away from us. Thank the Lord for being so thoughtful. He
helped take away our worries.

Perhaps because both of them began their church life since they were little, they see Bible verse
memorization required by Sunday school teachers as important as homework assigned by school
teachers. I feel ashamed whenever I see them work so hard. It will be good if I have half of their
diligence and piety. I do not consider myself their teacher. It is them who are teaching me! It is
just like what Jesus says in Matthew 18:3 — “Truly, I say to you, unless you turn and become like
children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.”

My older daughter is in her third grade now. Thanks to the painstaking instructions of her Bible
teachers, she is able to understand most of the Scriptures. She can also come to her discernment.
Once she was reading a detective novel, in which the author quotes a Bible story. She
remembered the account and so she knew the moral of it instantly. She even asked me to locate
the passage so that she could read it again. God’s Word is worthy of our effort to study it all
lifelong. I am so grateful that she can receive spiritual nourishment and lessons from early on.

Besides, they also learn from their teachers how to pray. Early last December, my older daughter
was chosen to participate in a spelling-bee contest. Even though she worked very hard in her
preparation, she was very nervous on the day of competition. I held her in my embrace and
prayed for her before I sent her to school. After I finished, she said to me in teary eyes: “Mom,
thank you for your prayer. I feel much better now. I am not that anxious anymore.” She received
peace through my prayer, and I was encouraged by her compliment. That was a wonderful
experience. Thanks to the Lord for allowing me to invest in such a precious heritage.

Once I read an article written by a pastor. He says: “Parents must lead by example. Don’t be
controlling and don’t demand perfection. Learn to let go and submit your children to God.” We
have a responsibility to spread seeds of faith into the lives of our children. But we are not
sunshine and rain. That is God’s work. We as parents should frequently bring our children to the
church. Because: “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of man imagined, what God
has prepared for those who love him.” Thank you for listening to my sharing.

Thank you, sister. I am sure everyone is encouraged by your example. No matter how old your
kids are, it is never too late to bring them to the Lord. Pray for yourself and pray for your
children. Ask God to change you first, so that you will see the importance and urgency of
building your kids up in the Lord.
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